

[image: ]
Horsham Denne Neighbourhood Council 	
	
Minutes of the Meeting held on 20th February 2025

Venue: Church Lounge, Methodist Church, London Rd, Horsham
 
	Item
	Detail

	1
	Meeting Opened by Chair at 7.00pm.


	1.1
	Update from PCSOs Kyle Berriman and Rico de Barros (see Appendix 1)

	2
	Attendance and apologies for absence:

Attending – HDNC: Chair - Trudie Mitchell, Vice Chair – Nigel Hillpaul (left 8.45pm), 
Judy Pounds, Ian Botting, Joanna Webb, Ruth Fletcher (also HDC Councillor)    
WSCC Cllr. Nigel Dennis (arrived 8.10pm)
Two residents attended to observe the meeting.
Clerk: Sara Doy

Apologies:  HDNC Paul Sharman, Gianni Lozzi
HDC Cllrs. Clive Trott, Nigel Emery
WSCC Cllr. Andrew Baldwin


	3
	Declaration of Members’ Interests relevant to this meeting:

Trudie Mitchell – Blueprint; Ruth Fletcher – HDC Councillor, Horsham and Crawley Liberal Democrats; Judy Pounds – Wimblehurst Road Residents’ Association 


	4
	Approval of Minutes from meeting held on: 16.1.25 

Approval proposed by JW, seconded by RF, and agreed by all present.


	5
	Matters arising from last reports and Action points
None.  Action points dealt with.

	 
6
	Chair’s Report 

Meetings Attended

17/01/2025 Rookwood / Riverside Walk Site Visit (See 8.10)
24/01/2025 Horsham Enterprise Park Parish Liaison Group Meeting (See 8.3)
27/01/2025 Blueprint Steering Group (See 10)
28/01/2025 Local Plan Briefing for PCs and NCs – Teams Meeting
29/01/2025 Park Walkabout 
04/02/2025 HGV routes and signage around Horsham – Teams Meeting (See 8.8)
04/02/2025 Planning Committee (See 8.3)
11/02/2025 CIL Panel - Cancelled
Future Meetings 
12/03/2025 HDC/ NCs Quarterly – NH to attend as TM is on holiday
25/03/2025 PC/NC Climate Action Network (Teams) – PS and JW may attend.
26/03/2025 CIL Governance Panel 
02/04/2025 Horsham Enterprise Park Parish Liaison Group Meeting (Teams)
Nigel Hillpaul Resignation:   NH has advised that he will be resigning at the AGM in May due to future work commitments. Members expressed regret and thanks.
Local Plan: There was an HDC briefing that clarified the current situation; HDC is still awaiting a response from the Inspector.    
RF added that is likely that HDC will not hear back from the Inspector until the end of February/early March. It is possible that the Inspector is rethinking his position due to the information on Water Neutrality. It would be best if the existing plan is adopted otherwise, due to the Government’s proposals for devolution, the Horsham District may be without a plan until 2028.
HDNC Future:  Despite the threat of dissolution posed by the Government’s proposals for English Devolution it is important that the Neighbourhood Councils continue to participate fully until any decisions are made. 
It is also important that our meetings are quorate so co-operation will be appreciated. We will continue to respond to all consultations and planning applications and will work to preserve Horsham’s property assets and green spaces as much as possible 
Capitol Theatre:  Revised refurbishment plans will be put to Cabinet for approval on March 19th. The intention is for the venue to remain open in 2025, before full refurbishment commences in 2026.
There will be a short closure of the main theatre auditorium between April and May 2025 to facilitate structural surveys and some interim seating improvements. Essential roof repairs will also be carried out across the summer period to make the building watertight in advance of the full refurbishment in 2026.
Cinemas will now run as normal throughout 2025, and a range of creative workshops are planned for the summer months. 
The planned full refurbishment will begin in early January 2026 and will see improvements across the whole venue. 
The full refurbishment is expected to take some 40 weeks with the venue reopening in time for the 2026 pantomime.


	7
	Clerk’s Report

Resident enquiries:
Inconsiderate parking in Arunside: SD contacted Carol Boniface, Neighbourhood Warden Supervisor, who advised that the Parking Wardens had been informed and had agreed to check the area when possible. The Neighbourhood Warden would also continue to patrol the area at key times and check with Arunside School regarding the trial Walking Bus scheme.

Residents interested in HDNC:  SD received details of 2 residents who have expressed interest in HDNC. They have been invited to attend a monthly meeting so they can observe what goes on and decide if they wish to become members.
HDNC Noticeboard in Carfax:  SD reported to HDC Property that one of the Perspex panels has become loose and is no longer fixed to the metal frame. HDC confirmed that it would be fixed this week.
Trundle Mead street name plates: A resident reported that the two street signs at the junction with Pondtail Road had been damaged. SD asked HDC Property if they could be repaired. 
Your Horsham Ambassadors: SD contacted Rachel Noel, Horsham BID Director, to see if the two Your Horsham Ambassadors might be able to attend an HDNC meeting to introduce themselves and provide an update. RN advised that a third Ambassador is currently being recruited so it would be best to wait until he or she is in place. She confirmed that the Ambassadors check that A Boards are placed correctly outside businesses.

	 

		


Reports from Members:

	8.1
	Finance               
Monthly Report:
GL provided a report prior to the meeting:
Payments made since last meeting 16.1.25:
WSCC Invoice for Clerk’s January salary - £464.36
Bank charge - £5.00
Balance at 18.2.25 = £6147.81

Bank Account:  As NH will be resigning in May another Bank Signatory is required.
National Insurance Rates: SD contacted WSCC Payroll regarding the new National Insurance rates for employers coming into effect in April as her salary will be slightly over the new threshold of £5000 p.a.
WSCC confirmed that they will calculate any NI due each pay period and pay HRMC if applicable. They will then add the amount to the invoice for the Clerk’s monthly salary to be paid by HDNC.

	 8.2
	Section 106 and CIL
CIL Governance Panel: Cllr. Tony Frankland, Chair of the CIL Governance Panel acknowledged receipt of changes to the Application letter requested by TM and implied that the amendments would be adopted.  
The meeting planned for 11th February was cancelled; the new date for the Panel to meet is 26th March.

	8.3
	Planning
Committee Hearings: HDNC had objected to two planning applications recommended for approval and asked for them to be heard by the HDC Planning Committee where TM spoke to clarify our objections:  
Riverside Terrace DC/24/1601 – A very similar application to infill the back gardens with a semi-detached dwelling had previously been dismissed on appeal but only on the grounds of water neutrality (not overdevelopment). It was therefore impossible for the Committee to refuse but additional conditions (parking area, bin and cycle storage, clean-up of site) were agreed and hopefully all conditions will be strictly enforced. 
Church Barn DC/24/0075 – The decision was deferred pending clarification of the water neutrality figures and a noise assessment in relation to the neighbouring property (No.31).

Horsham Enterprise Park: TM attended the Parish Liaison Group Meeting on 24th January organised by North Horsham Parish Council with the developers (Lovell and Muse) and HDC. This gave further information about the applicants’ intention to replace the commercial area with housing. Minutes from the meeting have been circulated to Members.  
A further meeting is scheduled for 2nd April.


	 8.4

	Highwood     
Lighting on Riverside Walk: WSCC are in discussion with Berkeley’s regarding replacing the lamp posts to meet current regulations, before accepting maintenance responsibility.

Update: There is still no information from HDC regarding progress on various elements of the development

	8.5

	Community Services – Youth 
4TheYouth: JP circulated a report from 4TheYouth for September to December 2024, prior to the meeting. The main points were:
It has been a successful period for the project. Demand continues to grow and lots of work has been done particularly regarding advice about relationships. Work has also been done to improve school attendance and to enable young people to access education.
The Needles Outreach sessions are well attended. Youth Officers also walk around the Park and Town with the Wardens and PCSOs to find out the current issues. 
The Hurst Road Café has a Tuesday after school session and a Thursday evening club. It is hoped to offer a session on a Saturday morning in 2025.
The next meeting is 23/4/25.

	8.6
	Community Services – Older People  
Nothing to report.


	8.7
	Climate Change and the Environment
PCs /NCs Climate Action Network Teams Meeting 25th March 6.00-7.00:  PS and JW will represent HDNC. 

The Environment: PS circulated a report prior to the meeting. The main points affecting HDNC were:
HDC:  HDC has recently published its Declaration on Waterways Restoration.  Although HDC do not control waterways, the District Council can encourage, those bodies which are in control into positive action.
Greenprint:   An encouraging start!  West Sussex and South Gloucestershire Councils can use these results to encourage National Government to integrate Environment and Economics into its growth ambitions.  
Alder Copse Ash Dieback: A further cull of infected trees has taken place.  RF and Neal Matheson, HDC Arboricultural Officer, reached an agreement with the contractors that this could be performed without damage to the verge. 

	8.8
	Highways and Transport
HGV Routes: A Teams meeting was held by Steve Douglas, WSCC Highways on 4th February to discuss progress, it was attended by TM, JP and RF.  Main topics included the consolidation of Legal Orders, signage around the Horsham Enterprise Park development, signage approaching the Ironbridge and requirements for an advisory route from the Cowfold direction. Notes have been circulated to members. 
Farthings Hill: Further clearance of the blocked drains was done 24th Jan but there is still a blockage at the Pines Ridge junction. A job number has been raised for further works in the next financial year, but a date has not been committed and the report will need to be fully understood to place it on the priority list.
Cricketfield Footpath: A further complaint was raised about the muddy condition of this path. A request was made to HDC to sweep the path and this is being considered by the Parks and Street Cleaning Teams. 
Albion Way Steps:  A report was raised to cut back the ivy blocking access to the hand rail. The Ivy has now been cut back to the balustrade but not to ground level as far back as was done previously.
20mph Zone Trafalgar:  WSCC has rejected the application mainly because the average speeds in the area were already below 20mph so it was not going to achieve anything.

	8.9
	Communications

HDNC Social Media: JW has prepared a strategy designed to establish what HDNC wants to achieve with social media. 
ACTION: NH and JW to liaise.
NH reported that social media figures remain fairly static:
Twitter: 245 following; 241 followers
Facebook: 187 following; 186 followers

	8.10
	Park/Countryside and Leisure
Rookwood and Warnham Nature Reserve Site Visit: The intention was to gauge the viability of changes to the footpath network and the Riverside Walk route.  TM attended the stakeholder meeting on 17th January; this revealed the extent of flood risk, fencing and boardwalk required and indicated a high financial commitment. There seemed to be a consensus among attendees that it is essential to safeguard the privacy of the Nature Reserve. TM reported findings to members who were asked for comments; these were submitted to HDC and we await a response
Needles Recreation Area Path:  HDNC was informed that following damage caused to the edge during maintenance work a decision was made by HDC to resurface the path and also to surface the small car park. 
Work is scheduled for March (tbc). 
Park Walkabout 29/1/25: The notes agreed with HDC were circulated prior to this meeting.

	 8.11
	Emergency Plan/ Winter Maintenance

Nothing to report.


	8.12
	Police and Neighbourhood Wardens
Warden Recruitment: Carol Boniface informed HDNC that 3 candidates were interviewed 19th February and a further 2 due today.  HDC hopes to be able to appoint from this selection but will update HDNC by the end of this week.
IB commented that at the Steering Group meeting in December there was no mention of Maria Colenso transferring to Billinghurst. He is concerned that Oscar Johnson has been on his own for two months but the Special Charge pays for two Wardens. TM added that originally the NCs had more involvement in the interview process. RF will pass the comments on to HDC.
Warden’s January Report: This had been circulated. IB provided a summary.


	8.13
	Town Centre
Enterprising Horsham Meeting: Presentation slides and HDNC notes from the meeting with Greg Macdonald on 9th January have been circulated to members. No further information as yet. 

	8.14
	HALC
Meeting 16/1/25: IB attended and his notes and the official minutes were circulated.


	9.
	HTCP
Nothing to report.

	 10.
	Horsham Blueprint Neighbourhood Forum
A Steering Group Meeting was held on 27th January – at TM’s suggestion this was attended by Trevor Leggo, Chief Executive of the Sussex Association of Local Councils and also by Graham Watkins, Chair of HALC. There was an interesting presentation and a Q & A session regarding the Government’s plans for English Devolution and the impact this will have on Local Government in Sussex, including the increased importance of creating Town Council for Horsham. 
TL referred to useful information on the Adur and Worthing website and this has now been circulated to members. It is clear that Council tax will be equalized between all participants in a new authority and that will mean a significant increase for Horsham.
A further Steering Group Meeting was held on 18th February to discuss the possible timetable for both Devolution and the Town Council Governance Review. The meeting also discussed the need to hold a public meeting to inform residents in the Un-parished area.  


	11.
	Members’ Questions and Comments
Reports from Members: TM reminded members to send any reports to SD and TM; SD will circulate the reports to all the members if required.

	12.
	Reports from District and County Councillors 

HDC Councillor Ruth Fletcher

HDC Councillor Liz Kitchen: RF was sad to report that Liz Kitchen, a long serving Councillor, had died. RF said she did a lot of good work and will be missed, and HDNC had always appreciated her help.  

Low wall on path near St Mary’s Church: The wall was knocked over so HDC Property have raised a job to get it repaired and it is barriered off.

Burton Court Bins: There have been problems with non-residents using the bins. Surveillance notices have been put up. A new design is proposed for the bin store and there will be another planning application. Recycling bins will be included.

CIL Levy Publicity: The levy is a charge that local authorities can impose on new developments and goes towards infrastructure for the community. Householder extensions or self-builds are normally exempt. RF spoke of a recent case of concerning a Horsham resident who failed to notify HDC that work on their self-build house had already started and was therefore charged £38k in accordance with regulations. Following a complaint by the resident, who went to the Press, RF asked HDC to look into the case and see if there was any scope to refund the resident. 

WSCC Horsham Transport Improvements: Steering Groups are being set up by WSCC to look at the proposed schemes. 

Albery House: The move from Parkside is going well and most HDC staff have moved in to the building. There are two entrances into the building which can both be used by the public.

Poison in Horsham Park: A dog recently became ill after eating green pellets which were thought could be rat poison and there was a lot of publicity on social media. HDC confirmed that it could not be the rat poison that they use in the Park and suggested it could be slug pellets used in one of the properties adjoining the park.

The Boulevard East Access Road: Henry Moyo, WSCC Highways Senior Engineer, is trying to get the concrete barriers removed at the bellmouth. 
TM commented that she had previously asked Berkeley’s to improve the footpath crossing. ACTION: TM to send information to RF.

Council Meeting 24/2/25: There is a balanced budget. The Council Tax is the lowest in Sussex. The Special Charge will increase by 6p per week; this is less than the average Parish Council precept rise. It will be used to fund 4TheYouth, Christmas lights and lights in Tanbridge Park.
Additional costs include Employer’s NI £0.5million, food waste collections and the Capitol refurbishment costing £13million.

WSCC Councillor Nigel Dennis

Parking in Norfolk Square and Bartellot Road: The residents want parking restriction for non-residents to be extended to Sundays however this would have to apply all of Zone A and may be unpopular in other Zone A streets. 

HGV Routes: ND, as WSCC Councillor, attended the meeting with WSCC Highways that took place on 4/2/25 (see 8.8)

Arun House, Hurst Road: The contract for the QE2 School satellite premises is going forward.

London Road: There has been an impasse on the one-way proposal as WSCC will only allow the whole length of the road to become one-way and not a section of the road.

Park Street: This will be closed overnight on 24/2/25 for sign repairs.

WSCC Budget: There is a balanced budget. There was a rebate of £3 million against estimates of changes to employer’s NI liabilities. 
There is currently a recruitment drive for School Crossing Patrols (Lollipop people).
The Council Tax increase for 2025-26 is 4.99 %.

Road works North Parade / Wimblehurst Road: TM had observed that the temporary traffic lights were also causing congestion at the Hurst Rd junction. ND explained that there were five different sequences. The works will move to Wimblehurst Road week of 24/2/25 and there will be a signed diversion via Hurst road.


	13.
	Meeting closed at 9.00 pm

Next meeting 20.3.25

Apologies in advance from RF.
Apologies for the April and May meetings from JP



	
	
Appendix 1: Update from PCSOs Kyle Berriman and Rico De Barros

KB said that there is not much to report in the residential areas of Denne that he covers and is currently focusing on Broadbridge Heath due to the upcoming month of action. 

RdB covers the town centre and provided an update:

Young people / Anti-Social Behaviour: A group of young people (approx.5) who were causing trouble in the town centre have moved to the outer areas (BBH & Horsham Forest) and are avoiding the town. There are sometimes problems in the Lynd Cross area. RdB liaises with the Your Horsham Ambassadors and usually meets once a week with the Ambassadors or Rachel Noel. 
There has been ASB from a group of young people in Horsham Library (mainly shouting and swearing). There is a Welfare Officer, employed by WSCC, to provide support to the staff. 
The PCSOs contact parents immediately following any incidents and this is having a positive effect in making parents more aware.

Shoplifting:  RdB said it has been quieter over the winter months. The Ambassadors are promoting the DISC system. The number of DISC reports has increased and 50% of businesses said it is a good tool.

Begging: KB commented that some beggars move around a wide area throughout Sussex and Surrey. 
RdB confirmed that HDC deal with rough sleepers, through the SWEP program. PCSOs can issue CPWs (Community Protection Warning) to beggars. If these are not heeded then they can issue a CPN (Community Protection Notice).

Charity Collectors: JP commented on people collecting for a Forces related charity recently which she found intimidating. RdB said that the Wardens deal with this and if they spot street collectors following people they speak to them.
RF commented that if people feel threatened they should report it to the Police.

Forum: RF commented that there had been an issue of ASB from a group of young people getting in to the residents’ communal areas of The Forum apartments. 4TheYouth Support Officers try to engage with the young people when the Snack Wagon visits The Forum. RF wanted the PCSOs to be aware that some of The Forum residents have been opposed to the Snack Wagon and thought it encouraged the young people causing the problems. 

Drug dealer in Norfolk Square: NH thanked the PCSOs for their help in arresting a drug dealer in the vicinity. RF praised the very quick response.

Police Pod in the Forum: RdB said the Pod is a trial. There is no set rota for manning it and little public engagement. It is not thought to be a good location, and it may be moved nearer to West St and the Bishopric. RdB said there should be information (leaflets) set up outside the Pod when manned. 
The aim of having a Pod is to provide a visual presence, an ASB deterrent and to provide engagement with the public.

ASB in Causeway: IB asked if there have been any more incidents. KB is not aware of any problems at the moment, however this could increase come the summer months.

Police Inspector Neil Durkan: SD said that HDNC had not heard from ND since the Parish and NC monthly meetings stopped. RF said that ND carries out briefings for the HDC Councillors and it might be possible for the NC to be included.

Oscar Johnson, Neighbourhood Warden: SD asked if the PSCOs provide support to OJ as he is on his own at the moment. RdB confirmed that he spends a lot of time with OJ.
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