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Horsham Denne Neighbourhood Council 	
	
Minutes of the Meeting held on 15th August 2024

Venue: Church Lounge, Methodist Church, London Rd, Horsham
 
	Item
	Detail

	1
	Meeting Opened by Chair at 7.00pm.


	1.1
	Update from PCSOs Kyle Berriman and Rico de Barros (See Appendix 1) 

	2
	Attendance and apologies for absence:

Attending – HDNC: Chair - Trudie Mitchell, Treasurer - Gianni Lozzi, Judy Pounds, Paul Sharman, Chris Osborne (left 8.35pm), Ruth Fletcher (also HDC Cllr).
Clerk: Sara Doy
MP, HDC and WSCC Cllr. John Milne (8pm to 8.20pm); WSCC Cllr. Nigel Dennis (arrived 8.10pm)

Apologies:  HDNC – Ian Botting 


	3
	Declaration of Members’ Interests relevant to this meeting:

TM – Blueprint; Ruth Fletcher – HDC Councillor, Horsham and Crawley Liberal Democrats

	4
	Approval of Minutes from meeting held on: 20.6.24 (No meeting held in July)

Approval proposed by JP, seconded by CO, and agreed by all present.


	5
	Matters arising from last reports and Action points
All Action points completed or in hand.


	 6
	Chair’s Report 
As the July meeting was cancelled reports include information from 20th June onwards. 
Meetings Attended:
27/06/2024 Adam Bazley re North Street and HFNC (See 8.8)
09/07/2024 Capitol Refurbishment Stakeholder Meeting + JP 
23/07/2024 HDC and PCs Climate Action Network (virtual meeting) PS (See 8.7)
07/08/2024 Town Centre with Clare Mangan + JP (See 8.13)
Future Meetings: 
21/08/2024 Plantlife presentation– PS (Virtual meeting) 
03/09/2024 Horsham District Older Peoples’ Forum Meeting 
18/09/2024 Park Quarterly - TM + JP
General Election:  Following the LibDem majority in Horsham, congratulations have been sent to John Milne. It is not yet known what will happen to his roles as HDC and WSCC Councillor for our area, although he has resigned from his HDC Cabinet roles. Mark Baynham has taken over as Deputy Leader, Ruth Fletcher has taken on Planning and Infrastructure and Joanne Knowles steps up for Economic Development and Property. 
Capitol Refurbishment Stakeholder Meeting: Members were asked for their views on the proposal.TM and JP attended a presentation on 9th July which concentrated mostly on ideas for the glass atrium and entrances. There will be an update from HDC once feedback has been collated. Members have also been invited to complete the HDC survey on an individual basis.
JP commented that the survey was not user friendly and there was not much opportunity to make comments. RF suggested contacting David Skipp, Cabinet Member for Leisure, Culture and Green Spaces.
NC’s Quarterly Meeting with HDC:  Notes from the June meeting have now been approved by HDC and circulated to members.

	7
	Clerk’s Report

Trolley in River Arun: CO observed that the trolley was still in the river on 8/8/24. SD submitted a fly tipping report on the HDC website on 12/8/24 and the trolley has now been removed. 

Estate Agent Boards: SD reported to the relevant estate agents, four boards that had been attached to the following street signs: Deer Way, Pine’s Ridge, Meadvale, and one sticking out of a hedge in Hills Farm Lane (rear of Fenhurst Close). These have all been removed.

Epicormic growth on trees in Richmond Rd and Gordon Rd: SD reported the overgrowth to WSCC on 5/7/24. 

Newsletter and Delivery: The newsletters were printed by The Printed Word and passed to the student who had agreed to carry out the delivery on 2/8/24. Members were asked to let SD know when they had received their copy. The delivery should be completed by the 23/8/24.
Three residents, who live in Old Millmeads, Park Terrace West and Cricketfield Road, have contacted HDNC, with complimentary comments about the newsletter. The resident of Park Terrace West was interested in the information about cycling in West Street as they had nearly been knocked over by a cyclist and noticed that most offending cyclists work for food delivery companies.

Procedure for obtaining quotations: SD sought advice regarding if HDNC undertakes any expenditure e.g. printing newsletters, is there any legal requirement to get more than one quotation. 
HALC were not able to advise but offered to help with creating a policy. SD contacted the North Horsham PC Clerk to find out what their policy is. They advised that if the cost is between £1,000 and £3,500, they try to obtain three quotes, but where the cost will be below £1,000 they just have to ‘seek to achieve value for money’. 

Licensing: At the June meeting RF advised that changes had been proposed to the Licensing Policy for tables and chairs, which is to be controlled by HDC rather than WSCC. In the Report to Committee dated 17/6/24 referring to consultation for applications, Neighbourhood Councils did not appear to be included.
SD contacted Marc Rankin, HDC Health of Environmental Health and Licensing to ask if NCs would still be consulted. MR confirmed that, as had previously occurred, NCs and PCs would continue to be included in consultations.

HDNC Website: SD contacted Peter Simpson of Horsham Green Spaces, who had set up their website, to see if he could help with improving the HDNC website. PS had a look at the website with SD and was able to help with some queries and suggested ways of improving it.

Resident enquiries:
Pothole in Wimblehurst Road: A resident reported a bad pothole next to a drain cover outside 12A. SD did an online report and received confirmation from WSCC that had a job had been raised for the repair.
Mitre Court: A resident reported that some of the posts and low fence round the edge of the grass verge at the entrance to Mitre Court were missing and vehicles had been parking on it. 
SD contacted HDC Parks Dept. who advised that the missing post had been reinstated and that the knee-high rail fence would be replaced by wooden bollards.


	 

		


Reports from Members:

	8.1
	Finance               
Monthly Report:
GL provided the following report: 
Payments made since 20.6.24:
Funtion28 quarterly website hosting: £30.00
June Bank charges = £5.00 
WSCC Invoice for Clerk’s June salary = £400.31
Zurich Insurance = £196.00
WSCC Invoice for Clerk’s July salary = £400.31
Church Hall hire = £198.75
July Bank charges = £5.00
Printing of the newsletter by The Printed Word = £314.00
Balance at 15.8.24 = £10,363.32


	 8.2
	Section 106 and CIL
CIL Procedure: An amended version of the procedure has been received and will be trialled; TM will represent HDNC on the Panel.


	8.3
	Planning
Pirie’s Place: The HDNC Planning Committee objected to the application to erect permanent, illuminated and decorated arches in the main Twitten from the Carfax and Stan’s Way. At our request the decision went to Committee and TM explained our objections about congestion, safety, obscuring business windows and uncontrolled decorative schemes. Councillors felt the economic advantage outweighed any concerns and were prepared to approve the proposal subject to a condition on construction. However, it was agreed that a fire risk assessment is also required so the decision has been postponed.
HDNC has requested that our concerns are taken into account about construction.

RF, as Cabinet Member for Planning and Infrastructure, voted to permit the application explained her reasons for not objecting and that suitable conditions would be imposed.

	 8.4

	Highwood     
Allotments: HDC have now acknowledged that planning conditions state that the allotments and other public land would come across to the District Council. However, the principle regarding responsibility for any land or property assets needs to be clarified with HDC.

	8.5

	Community Services – Youth 
 Nothing to report.

	8.6
	Community Services – Older People  
Nothing to report

	8.7
	Climate Change and the Environment
Abandoned Shopping Trolleys: PS reported more trolleys that have been dumped.
ACTION: PS to forward locations to SD so they can be reported.

Hedgehog Highways: PS has spoken to Alison Wilkins, who is involved in encouraging people to create Hedgehog Highways and wondered if HDNC would be interested. PS is waiting for an email with more information. RF agreed this was something that HDNC could publicise and would be good for public engagement.

Wildways: PS was disappointed to see that the HDC contractor has yet again, for the second time, incorrectly mowed the Needles Football field. Ps does not accept the excuse that it is ‘human error’ which has been used several times where other sites have been mown. He has sent an email to Sorin Caraiman and depending on the response HDNC may escalate the matter to Pete Crawford.

Climate Action Group: PS attended the virtual meeting held on 23/7/24. The meeting mainly concerned improving community buildings which is irrelevant to HDNC. PS commented that a lot of different ideas are talked about but there is little action.

	8.8
	Highways and Transport
North Street: A site meeting took place on 27th June between Adam Bazley, WSCC Area Highway Manager and TM, PS and Nigel Friswell, HFNC to discuss any possible solutions to the problems with the pavement on the railway bridge and lack of pavement opposite the subway.
TM finally received a response from AB but it just stated the regulations and suggested the only way to get anything done would be to apply for a Community Highways Scheme.
ND commented that only approx. 10% of schemes are carried out. He thought that it might be possible to get something done under the Horsham Sustainable Transport Package. 
ACTION: TM to forward the email from AB to ND to discuss further action.
Greenprint: The verges have been allowed to grow according to the WSCC programme and the next cut was due in July, however the growth can interfere with sightlines. A request was made to cut back overgrown weeds at a Hills Farm Lane junction and Highways strimmed the area, 27th June.
Southern Water: HDNC was informed by HDC about a sewage leak in Tanbridge Park on 1st August. SD contacted Southern Water and HDNC was added to the distribution list for updates. The problem was caused by a fatberg and it took until 5th August to stand down the tankers, however further work was needed to check the infrastructure.
Buses at junction of North Parade and Wimblehurst Rd: JP reported that two buses going in opposite directions at the junction had resulted in one bus having to mount the pavement. 
ACTION: JP to observe if it is a regular occurrence.

	8.9
	Communications

Social Media: NH provided a report:
X/ Twitter: 201 Following; 247 Followers
Facebook: 103 Following; 176 Followers
HDNC and HFNC are now sharing posts on Facebook. The Clerk of HTNC is arranging a meeting with NH. Then relevant posts will appear on all three NC pages.

	8.10
	Park/Countryside and Leisure
HDC Green Space Strategy: Adopted at the Cabinet Meeting on 26th June.
Denne Cemetery: Amendments have been made to the proposed signage and it will now include the HDNC logo.
Horsham Park:
Asset of Community Value: The Friends of Horsham Park asked for HDNC support in submitting their application to renew the designation of the Park for another 5 years. Support of the proposal has been submitted to HDC. 
Green Flag: Following an inspection in May the Park again received a glowing report and the Green Flag Award.
“Totem” pole: The pole in the play area had to be removed as it was unsafe. It actually represents the Green Man, discussion will take place at the next Quarterly Meeting about its possible reuse. 

	 8.11
	Emergency Plan/ Winter Maintenance

Salt Audit: NH submitted the completed audit to WSCC. 

	8.12
	Police and Neighbourhood Wardens
Reports from the Wardens: The June report had been circulated.

	8.13
	Town Centre
Meeting with Clare Mangan:  Draft notes were circulated and the main points were: 
Future use of office space and updates on empty premises, and the HDC move from Parkside.  
Christmas Decorations: There is a discrepancy regarding the contribution from the Special Charge as the value to the contractor is considerably less than the amount shown (£22K compared to £29.5K). HDC justify the difference as “internal charges” which apparently also relate to other items in the Special Charge. An explanation will be sought at the next Quarterly Meeting.

	8.14
	HALC

Nothing to report.


	9.
	HTCP

Nothing to report.

	 10.
	Horsham Blueprint Neighbourhood Forum
Nothing to report.

	11.
	Members’ Questions and Comments
Springfield Park Wall, North Parade (HTNC area): GL asked when the rebuilding of the wall would be completed as pedestrians are expected to cross the road to avoid the barriers. RF agreed that it is taking a very long time. ND confirmed that planning permission was granted to rebuild the wall but there is no known completion date.
RF referred to a wall on the HDNC side on the Park boundary between the Boxing Club and London Rd. It has been surveyed and it is in reasonable condition, but just requires a bit of maintenance.

	12.
	Reports from District and County Councillors 

MP John Milne (also HDC and WSCC Councillor)
JM attended earlier in the meeting for a short time. HDNC congratulated him on winning the election and becoming MP for the Horsham District.
JM spoke of his experience since becoming MP and what his new role will entail. 
He needs to set up a constituency office and will have 6 staff (5 in Horsham and 1 in Westminster). In the meantime he has a temporary office in the Regus building in the town.
He will spend Monday to Thursday in Parliament, and Friday in his constituency. MPs return after the summer recess on 2/9/24.
JM has stepped down as HDC Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member.
He will continue as a County Councillor until the elections in May 2025. He may step down as a District Councillor as he will not be able to attend the meetings. He hopes to continue projects he started, which as an MP will give him extra influence.
JM was fortunate to be allocated a nice office in Portcullis House, and he will require a flat in London. He will be expected to sometimes work long hours.

WSCC Cllr. Nigel Dennis

HGV Ban Signage: Steve Douglas, who is the WSCC Highways Improvements, local Team Manager, will now be  leading  the project. The work should be done in the 2025/26 financial year. ND will forward the email to HDNC.

Planned Road Closures:
Richmond Road – carriageway patching.
Pondtail Road – work on the railway bridge

Sign replacement: A leaning sign in Hurst Road, near Pine Hurst, is to be replaced.

HDC Cllr. Ruth Fletcher

Local Plan: The Draft Plan has been submitted to the Inspector and the examination will take place in December/beginning of 2025. There has been a lot of misinformation locally but HDC are pleased that the process was completed under the old system. Due to Water Neutrality, less housing can be provided. It is hoped that the Plan will be passed, and it is now possible to prevent speculative development.


	13.
	Meeting closed at 9.10pm  

Next meeting 19.9.2024  

Apologies in advance from Nigel Hillpaul. 

Clerk’s Contract: An informal discussion took place after the meeting regarding updating the Contract. The Clerk was not present.


	
	Appendix 1 Update from PCSOs Kyle Berriman and Rico de Barros

PCSOs Areas: RdB covers the Town Centre, which includes High St, East St, Middle St, Carfax and Bishopric. KB covers all of Denne, towards the railway station, the Park, HTNC area and Broadbridge Heath. The PCSOs cover other areas when needed.
There are 6 PCSOs for the Town Centre in 3 teams of 2 (A, B and C). 
Following the meeting KB provided the names of all the PCSOs:
A Section: Karen Denness and Heather Ross
B Section: Rico de Barras and Zac Fitzpatrick
C Section: Adrian Bell and Hadyn Mill
The shifts are 8am to 5pm and 2pm to 11pm.
The busiest time is usually 3pm to 5pm after the schools finish.

Inspector Neil Durkan:  There are now the full number of PCSOs so ND has stepped back from regular meetings with NCs and PCs. His main involvement is ‘focus months’ in the villages e.g. Billingshurst. KB said that the ‘focus month’ for Horsham was last Christmas. 

Public Spaces Protection Orders (PSPOs): 
KB said the PSCO’s biggest issues are youth related anti-social behaviour, shoplifting and street drinkers. 
Therefore, the Police were disappointed that the PSPO laws for the Horsham District were not renewed as they were particularly useful in the Causeway area.
RF commented that she had heard that the PSPOs were not really needed and that the Police were supportive of them not being renewed. KB thought this was not the case.
They used to be able to seize alcohol and move drinkers on.
RF added that the issue with enforcement was that the activity needed to be witnessed and could only be applied to people over 18. It is not practical to ban alcohol drinking in the streets as there are a lot of outside table and chair licences and the new ‘Friday Lates’ events in the Carfax. 
The PSPOs could be amended as some of the restrictions were not necessary.
RdB mentioned that some other towns have a ‘No anti-social drinking’ signs e.g. Worthing.
TM asked if RdB could forward a photo of the signs.
ACTION: TM will query the non-renewal of the PSPOs at the next quarterly meeting with HDC.

Cycling in West Street:  RdB said they witness a lot of cyclists and are not able to stop all of them. The new ‘No Cycling’ sign near the former Wilko’s has been repositioned, but the ‘Cyclists Dismount’ sign is now facing the wrong way.
ACTION: SD to report the sign to WSCC.

RdB confirmed that a high number of cyclists work for Food Delivery companies. Most cyclists will dismount if spoken to, but young cyclists often ignore the PCSOs and cycle off at speed.

Racing vehicles:  KB confirmed that there are still incidents of noisy racing. These take place on the A24 and in Tesco’s car park. They used to take place in the Forum car park, but there is now a barrier.  One incident resulted in a crash on the A24 recently.

Denne Cemetery: KB confirmed that anti-social behaviour is no longer a problem.

Neighbourhood Wardens: The PCSOs confirmed that there is a lot of co-ordination with the Wardens and joint patrols and they have a strong relationship with complementary skills.

BID Ambassadors: RdB said they had not met any of the Ambassadors yet.
RF commented that Rachel Noel, Horsham BID Director, would be pleased to meet the PCSOs and had said that her office could be used as a town centre base. RF gave the PCSOs the contact details.
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