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Horsham Denne Neighbourhood Council 	
	
Minutes of the Meeting held on 19th March 2026

Venue: Church Lounge, Methodist Church, London Rd, Horsham
 
	Item
	Detail

	1
	Meeting Opened by Chair at 7.00pm.


	2
	Attendance and apologies for absence:

Attending – HDNC: Chair - Trudie Mitchell, Gianni Lozzi (left 8.30pm), Ian Botting, Ruth Fletcher (also HDC Councillor), Jane Vaughan, Joanna Webb (arrived 7.40pm). 
Clerk: Sara Doy
Apologies:  HDNC Judy Pounds, Paul Sharman; WSCC Cllrs. Louise Potter, Andrew Baldwin, Nigel Dennis 


	3
	Declaration of Members’ Interests relevant to this meeting:

Trudie Mitchell – Blueprint; Ruth Fletcher – HDC Councillor, Horsham and Crawley Liberal Democrats, Blueprint. 

	4
	Approval of Minutes from meeting held on: 19th February 2026 

Item 8.8 – subject heading changed to Blackbridge Lane flooding.
Approval proposed by IB, seconded by JV, and agreed by all present.


	5
	Matters arising from last reports and Action points
None.  Action points dealt with or in hand.


	 
6
	Chair’s Report 

Meetings Attended 
20/02/2026 Fields in Trust – FoHP and Blueprint (See 8.10)
24/02/2026 Shadow Parish Council
25/02/2026 HALC (virtual – see 8.14)
26/02/2026 Annual Plan Parishes Meeting
02/03/2026 Blueprint Steering Group (See 10)
06/03/2026 Capitol Stakeholders (See 8.13)
11/03/2026 Neighbourhood Police Team Meeting – Inspector Neil Durkan (virtual – see 8.12) 
11/03/2026 HDC Committee – Fields in Trust (See 8.10)
18/03/2026 Neighbourhood Councils Quarterly with HDC
Future Meetings 
23/03/2026 Shadow Council
25/03/2026 Cabinet (Fields in Trust)
27/03/2026 Park Quarterly Walkabout 
Neighbourhood Councils Quarterly with HDC
Once the notes are approved they will be circulated. Items discussed included:

Bishopric Water Feature: Consultants are looking at three options. 
RF confirmed that HDC want to retain a water feature and favour the curtain of water option. WSCC will contribute financially to the Public Realm improvements.
Highwood Community Centre: The building of the centre has gone out to tender but the planning application will not be submitted before HDNC is dissolved.
Former Wilkinson’s unit: Cube has had some interest from a ‘Home’ business for a short let. Discussions are ongoing regarding a ground floor indoor market. In the meantime decorative vinyls will be put on the windows to improve the appearance.
Transition Period from Neighbourhood Council to Parish Council: The website is being built and there is an interim logo; contact details for the website and email addresses should be available in April.
The dissolution date for the NCs is likely to be delayed to cover the period prior to the first Planning Committee meeting on 27th May.
Dissolution will require an Extraordinary General Meeting and approval of audited accounts.
Rookwood Golf Course: The completion of the new 25-year lease with Ensign Leisure is imminent. HDC have repaired the access road. Any changes to improve the route of footpaths will be discussed after the lease has been signed.
BT Hubs: (See also item 8 Planning) TM expressed concern about planning applications for 3 large illuminated hubs, primarily for advertising, in the town centre. The applications have been called to committee.
Shadow Parish (Town) Council: 
Minutes of the meeting held on 24th February have been circulated to members. After discussion decisions made included the interim venue for Parish Council business and a separate venue for its public meetings. Draft policies for Standing Orders, Financial Regulations and the Code of Conduct were approved. Members considered the Complaints Procedure, Data Protection Policy, Publication Scheme, Statement of Internal Control, and the Training and Development Policy and recommended they be adopted by the Parish Council. Other matters determined were the selection of an external auditor, a website provider, insurance company and IT arrangements.

Since then further draft policies have been issued for comments prior to the meeting on 23rd March. These concern Grievances, Disciplinary procedures, Civility and Respect, Safeguarding, Expenses and Health and Safety.


	7
	Clerk’s Report

Broken Wall, near St Mary’s Church:  It was observed that the temporary barrier had fallen into the river and there had been some vandalism. Mike Theobold, WSCC Principal Engineer, was contacted again by SD and LP as it had become a potential hazard.
MT responded that he had again pushed the contractors to complete the work, and also asked them to install Heras fencing at the site in order to protect the drop into the watercourse.
RF confirmed that Heras fencing in is place and the cones have been removed from the river.
Uneven pavement on bridge near Cricket ground: RF advised that a handrail will be installed in April. TM added that the tree with roots causing the problem, may be felled as it is unhealthy, and further improvements to the area may be included in work relating to the Groundsman’s cottage.
Leaning light outside Springfield House: SD left a message on the church answerphone asking for an update but so far has not had a response. 

Resident enquiries:
Cycling through subway: A resident emailed to say that they were surprised that the subway under the railway is a cycle route and complained about cyclists cycling through the subway despite signs requesting cyclists dismount, and a lack of enforcement. 
SD confirmed that the signage does conform to WSCC Highways regulations and has forwarded the complaint to the PCSOs and Wardens. 
The Wardens confirmed that they are aware of the issue, they refer cyclists to the dismount sign and they usually obey. 

HDNC Valedictory Newsletter:   SD and TM completed the wording for the newsletter and it was sent to The Printed Word for printing on 16/3/26. Once the printed copies are received they will be passed to Russ Poore for the delivery which should commence around 30/3/26.
ACTION: Members to let SD know when they receive a newsletter.



	 

		


Reports from Members:

	8.1
	Finance               
Monthly Report: GL provided a report.
Payments since the February meeting:
Horsham Green Spaces Website hosting for 2026 = £302.04
WSCC Clerk’s January salary = £471.46
WSCC Clerk’s February salary plus overtime = £588.95
Balance at 19.3.26 = £4523.95

HDNC Expenditure: GL has been asked to check expected expenditure before dissolution. 
He confirmed that bank charges are no longer payable.
Voucher for Tree Warden: TM proposed that HDNC give the Tree Warden a £50 voucher as a final thankyou gift. This was seconded by IB and agreed by the majority of members present.
End of Financial Year: GL proposed that the financial year for the accounts be extended until the dissolution of the NC in May or June. This was seconded by IB and agreed by all present.
Closure of bank account: GL advised that once the account was empty it would automatically be closed down after a period of time. To close it before that occurred would need confirmation of the dissolution of the NC.
Surplus money: IB asked what would happen if there is any remaining money. TM confirmed that it would go back to HDC. 
Grant to HDNC for interim period after 1/4/26: TM is waiting to hear from Dominic Bradley, HDC Director of Resources.

	 8.2
	Section 106 and CIL
 CIL Allocations: HDC announced the approval of the allocations made at the Panel meeting in January via a News Release on 13th March. Unfortunately there was no reference to the work of Blueprint in leading the procedure. RF apologised and said that was not the intention.

	8.3
	Planning
BT Hubs:  (See also item 6 HDC Quarterly Meeting) HDNC is very concerned about the proposal for 3 large installations in the town centre. These supposedly replace telephone boxes by providing free wi-fi and phone calls, but are primarily illuminated advertisings which will block sight lines and may be detrimental to health. Such signs may proliferate throughout the district and we have made the HDC executive aware. We have asked for a committee decision if the Case Officer is minded to approve the applications.  
RF added that the Hubs will provide telephone, Wifi and 5G. There is a campaign concerned with electro magnetic radiation but the Hubs are in line with guidance.


	 8.4

	Highwood     
Community Centre: (See also item 6 HDC Quarterly Meeting) The transfer of the riverside land including the Community Centre, play area and sports pitches has still not taken place. Communication with Berkeley’s has been poor but Barbara Childs, Director of Place has a meeting with Berkeley’s next week and will discuss the need to bring the pitches up to standard condition before transfer. Note the unused play equipment has been in situ for many years. BC will also raise again the condition of the Hills Farm Lane access bellmouth.
The Community Centre building has gone out to tender but the planning application will not be submitted before HDNC is dissolved. 


	8.5

	Community Services – Youth 
Nothing to report


	8.6
	Community Services – Older People  
Nothing to report


	8.7
	Climate Change and the Environment
Greenprint:  The 3-year report is due to be published soon, probably April. Steve Hill will send to HDNC.  


	8.8
	Highways and Transport
Speed Indicator Device Progress:  Installation in Blackbridge Lane is expected on Friday. HDC will transfer money to pay the invoice to HDNC. Note Zurich has agreed to waive an additional insurance charge as the company will be the insurer for Horsham Parish Council.
North Street Verge Petition: Joy Dennis, WSCC Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport responded on 25th February: “following a full review of the matter, although the proposal has clear community value, I agree with the AAHM’s assessment that the location does not meet the scoring criteria for a Community Highway Scheme (CHS) …..However, despite these constraints, WSCC is exploring an alternative route forward……….The proposal would also exceed the available budget for a special project but there may be an opportunity through the Small Scale Pedestrian Improvements (SSPI) scheme.”
A message was sent expressing disappointment and following further discussions we have received e-mail assurance that the scheme will proceed either through the SSPI which could take a year or via a wider Active Travel Programme to improve the cycle route; that could take 3 years. HDNC has also submitted the proposal to WSCC under the Local Transport Improvements Scheme consultation.  
Thanks to everyone who helped with the petition.
Shandy’s Brook:   The Southern Water inspection date has been chased with HDC.
Albion Way Subway: Photographs of the dirty walls were sent to George Fort on 6th March and he has forwarded the message to the Structures Team for consideration as part of their cleaning schedule
Farthings Hill: The condition of the southern carriageway is deteriorating badly up as far as the roundabout (rumble strip / flat tyre) but is unlikely to meet intervention levels for repair. Investigation works are programmed for the new financial year as part of a capital scheme to understand why the drainage is not functioning correctly and to identify the required solutions.
Blackbridge Lane Active Travel Plan Consultation: The proposals had been circulated and members were asked for comments.
RF said she would forward the HDC response to SD.
ACTION: TM and SD to submit response.

	8.9
	Communications

Newsletter: See item 7 Clerk’s report.


	8.10
	Park/Countryside and Leisure
Property: There is still no solution to the removal of the Heras fencing by the Boxing Club or to improving the area adjacent to the Koffie café outdoor seating.   
Fields in Trust:  The initial proposal to have a Deed of Dedication with Fields in Trust to protect Horsham Park as an open space for recreation and sports purposes was put to HDC by the Friends of Horsham Park in December 2019. Since then concerns about possible loss of control have been thoroughly discussed and the legal complications regarding various old covenants on the Park have been resolved. The final the report went to the Policy and Scrutiny Committee on 11th March and TM spoke in support (along with FoHP and Horsham Society) and the proposal was recommended to Cabinet. Thanks to FoHP for their persistence.
Trees in Horsham Park: The post‑and‑rail fence has been erected around the veteran tree to protect its roots, this covers a large area.
Quarterly Meeting with HDC and FoHP:  This will take place on 27th March.


	 8.11
	Emergency Plan/ Winter Maintenance

Nothing to report.

	8.12
	Police and Neighbourhood Wardens
Neighbourhood Policing Team:   Inspector Neil Durkan held a virtual briefing meeting for Parish Councils in the north of the district on 11th March. He stated that his decision to delegate the dissemination of information to local PCSO’s during 2025 had not proved satisfactory so he will hold meetings every two months.  
ND is restructuring the PCSO areas so they will better reflect the synergy within clusters of parishes. Currently some small rural parishes are attached to more urban parishes. In future there will be one area for Horsham Parish Council. Broadbridge Heath will no longer be linked to Trafalgar and Denne NCs but will form a cluster with Rudgwick and Slinfold. Billingshurst and Pulborough will become separate units. 
Other issues related to the use of the new Facial Recognition Van and the Fatal Five road policing unit set up to tackle the most common causes of accidents and injuries.  
The parishes raised some concerns specific to their areas.  
Wardens’ February report: IB summarised the report which had been circulated. 
The main points were that there had been an assault in the Market and the Police had to be called; the Wardens are using the new car.
The next Steering Group meeting is 24/3/26.

	8.13
	Town Centre
Capitol Arts Centre: There had not been a stakeholder meeting since 5th June but updates had been received via news releases and the Capitol mailing list. TM had a meeting with Nick Jenkins, Head of Leisure and Culture on 30th September. 
As requested a meeting was held on 6th March; this gave some additional information but no opportunity to influence decisions. 
A request has been made for a copy of the presentation to circulate to members but this will not be available until April. 
The demolition and strip out has been concluded and birdcage scaffolding erected in the main auditorium.
Work will take place refurbishing the theatre and both cinemas – this will increase comfort and give improved flexible space for wheelchair users. The colour scheme for the theatre will be green walls and red chairs.    
The box office, bar area and toilets are all being upgraded to improve accessibility and speed of service and redecorated.
RF advised that there had been a press release the previous day with a link to see all the updates.
TM added that the Box Office, which is temporarily in Swan Walk, will have samples of the new seats when available. 

	8.14
	HALC

25/02 Teams meeting: IB provided a summary. The main points were:
Changes to the NPPF: Slides of the presentation had been circulated. It seems to be a step in the favour of developers. There will be less opportunity to challenge applications. There will be more pressure from the government on housing targets.
RF agreed that it would mean loss of local control. HDC has made a representation to retain local decision making.
New Unitary Council boundaries: It is not yet known what the boundaries will be. RF advised that they would be publicised just before the elections.

	9.
	HTCP
Next meeting 27/4/26.

	 10.
	Horsham Blueprint Neighbourhood Forum
The Steering Group meeting on 2nd March concentrated on winding down the Neighbourhood Forum, safe disposal of archives and best use of stored display equipment. It was agreed that the final meeting will be an Extraordinary General Meeting on 23rd July.


	11.
	Members’ Questions and Comments
None

	12.
	Reports from District and County Councillors 

HDC Councillor Ruth Fletcher
Anti-social behaviour in The Forum: There is to be a multi-agency meeting in April. Young children are involved.
Local Plan: The hearings start 21/4/26 and there are three dates. The Planning Inspector Jonathan Bore is very experienced. HDC are expecting him to look at the updated evidence.
The target for housing was previously 777 per year (with Water Neutrality). It will now be 911 but has to include Crawley’s unmet need.
The extra houses will be on sites that have already been through the HDC assessment (Reg 18 sites) so there will not be new sites. It is expected that in the Autumn the Inspector will assess the sites and policies in the draft Local Plan. 
The problem will be that when the application comes in the decision will be based on the new NPPF, so some policies in the draft Local Plan will not be considered.
Food waste collections: They will commence on Friday and rolled out in stages in different areas. Horsham will be the last area.
Former Novartis site planning application: Phases 1 and 2 at the front of the site have been passed.
Fewer houses are to be built than in the outline planning application 3 years ago.
The central Art Deco building is to be retained and new wings with apartments are to be built.
The nesting Peregrine Falcons will be protected.
All the Cedar trees are to be replaced with Dawn Redwood trees.

WSCC Councillor Louise Potter (report provided prior to the meeting)
Bridge behind St Mary’s Church: (See also item 7) With regard to the damaged bridge behind the church, LP has not yet been able to get a date confirmed, only that it will be done “very soon”.   
Damaged flag stones outside St Mary’s Church: RF and LP have been trying to find a solution to the raised flag stones as they are a trip hazard.  Highways have now assessed the area, but are unable to carry out resurfacing in the near future due to the high cost of the York Stone.  They have offered to temporarily infill with tarmac to make them safe, but this does not seem to be a satisfactory solution.  RF has been in touch with the conservation officer at HDC and believes that it is the responsibility of the Parochial Parish Council. 

Farthing’s Hill drainage work: (See also item 8.8) LP is still waiting for a date for the work, hopefully by the end of the month and will keep HDNC updated.

WSCC Councillor Nigel Dennis (report provided prior to the meeting)
Signage -  junction Wimblehurst Road and North Parade: ND reported inadequate/confusing signage at the entry to Wimblehurst Road during the road closure which was leading  to vehicles going in and turning round at Delancey Court. By the time they inspected it the works had gone. 
Secondary school admissions: Millais has 133 spare places, the other local schools are all full. It appears that no one wants to be the first boy to go to Millais – but at least all boys can get a place at a local school now. 
UK Health Security Agency: They have extended their occupancy with a new lease on part of Parkside – 4th floor (County Hall North).  

	[bookmark: _Hlk222911065]13.
	Meeting closed at 8.55pm

Next meeting: 16/4/26
Apologies in advance from JV.
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