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Horsham Denne Neighbourhood Council 	
	
Minutes of the Meeting held on 12th December 2024

Venue: Church Lounge, Methodist Church, London Rd, Horsham
 
	Item
	Detail

	1
	Meeting Opened by Chair at 7.00pm.


	2
	Attendance and apologies for absence:

Attending – HDNC: Chair - Trudie Mitchell, Vice-Chair - Nigel Hillpaul (took the minutes in the absence of the Clerk), Judy Pounds, Ruth Fletcher (also HDC Councillor, arrived 7.25pm), Joanna Webb, Andrew Dickinson – Tree Warden
WSCC Cllr. Nigel Dennis (arrived 8.05pm)
A resident interested in becoming a member of HDNC.
Apologies:  HDNC Ian Botting, Gianni Lozzi, Paul Sharman. 
HDC Cllr. Nigel Emery
Clerk: Sara Doy


	3
	Declaration of Members’ Interests relevant to this meeting:

TM – Blueprint; Judy Pounds – Wimblehurst Road Residents’ Association (WRRA)


	4
	Approval of Minutes from meeting held on: 21.11.24 

Approval proposed by NH, seconded by JW, and agreed by all present.


	5
	Matters arising from last reports and Action points
None. Action points dealt with.


	 6
	Chair’s Report 

Meetings Attended
23/11/2024 Visit to Studio of Shelley Memorial Artist 
05/12/2024 Blueprint AGM
09/12/2024 Town Meeting – TM and JP
09/12/2024 Your Horsham
09/12/2024 Un-parished Area Committee    
10/12/2024 Horsham Green Spaces Forum
12/12/2024 Horsham Enterprise Park Stakeholders
Future Meetings 
18/12/2024 HDC / NC’s Quarterly
Denne Ward HDC Election:  The by-election took place on 21st November and was won by Cheryl Sweeney, Conservative.  Congratulations have been sent. We hope she will be able to attend future HDNC meetings starting in January.   
Un-parished Area Committee:  The meeting was to confirm proposals for the 2025-6 Special Charge before it is put to Cabinet in January.  We were notified that the figure allocated for Tanbridge Park Lighting and queried by HDNC, was an error: the correct amount was £12,500. This enabled £24,000 to be put towards replacing the mobile hub vehicle used to support local youth.  
Capitol Theatre upgrade: Nick Jenkins notified stakeholders that there is a 13 week pause with the contractors giving time to discuss the remaining ambition and scope of the project.
The general consensus at the moment is that HDC will programme in a schedule of improvement works over several years. There will be set times when the venue will close completely or partially to carry out work.  It is likely that the main infrastructure ambitions will take a backseat. Initial focus will be on replacing seating, carpets, lighting and redecorating, improving the toilets and bar.  The replacement of boilers will be done in the latter stages. More concrete plans and timescales are unlikely until mid-January at the earliest.

Gift to Tree Warden: TM thanked AD for all his reports in 2024 and presented him with a gift voucher. AD said he had had a higher than usual number of applications to report on this year.


	7
	Clerk’s Report

Resident enquiries:

Parking bay markings in River Mead: WSCC Cllr. John Milne investigated the matter with WSCC Highways who confirmed that the bay markings would not be repainted since River Mead was changed to “Permit Holders Only Past This Point” in 2018. Therefore there is no requirement for bay marking and permit bay signs. This reduces maintenance costs and also reduces the visual impact of parking restrictions for those who live there.

Denne Road Cemetery: A resident contacted HDNC’s Facebook page to enquire about the location of buried stillborn, unbaptized babies in the Denne Road Cemetery as their parents had a stillborn child in the 1940s.
SD obtained information from Vee Willis, who is involved in Horsham Heritage Walks, she advised that Denne Cemetery closed in 1902 when Hills Cemetery was established. After that date burials at Denne were only allowed in existing family plots. She suggested the resident contact Hills Cemetery as they hold the records.

ASB issues in Causeway:  SD contacted the resident who attended the October meeting to see if the ASB situation had improved. The resident responded that the presence of groups of alcoholics in Causeway is less frequent and they have noticed an increase in the presence of uniformed officers. 

Lighting
Lighting on path behind Aldi: SD reported the lights not working to HDC, (as raised by JW at the November meeting).
Chris Jende, HDC advised that there is a problem as the cable has been damaged and 100 metres has to be replaced. The path may have to be closed to carry out the work and it is not known when this will be.  
JW said the lights were still not working. RF asked if Aldi were responsible.
ACTION: SD to check when lights will be repaired and query if Aldi are responsible.

Riverside Walk Path between Hills Farm Lane and The Boulevard: A resident reported lights not working. HDC advised that the lights are not the responsibility of WSCC and are not recorded on the HDC asset register. It is possible they are the responsibility of Berkeley’s.
ACTION: TM to forward information to RF to check Berkeley’s involvement. 


	 

		


Reports from Members:

	8.1
	Finance               
Monthly Report:
GL provided a report prior to the meeting. It was not given out at meeting but it was agreed the figures should be noted in the minutes: 
Payments made since 21.11.24:
WSCC Invoice for Clerk’s November salary plus overtime = £793.69
Bank charge - £5.00
Balance at 12.12.24 = £7331.52

Bank Account Signatories: Still to be resolved.

	 8.2
	Section 106 and CIL
Nothing to report

	8.3
	Planning
Drill Hall: Planning application DC/24/1465 has been withdrawn due to a scheduling technicality – progress is still being made on the sale to Lifespring.

Horsham Enterprise Park: Stakeholders were invited to a presentation from the developer, Muse, about the proposal to replace the commercial area with affordable housing. TM and JP attended.
ACTION: HDNC to submit comments on the consultation


	 8.4

	Highwood     
Convenience store:  The premises, vacant since built, is due to open as a café / wine bar / shop on 14th December. It will be run by a local company, Chez Polie.

Update: A request has been made to HDC for an update on plans for the Community Centre, the closed access road and bus gates, the allotments handover and build-out phasing. No answer so far. 
RF said the playground on the southern site is due to be handed over to HDC but first requires a condition survey of the wooden equipment. Berkeley’s are responsible for any necessary refurbishment. 

Allotments: They have been officially handed over to HDC. The allotments will need to managed by an allotment association (details to be confirmed).


	8.5

	Community Services – Youth 
Snack Wagon: Regarding replacement of the vehicle, JP asked how much funding is already available.

	8.6
	Community Services – Older People  
Horsham Older People’s Forum meeting: Unfortunately no one from HDNC was able to attend the Q and A meeting with John Milne MP on 6th December. Reports say the meeting went well and lasted approx. 2 hours.


	8.7
	Climate Change and the Environment
PS provided a report which was circulated prior to this meeting. The main points were:

Horsham District Council, Wildways, and Wilder Horsham District are making progress in making local people aware of positive results and there have been far fewer complaints about long grass than was expected. PS has heard many positive comments about the project and residents are more supportive once the scheme has been explained in the context of Horsham and in its contribution to the wider picture. 
The County Council has modified its highways mowing scheme with a mainly positive outcome.


	8.8
	Highways and Transport
North St Bridge: There has been no response from Matt Davey, Asst. Director Highways, but he seems to have delegated the matter to George Fort, Assistant Highways Manager.  Unsurprisingly GF said there is no way of widening the bridge or pavement across the bridge.                                                                                                                                                           However, we have now received clarification regarding the boundary between Highway land and Nightingale Road, which is private. WSCC did try to improve the footway gradient to the bridge when they carried out the recent resurfacing.                                                                        Regarding the overgrown vegetation WSCC raised a job through network rail, No: 241126-000254. GF will keep HDNC updated.                                                                                                The North Street pavement is subject to a 3 monthly walked inspection. This is due on weeks 4, 17, 30 and 43.
North Street verge opposite subway: GF was hoping it could be tarmacked, but it would probably need tactile paving and 'give way' signs for the cycle lane, which would make it more expensive. A Community Highway Scheme would not score sufficiently to proceed. There is a possibility of a special project to improve the area but it would still have to go through moderation and a design team; WSCC Highways would also need to do road safety audits etc. GF cannot guarantee it will be done and can’t confirm any timing at this moment.  
Farthings Hill: There is still a drainage problem between Farthings Walk and the school roundabout. It is already scheduled for the 2-yearly drainage works due to take place in the first week of December.
It is not known yet if this has been carried out.
Gladstone Road: WSCC has informed HDNC that the drainage problem at the corner of Hurst Road has been resolved.
[bookmark: _Hlk129612760]WSCC Transport Improvements: WSCC is seeking views on potential transport improvements in Horsham for walking, cycling and public transport as part of its Strategic Transport Investment Programme (STIP). Areas considered are along Rusper Road between Mowbray (North Horsham development) and Horsham town centre via Kings Road and North Street; A281 Guildford Road between Broadbridge Heath and Horsham town centre via Bishopric, and the B2237 North Parade junction with Wimblehurst Road. All these roads pass through the HDNC area; see https://yourvoice.westsussex.gov.uk/horsham-transport Members can respond individually by completing the questionnaire and commenting on interactive maps before 14 January 2025. There will also be a response from HDNC.
ACTION: Members to submit comments to SD by 20th December. 


	8.9
	Communications

Social Media Figures (Following/Followers):
		X/Twitter	Facebook
Denne		196:245	182/87
Trafalgar	N/A		191:36
Forest		49:59		343:42

JW queried what HDNC is trying to achieve with its use of social media.
The resident attending the meeting has experience of social media and offered to meet with NH and JW in the New Year.


	8.10
	Park/Countryside and Leisure
Shelley Memorial Redesign: TM was invited by the Project Group to take part in a visit to the sculptor’s studio in Chichester on 23rd November. This was very interesting and gave an insight into the breadth and scope of Vincent Gray’s commissions.
Horsham Green Spaces: Meeting 10th December attended by PS and TM. The agenda covered feedback on the cut and collect grass schemes, interim results on the Green Spaces survey, aspirations regarding the route of the Riverside Walk in the Golf Club and Nature Reserve areas, and a discussion led by PS on how to engage youth. Minutes will be circulated when available.

	 8.11
	Emergency Plan/ Winter Maintenance

Emergencies: RF discussed the need to make residents aware of the HDC Flooding Alert System and Vulnerable People Register. 
https://www.horsham.gov.uk/community/safety-and-emergencies
ACTION: NH to look into ways of informing residents through social media.


	8.12
	Police and Neighbourhood Wardens
Wardens’ Steering Group Meeting 4.12.24: IB attended the meeting and the notes had been circulated. The main points relevant to HDNC were:
Begging: The Wardens have been working with the Police regarding beggars in the town centre, and reporting to immigration where relevant.                                                                          Schools: The Wardens engaged with Walk to School Week. Arunside School have set up a ‘walking bus’ for its pupils.                                                                                                                    Cycling in West Street: The Wardens advised that the Police are trying to tackle the delivery companies (Deliveroo, Just Eat etc.) as their cyclists cause the main issues.

	8.13
	Town Centre
HDC Meeting: TM and JP had a meeting with Clare Mangan, Head of Economic Development on 9th December. CM had already informed HDNC that she would be leaving HDC at the end of the month. She advised on the new structure combining Economic Development and Parking. Future meetings will be held with Rob Leet who will head the new department. 
Christmas Decorations:  TM had a meeting with Rachel Noel, Your Horsham, mainly to discuss successful aspects of the additional Christmas Lights and any problems. In general public perception is good, but there have been some issues with the daily timing of the lights and some failing to work. Some lights are on timers and some react to light levels.
ACTION: Members are asked to report any incorrect timings or failures to SD who will contact HDC property. 

	8.14
	HALC
Nothing to report.

	9.
	HTCP
Nothing to report.


	 10.
	Horsham Blueprint Neighbourhood Forum
AGM: The meeting was held on Thursday, 5th December, in the Causeway Barn; appalling weather may have affected attendance. Minutes will be circulated in due course. There were presentations regarding the possibility of a Town Council, grant funding available from the Community Infrastructure Levy and updates on non-policy actions concerning London Rd one-way proposal, 20 mph zones, the Riverside Walk route and Housing Co-operatives.  
Governance Review: Blueprint submitted an application to HDC requesting a Community Governance Review for the creation of a Town Council.  This has been validated and will be put before the HDC Governance Committee on 18th December to approve the terms of reference and agree the consultation method.

	11.
	Members’ Questions and Comments
Vagrants: JW reported that a vagrant had been discovered sleeping in her car port and she queried who she should contact. JW was advised to contact StreetLink and the Police Information Pod in the Forum.

	12.
	Reports from District and County Councillors 

WSCC Councillor Nigel Dennis

West Sussex Horsham Transport Improvements Consultation: HDNC has been consulted.

Norfolk Road Parking: A survey is taking place regarding parking in the Norfolk Road area, checking the use of residents’ permits.

Madeira Avenue Sunday Parking: Sunday parking restrictions have been requested. There  may be a need to apply this to all of Zone A at the next CPZ Review.

Waste Prevention Community Grant Fund: Applications open in the New Year for community organisations in West Sussex to make a real difference in waste prevention and sustainability. 

HDC Councillor Ruth Fletcher

Capitol: The pantomime is proving very popular and 16,000 tickets have been sold so far.

Planning fees: Fees for Pre-planning applications and building regulations have changed.

People’s Budget: HDC launched the funding scheme in June encouraging residents to vote for the most deserving local charity group or community organisation who would deliver projects to support young people under 25. There were around 3500 responses from the public and 4TheYouth was one of the winning organisations. 

Council Tax: The reduction for vulnerable people has been increased to 100% and now includes Band E.

Local Plan Hearings: The hearings opened on 10/12/24 but so far do not seem positive.



	13.
	Meeting closed at 8.54 pm

Next meeting 16.1.25
Apologies in advance from NH.
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