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Horsham Denne Neighbourhood Council 	
	
Minutes of the Meeting held on 26th September 2024

Venue: Church Lounge, Methodist Church, London Rd, Horsham
 
	Item
	Detail

	1
	Meeting Opened by Chair at 7.00pm.


	2
	Attendance and apologies for absence:

Attending – HDNC: Chair - Trudie Mitchell, Nigel Hillpaul, Judy Pounds, Ian Botting,
Paul Sharman
HDC Councillor Clive Trott 
Clerk: Sara Doy
Also a resident interested in becoming a member of HDNC.
Apologies:  HDNC – Gianni Lozzi, Ruth Fletcher; MP, HDC & WSCC Cllr. John Milne, HDC Cllr. Nigel Emery; WSCC Cllr. Nigel Dennis 


	3
	Declaration of Members’ Interests relevant to this meeting:

TM – Blueprint

	4
	Approval of Minutes from meeting held on: 15.8.24 

Approval proposed by NH, seconded by JP, and agreed by all present.


	5
	Matters arising from last reports and Action points
All Action points completed or in hand.


	 6
	Chair’s Report 

Meetings Attended:
21/08/2024 Plantlife presentation (see 8.7)
23/08/2024 BID update 
17/09/2024 Neighbourhood Councils’ Quarterly with HDC 
18/09/2024 Park Quarterly - TM and JP with HDC and FoHP (see 8.10)
24/09/2024 Parish and Neighbourhood Council Planning Training (virtual)
24/09/2024 Blueprint Steering Group (see 10)

Future Meetings 
06/10/2024 HDC Civic Service
07/10/2024 WSCC Winter Preparedness (Virtual) 
08/10/2024 Planning Advisory Service (PAS) Plain English Guide to the Planning System Discussion 
08/10/2024 Climate Action Network Meeting
10/10/2024 Capitol Update
Chris Osborne Resignation:  After 6 years as a HDNC Councillor CO has decided to resign. Thanks are due for her contribution on the Planning Committee and representing HDNC at the Horsham District Older People’s Forum.
Members wish her well for the future and a card from the members will be sent to CO. 
NC’s Quarterly Meeting with HDC: HDC was represented by Paul Anderson and Ruth Fletcher as Barbara Childs and Martin Boffey were unavailable.  Main items were an updates on the Drill Hall, Swan Walk, Highwood allotments and Community Centre; internal charges relating to the Special Charge and cycling signage in the railway and North Street subways. Notes will be circulated when agreed by HDC.
Quorate Meetings:  Once again members are urged to give our Clerk maximum possible notice of holiday dates and any occasions when they cannot attend the monthly meetings. Members know the meeting dates and it is unreasonable for our Clerk to waste time chasing members to ensure we are quorate every month.  In the last year the November meeting was not quorate and we had to cancel January and July and change the date of this meeting at very short notice. Attendance is expected unless there are exceptional circumstances.

	7
	Clerk’s Report

Newsletter: The student carried out the delivery of the newsletters during August. Some surplus newsletters were also passed to the Library.
5 residents contacted HDNC as a result of receiving the newsletter with queries regarding the Wildways project, cycling in West Street, reporting abandoned trolleys and the need for re-lining of parking bays in River Mead.

Resident enquiries:

Wildways near Highwood: A resident of Highwood Village contacted HDNC to query an overgrown area which had a HDC Wildways Project board near River Walk. The area either side of this sign was covered in nettles, thistles and brambles that might prevent the growth of any wild flowers. SD contacted HDC Parks and Countryside Dept. who provided the following information to forward to the resident: Plants such as nettles, thistles and brambles all have flowers that are perfect for pollinators, as well as feeding butterflies, moths and their caterpillars. Over time we hope that by leaving the grass long for many summers in a row, a more diverse range of wildflowers might establish. We do try to contain brambles, as they will dominate an area, however they are currently providing berries for birds and small mammals. The Wildways areas are all cut and collected between the third week of August and the end of September, so the area will soon be back to short grass until the spring. 

Mitre Court: A resident reported that some of the posts and low fence round the edge of the grass verge at the entrance to Mitre Court were missing and vehicles had been parking on it. 
SD contacted HDC Parks Dept. who advised that the missing post had been reinstated and that the knee-high rail fence would be replaced by wooden bollards.
HDC later advised that they had been made aware that there is a project in the pipeline to introduce a cycle lane on this stretch of road and so they could not go ahead with the project. A different team would look to complete the project at some point next year.  If any more gaps occur HDC will complete the project but before than there it was felt there was no point spending any time or money on it. 
ACTION: SD to ask RF if she knows anything about the cycle lane.


Pothole outside Capitol, North Street: A resident contacted HDC regarding a sunken area in the road where a pothole had previously been filled in. HDNC received subsequently received notification from WSCC that the road would be resurfaced towards the end of September and this information was passed to the resident.
 
Parking bays in River Mead: A resident asked for help in finding out when the parking bay markings would be reinstated. Patients visiting the Riverside Surgery are often unable to park in the car park so park in River Mead.
The resident had seen someone measuring up in the road about 4 months ago but had been unable to find out from WSCC when the work would be carried out. SD did an online report and received a response advising that the site had been inspected and the lining team had been contacted. They also advised that patching of the road outside 33 is in the system for consideration.


	 

		


Reports from Members:

	8.1
	Finance               
Monthly Report:
GL provided the following report prior to the meeting: 
Payments made since 15.9.24:
WSCC Invoice for Clerk’s August salary plus overtime = £608.11
Payment to student for delivery of HDNC newsletter = £450.00
Payment to SD for reimbursement of refreshments = £10.45
Balance at 25.9.24 = £9,289.76


	 8.2
	Section 106 and CIL


	8.3
	Planning
Land Grab: PS suspected a potential land grab by a resident on HDC land near the Riverside Walk as planting has taken place. This was reported to Pete Crawford, HDC Parks and Countryside Manager, and a response was received advising that a land registry search would be carried out to confirm the boundary and the owner of the property would be contacted. 

Parish and Neighbourhood Council Planning Training: An excellent virtual meeting was held by HDC on 24th September and was attended by TM, SD, JP and PS. Subjects covered were: effective engagement in the planning process, biodiversity net gain and planning regarding trees. Slides will be circulated by HDC.


	 8.4

	Highwood     
Nothing to report.

	8.5

	Community Services – Youth 
 4TheYouth: A meeting has been arranged for 7.10.24 at the Hurst Café which JP will attend.

	8.6
	Community Services – Older People  
No one from HDNC was able to attend the meeting on 3rd September


	8.7
	Climate Change and the Environment
Wildways project: The Needles area has been mown again and the arisings were left. PS reported it to Horsham Green Spaces. He had previously reported it to HDC but had no response.
ACTION: SD to follow this up with HDC. 

Plantlife Presentation: PS thought it was an excellent presentation which clearly explained the aims of the project. PS has noticed it is being implemented on the A24. 
ACTION: SD to circulate to HDNC members. 
Hedgehog Highways: PS received information from a resident, Alison Wilkins, which described how she is trying to encourage and protect hedgehogs where she lives off Hills Farm Lane in Horsham.
The information was circulated to members and will be put on the HDNC website and social media.

Horsham Green Spaces Quarterly Meeting 10.9.24: PS attended the meeting. He considers there is a need to get young people involved and ideas are being sought to engage with them. TM thought that Sally Sanderson may have some contact with schools.

One Planet Meeting: No one from HDNC was able to attend the meeting on 16th September; information is available in KHub. 


	8.8
	Highways and Transport
North Street: After several reminders a response was received on 20th September from WSCC regarding queries from the meeting held on 27th June. Items either do not meet intervention levels or require a Community Highways Scheme application. A request has been made for further information about the access area at the Nightingale Road junction. If a satisfactory reply is not received the matter will be raised at the highest level with WSCC. 
Park Street: Emergency works began on 23rd September because a sewer had collapsed and Park Street was closed to traffic. Diversion signage was inadequate and caused chaos with vehicles trying to get out of North Street and in Norfolk Square.  
NH, who lives in Norfolk Square, considered there had been poor planning and communication about the work. RF and ND were informed as HDC & WSCC representatives.

	8.9
	Communications

Social Media: NH provided a report:
X/ Twitter: 201 Following; 248 Followers
Facebook: 86 Following; 179 Followers
NH is in touch with the Clerk of Horsham Trafalgar NC to sort out sharing posts on Facebook.
The resident suggested that Instagram and TikTok would be good platforms to engage with younger residents.


	8.10
	Park/Countryside and Leisure
Horsham Park:
Quarterly Meeting: The meeting took place on 18th September – main points discussed were trees overgrowing the subway, the future of Poets’ Corner and wooden statues, and disguising the prominent electrical cabinet. Notes will be circulated when agreed by HDC.  
Asset of Community Value: HDC has confirmed acceptance of the renewal nomination submitted by FoHP.
In Bloom: For the first time Horsham Park has been awarded “Gold” in the “Large Park” category. It was also judged “Outstanding” again in the “It’s Your Neighbourhood” category.
Property in the Park: 
Kaya: There is no change in ownership but the café will be operated at a slightly less high end.  It is unlikely there will be another planning application in the foreseeable future.
Boxing Club: The application for an extension to be built has expired. 
The Rec/Horsham Leisure Park DC/24/0553: It is expected that the application will go to committee in October but due to the deadline being missed, it will not go to committee until November at the earliest. 

	 8.11
	Emergency Plan/ Winter Maintenance

Winter Preparedness - Parish/Town Council Briefs 7.10.24: NH is unavailable so TM to attend.
Emergency Plan: NH is waiting to hear from Tony Skelding, HDC, about the next meeting.
Flooding: IB asked what was being done about problem areas. CT responded that HDC Cllr. Colin Minto had done a lot to highlight areas needing attention to WSCC.

	8.12
	Police and Neighbourhood Wardens
Reports from the Wardens: The August report had been circulated.
Steering Group Meeting: No one from HDNC was able to attend. Notes were received.

	8.13
	Town Centre
Nothing to report. 
N.B Notes on the Bid meeting held on 23.8.24 are still to be circulated.

	8.14
	HALC

The meeting arranged for 21st August was cancelled as HDC were not available


	9.
	HTCP

AGM: To be held on 7.10.24.


	 10.
	Horsham Blueprint Neighbourhood Forum
A Steering Group Meeting was held on 24th September. The main item concerned the proposal for a Town Council Governance Review.
HDNC members were asked for their approval that the review takes place.
A discussion took place with queries about the cost and financial implications.
TM explained that the review would take about 12 months and then there would be a public referendum. During the review local organisations, including the NC’s, would be consulted, and more information would be provided.  
The majority of members agreed to the review.
N.B Correction: There will be a consultation but no public referendum.

	11.
	Members’ Questions and Comments
Clerk’s Contract: An informal discussion took place after the meeting regarding updating the Contract. The Clerk was not present. Proposed changes were agreed with the addition of a redundancy clause. 
Overgrown vegetation, Guildford Road: IB reported that vegetation is growing over the pavement between Hills Farm Lane and Tanbridge House School.
ACTION: IB to forward photos to SD so that an online report can be submitted.

	12.
	Reports from District and County Councillors 

HDC Cllr. Clive Trott

Full Council Meeting: Since the election there has not yet been a full council meeting.

Drill Hall: It has been agreed that Lifespring Church can take over the building subject to financial terms being agreed and clearance from the Ministry of Defence being confirmed, which could take some time.
TM added that a planning application for change of use also needs to be approved prior to completion.

Re-development of WSCC Depot, Broadbridge Heath: This was discussed by the HDC Planning committee.
CT has concerns regarding the proposal for a McDonald’s close to Tanbridge House School.
At the moment the proposal has been deferred on the grounds of access and cycling.
It will also need to be approved by the Licensing committee.

Local Plan: HDC are waiting to see what the new government decides. The Plan is awaiting a decision by the Inspectorate. It has a reduced quantity of homes compared to the previous plan.
Parking charges on Sundays: These are to increase, in line with neighbouring districts.

Changes to the planning process: The proposal to have one committee rather than separate North and South committees is being discussed. The contentious applications which have gone to appeal have resulted in large fines, 

West Sussex County Council: There is a large gap in the budget due to cost overruns with its new IT system.


	13.
	Meeting closed at 8.30pm  

Next meeting 17.10.2024  
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