HDNC Notes since 16th April Meeting					  	         1st June 2026 

Meetings Attended

29/04/2026 HDC AGM Reception
20/05/2026 Neighbourhood Police Team (Virtual) 

Unitary Authority:  Members are encouraged to submit a personal response 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/modified-proposals-for-local-government-reorganisation-in-west-sussex/modified-proposals-for-local-government-reorganisation-in-west-sussex
Local Elections: 
WSCC: Reform & Lib Dems both elected 23 Councillors but the Lib Dems have formed an alliance with the Labour, Green & Local Alliance Councillors to create a majority. The new Leader is Jay Mercer & the Deputy Leader is Sam Raby both from Horsham wards. The Council Chair is Donna Johnson, Local Alliance, Selsey & Nigel Dennis is Vice Chair.  
Horsham Town Council: 16 Lib Dems & 2 Conservatives were elected on 7th May. The first meeting was held on 19th May when the name was changed to Horsham Town Council & Chris Franke was chosen as Chair with Tony Frankland as Vice Chair.
TM & SD have spent a lot of time preparing information to hand over to the Clerk & 7 Councillors whose wards (Denne, Highwood & Blackbridge, Horsham Park & Millpond) represent part of our Neighbourhood Council area. Meetings have already taken place with most of these Councillors to ensure they are aware of outstanding issues & in the hope they will pursue results. 

NC Dissolution:

Although there has been little new business in May I have dealt with 700 e-mails since our April meeting. As well as contact with the Town Council much time has been spent on financial arrangements, ensuring that necessary accounts have been closed & final invoices have been submitted. This includes the meeting room hire, the mapping system & the WSCC payment company for Sara’s salary.  The web site will remain open until September but has been updated to refer the public to the Town Council. All paperwork & records no longer required will be safely disposed of by HDC.
 
Sara has made all the arrangements for final meeting on 4th June. Although her employment ended on 31st May she has agreed to take notes at the EGM & will circulate minutes for your information.
HDNC Updates: 

Planning 

Swan Walk Totem Pole: The application was for a huge sculpture / advertising board in the middle of West Street at the cross way to the Forum. It will be 1½ metres wide & nearly 5 metres high. Despite objections from HDNC & the Horsham Society the HDC Planning Committee did not seem to realise the impact this will have on the view down West Street or the congestion it will cause. The application was approved at the Committee Meeting on 19th May.   

Station Hotel / Premier Inn: HDNC has objected to the application to rebuild the area facing the station & Hurst Rd. The proposed additional hotel space has no architectural merit at this gateway entrance to Horsham.

Information about HDNC responses to undecided applications has been passed to the Town Council.  


Highways 

Farthings Hill: Further work on the drainage & resurfacing was done on 28th May – the success of this will not be known until there is heavy rain.

SID: The HDNC licence has been transferred to the Town Council & the Interim Clerk is setting up a maintenance contract to cover all the devices in the town area. 


Town Centre 

Albion Way Subway: Attempts to get the filthy walls cleaned have been going on since November. The subway is a WSCC responsibility but the dirt did not match the required intervention levels.  Fortunately HDC had involvement in the installation of the mosaic murals & Paul Anderson, Director of Communities arranged for the walls to be jet-washed in May. It is a noticeable improvement & thanks were sent.    

Chart Way: The pedestrian link between the Black Jug & Carfax is the responsibility of the owners of the recently sold RSA building. At the moment none of the street lights are working but HDC is in contact with the owner. 
The building has also suffered from intruders / ASB & there are security dogs present. HDC & the Neighbourhood Police Team are aware of the situation.   
