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Horsham Denne Neighbourhood Council 	
	
Minutes of the Meeting held on 16th January 2025

Venue: Church Lounge, Methodist Church, London Rd, Horsham
 
	Item
	Detail

	1
	Meeting Opened by Chair at 7.00pm.


	2
	Attendance and apologies for absence:

Attending – HDNC: Chair - Trudie Mitchell, Treasurer – Gianni Lozzi (left at 8.05pm), 
Joanna Webb, Ruth Fletcher (also HDC Councillor)    
WSCC Cllr. Andrew Baldwin, WSCC Cllr. Nigel Dennis (arrived 7.20pm)
Clerk: Sara Doy
Apologies:  HDNC Nigel Hillpaul, Paul Sharman, Ian Botting, Judy Pounds.
HDC Cllr. Cheryl Sweeney


	3
	Declaration of Members’ Interests relevant to this meeting:

Ruth Fletcher – HDC Councillor, Horsham and Crawley Liberal Democrats 


	4
	Approval of Minutes from meeting held on: 12.12.24 

Approval proposed by JW, seconded by RF, and agreed by all present.


	5
	Matters arising from last reports and Action points
None. Action points dealt with.


	 6
	Chair’s Report 
Meetings Attended

18/12/2024 HDC / NC’s Quarterly
09/01/2025 Enterprising Horsham - Teams Meetings Greg McDonald with TM, JP and SD (See 8.13)
Future Meetings 
17/01/2025 Rookwood / Riverside Walk Site Visit
24/01/2025 Horsham Enterprise Park Parish Liaison Group Meeting
27/01/2025 Blueprint Steering Group 
28/01/2025 Local Plan Briefing for PCs and NCs – Teams Meeting
00/01/2025 HGV routes and signage around Horsham – Teams Meeting - date tbc
11/02/2025 CIL Panel
Local Plan:  Following the Inspector’s decision to cancel the Local Plan Examination Hearings, HDC is holding a confidential Parish and Neighbourhood Council virtual briefing on 28th January to provide clarification on the Council’s position. This will include any update from the Inspector and discussion on how planning applications will still need to be considered.
See also item 12 RF 

English Devolution: The Government issued a White Paper on 16th December which includes the creation of Strategic Authorities to replace existing local government structures. This will result in the loss of County and District Councils and will increase the need for a Town Council in Horsham. Assets owned by HDC will probably be sold to meet WSCC debts.
See also item 12 ND & RF 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/english-devolution-white-paper-power-and-partnership-foundations-for-growth/english-devolution-white-paper  (See Section 4)
 HDC / NC’s Quarterly Meeting 18th December:  Notes have been circulated to members, main topics included: Swan Walk new ownership, Drill Hall booking system and an update on the Capitol Arts Centre upgrade. 
Capitol Theatre upgrade: The original contract project has been terminated due to substantially increased costs. Subject to Council approval in February there will be a reduced contract to include new seats, carpeting and decoration in the theatre and the two cinemas; also redecorating and new carpet in public areas and toilet improvements with an extended female provision and a Changing Places facility. Works in 2025 would take place between April and September when the centre will close completely; it will reopen for events in Autumn including a pantomime.   Further work is planned for 2026 after a commissioning survey regarding mechanical and electrical equipment and the provision of air source heat pumps.


	7
	Clerk’s Report

Resident enquiries:
Inconsiderate parking in Arunside: A resident contacted HDNC to complain about parents/carers parking inconsiderately in her road when dropping off/picking up children from the two schools in Blackbridge Lane. Cars are often left parked on pavements and verges and sometimes block residents’ drives or park on double yellow lines.

RF commented that there had been a trial of a ‘walking bus’ using a car park in The Needles but no progress had been made. She advised that any offence that could be ‘ticketed’ should be reported to the Police or Wardens. 
ACTION: SD to contact Carol Boniface, Wardens Supervisor, to ask if patrols are being carried out.

Lighting
Lighting on path behind Aldi: The lights which were not working, as raised by JW at the November meeting and reported to HDC, have now been fixed.

Path between Hills Farm Lane and The Boulevard: HDC advised that they are checking if responsibility for the lights, which were installed by Berkeley’s, had been transferred to WSCC.

Estate Agent boards. Boards attached to the Pine’s Ridge and Farthing’s Walk street signs were reported by SD to the relevant Estate Agents who confirmed that they would be removed.

Dangerous Drain Cover outside 16 Wimblehurst Road: A resident reported a drain cover in need of repair in the carriageway to HDNC. SD reported it online. An officer visited the site and confirmed that remedial work would be carried out around 10/2/25.


	 

		


Reports from Members:

	8.1
	Finance               
Monthly Report:
GL provided a report:
Payments made since last meeting 12.12.24:
WSCC Invoice for Clerk’s December salary - £464.36
Bank charge - £5.00
Function28 - £30.00
Church Hall Hire - £159.00
TM reimbursement of Amazon Voucher for Tree Warden - £50.00
TM reimbursement of stationery - £5.99
Balance at 16.1.25 = £6617.17

Bank Account:  GL has initiated documentation required by HSBC to amend signatories to the HDNC account. 
Clerk’s Overtime: Members all agreed to approve payment for 10½ hours covering October to December totalling £ 152.25. 

	 8.2
	Section 106 and CIL
CIL Panel: The NC’s have objected to some wording in the proposed procedural letters and form for applications. Terminology and boundaries need clarification: referring to the Neighbourhood Councils as “neighbourhoods” is not a term in normal usage regarding the un-parished area.
Despite being told by Emma Parkes that no further changes can be made, the NC’s consider amendments should be done prior to the first offer to potential applicants.

	8.3
	Planning
Annual Totals: HDNC had 2nd highest number of applications in the year with 156 after North Horsham, which had 192; Forest had 102 and Trafalgar 65. 
Many thanks go to our Planning Committee and to our tree warden, who inspected 43 applications (previous year 26). Thanks also to SD for keeping a record of all applications and submitting HDNC responses, including 41 objections.
More detailed figures will be circulated to members.

Horsham Enterprise Park: Following the Stakeholders’ presentation on 12th December HDNC submitted some comments and questions to the developer. North Horsham Parish Council has now arranged a Parish Liaison Group Meeting for 24th January that TM will attend. Jane Apostolou will represent Wimblehurst Road Residents’ Association.
GL said that he had concerns regarding the potential increase in traffic from the proposed development and delays caused by the level crossing. AB commented that he was told by a WSCC Councillor that a residential development would create less traffic than if it were a business park.


	 8.4

	Highwood     
Convenience store:  This is now open; it is set out mainly as a café and wine bar: as yet there is little produce for sale and the mix is eclectic. 

Update: A reminder has been sent to HDC asking for an update on progress regarding various elements of the development.

Allotments: RF confirmed that they had been transferred to HDC and are being prepared for use. There are a lot of residents who are interested and it is hoped that an Allotment Association will be set up and the allotments will be open in time for the growing season.

	8.5

	Community Services – Youth 
Nothing to report.

	8.6
	Community Services – Older People  
Nothing to report.


	8.7
	Climate Change and the Environment
Nothing to report.


	8.8
	Highways and Transport
WSCC Horsham Transport Improvements: Thanks to members who submitted comments to SD about problems in the Denne section of the three roads under review. The comments were collated and our submission has been acknowledged by WSCC and has also been circulated to members.  
A24, Horsham to Dorking: IB attended the virtual presentation on proposals to improve the section of road between Horsham and Dorking. His comments have been circulated to members.   
Farthings Hill: Drain clearance should have taken place the first week of December but water is still overflowing at the Pines Ridge junction. Further clearance has been raised as a P2 priority and the job has been committed for 24th Jan.

	8.9
	Communications

Social Media: NH reported prior to the meeting that figures remained unchanged since the December meeting.
ACTION: JW will prepare a draft Strategy document to establish what HDNC wants to achieve with its social media, and what its aims are.

	8.10
	Park/Countryside and Leisure
Horsham Park Entrance opposite Collyer’s: A lot of vegetation has been cleared which makes the path and approach to the Park more open and safer for users.

	 8.11
	Emergency Plan/ Winter Maintenance

Nothing to report.


	8.12
	Police and Neighbourhood Wardens
Wardens: Maria Colenso left our area in December and has transferred to Billingshurst, which is nearer to her home and has a greater emphasis on youth matters. SD sent a message thanking her for her 3 years in the town and wishing her well.
IB wrote to MC and Carol Boniface voicing his disappointment that nothing was said at the last Steering Group meeting. It does not serve the people of Horsham well to have only one warden but all vacant posts are offered internally and it is hoped a replacement may be found quickly. 
Oscar Johnson circulated a letter explain that the wardens spend more time in the town centre than the residential areas as they meet people from all NC’s in the centre. 

In December the wardens had 12 patrols with the PCSO’s; anti-social behaviour remains a high priority and businesses are encouraged to enrol in the DISC initiative to help in the prevention of ASB and store theft. 
Community engagement continues with a focus on older residents and vulnerable people.


	8.13
	Town Centre
Enterprising Horsham Meeting: HDNC had been invited to respond to a survey about the draft Business Charter and Economic Prospectus for the future prosperity of the District; but felt it had little relevance to our area. A virtual meeting was arranged between the consultant Greg Macdonald, TM, JP and SD to discuss what we could contribute. GM explained that these were broad initial documents and there would be several more detailed documents to follow based on specific aspects of the economy or areas; some would be more relevant to HDNC. His presentation slides and HDNC notes will be circulated to members.

Christmas Decorations:  Rachel Noel, Your Horsham asked for feedback on the appearance, operation and maintenance of the lights this year.  Comments were submitted including a question about what was funded from Your Horsham and what from the Special Charge. If there is one big pot of money the NC’s need more early discussion about any changes for 2026.
Swan Walk: The centre is now under new ownership, Cube Real Estate on behalf of its JV Hathaway Opportunity Fund.  They are being very co-operative with HDC. 
New Council Offices: TM asked RF if there is a date for HDC to move in to the new offices in Albery House.
RF advised that there is to be a tour for staff later in January and IT infrastructure would need to be completed first. GL asked about the cost of the move. RF responded that it was £2.5million, but savings would be made as the rent on the current offices is due to increase; also, WSCC no longer provide adequate meeting rooms for HDC. The new offices will give HDC more control of running costs so there would be a lower carbon footprint and the parking provision is good.

	8.14
	HALC

IB is attending a meeting this evening as the agenda has items relevant to the NC’s. 

	9.
	HTCP
Meeting of Directors on 13/1/25: NH was unable to attend. Next meeting is on 22/4/25.


	 10.
	Horsham Blueprint Neighbourhood Forum
Nothing to report.

	11.
	Members’ Questions and Comments
None.

	12.
	Reports from District and County Councillors 

WSCC Councillor Nigel Dennis

Former Fire Station site, Hurst Road: TM asked if the proposal to build a Care Home is going ahead. ND has not heard otherwise; it is likely that the legal matters are currently being sorted out.

HGV Routes: Steve Douglas, WSCC Highways Improvements Manager, is arranging a meeting with stakeholders – date to be confirmed.

Wimblehurst Road Closure: A closure will take place between 25/2/25 to 7/3/25 to upgrade an Electrical Substation and provide a new supply to Vincent House (former Action Medical Research centre). The road is to be closed from the junction with North Parade to the junction with Parsonage Road, and there will be a diversion route via Hurst Road and Parsonage Road.

WSCC Road Safety Strategy Consultation: HDNC has been consulted. The deadline is 2/2/25.

Local Government Devolution: The County Council elections in May could be cancelled. It would be 3 years before the new unitary authority structure would be in place and there would be a Mayoral election.

WSCC Councillor Andrew Baldwin

Council Tax: There is to be an increase in Council Tax in 2025/26 of 4.99% comprising 2.0% for Adults’ Social Care and 2.99% for General Fund services.

Millais School: The all-girls school is to change to co-educational from September 2026.

HDC Councillor Ruth Fletcher

HDC Budget: Due to inflation and increased salary costs, service charges will be put up. The Council Tax will go up by £4.67 per year for Band D. The special charge for the 2025/26 financial year for Horsham District Council is 9.1% higher than the previous year, or £3.38. This is part of a 2.99% increase in council tax, which also includes a 2.7% increase in the Horsham Council Tax. This will balance the budget.
There is some external funding for a food waste collection from April.

Capitol Pantomine: A record number of tickets were sold. There was a ‘Gentle Performance’ for people with additional needs, which was very popular.

Highwood Community Centre: This was first permitted back in 2017, and HDC agreed the funding in 2022, but since then there has been no progress. This was due to increasing costs and the Nursery pulling out. The proposal is to be resurrected and local residents will be consulted again. It is likely to be a smaller hall, now that the Drill Hall is still in operation.  Changing facilities and toilets are proposed to support the use of sports pitches and the hall could also be used for exercise classes, parties etc. There is potential for approx. 50 parking spaces. 

Devolution: The local government reorganisation would result in the abolition of the District and County Councils, to be replaced with a single Unitary Authority (for West Sussex, East Sussex and Brighton and Hove). The aim would be to keep the existing boundaries. It is in the hands of Paul Marshall, Leader of WSCC.
ND commented that it is likely there will be a Town Council for the unparished area as power would be devolved to the Parishes and Towns. WSCC Staff would have to reapply for the new Unitary Authority jobs; it could be ready in 3 years’ time. 

Horsham District Local Plan: The Examination of the Horsham Local Plan Inspector’s Hearings, which started in December, were suspended by the Inspector. It was a big shock for HDC as no concerns had previously been raised and Crawley’s Local Plan was passed on a similar basis. It is thought that the Inspector was concerned about the new Government’s pressure for increased housing and Water Neutrality. There is no benefit of not having a Plan and Developers want a Plan in place.

Information from HDC re. Water Neutrality: Planning permission will be subject to a ‘Grampian’ style condition restricting the commencement of development until either the applicant has secured offsetting via the Local Authority SNOWS credit scheme, or they have secured a bespoke water neutrality solution to which we agree.

Stabbing outside Mungo’s Bar, Park Place on 21/12/24: The Police have caught the person concerned, who was from Crawley.


	13.
	Meeting closed at 8.05 pm

Next meeting 20.2.25
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