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Horsham Denne Neighbourhood Council 	
	
Minutes of the Meeting held on 16th May 2024

Venue: Welcome Room, Methodist Church, London Rd, Horsham
 
	Item
	Detail

	1
	Meeting Opened by Chair at 7.25pm, following the AGM. 


	2
	Attendance and apologies for absence:

Attending – HDNC: Chair - Trudie Mitchell, Vice-Chair – Nigel Hillpaul,  
Treasurer – Gianni Lozzi (left 8pm), Judy Pounds, Chris Osborne, Paul Sharman, 
Ruth Fletcher (also HDC Cllr).
HDC Cllrs. Clive Trott (arrived 7.35pm) John Milne (arrived 7.45pm); WSCC Cllr. Nigel Dennis (arrived 8.25pm) 
Clerk: Sara Doy
Apologies:  HDNC – Ian Botting; HDC Cllr. Nigel Emery


	3
	Declaration of Members’ Interests relevant to this meeting:

TM – Blueprint; Ruth Fletcher – HDC Councillor, Horsham and Crawley Liberal Democrats

	4
	Approval of Minutes from meeting held on: 18.4.24
Approval proposed by PS, seconded by JP and agreed by all present.


	5
	Matters arising from last reports and Action points
Item 12 Licensing Committee: RF to forward information regarding the procedure for determining Licence Application to SD.


	 6
	Chair’s Report 

Meetings Attended:
29/04/2024 Town Centre Quarterly - with JP (See 8.13)
29/04/2024 HALC/ HDC Annual Meeting – with IB
07/05/2024 Blueprint Steering Group 
08/05/2024 HDC Annual Reception
Future Meetings:
20/05/2024 Shelley Memorial Project
11/06/2024 HDOPF – CO to attend
Membership:  Ian Botting has rescinded his decision to resign but has asked to be excused from attending HDNC monthly meetings until October when the usual dates will no longer clash with personal commitments.
As he will continue in all other aspects of his role members are asked to agree, as per our constitution, that he is temporarily excused from meetings.
All present agreed.
HDC Governance Peer Review:  The report has been circulated to members. It was generally very positive but gave some recommendations regarding scrutiny process, the planning committee system and continuous training for Councillors as well as, most important for us, the operation and organisation of the un-parished area. 
Shelley Memorial Project: There is still no announcement about the chosen design but a meeting will be held to discuss the matter further.
Housing and Communities Meeting with Cabinet Member Sam Raby and Andrew Smith:
Still awaiting a report combining information from the three NC meetings and what happens next. 

	7
	Clerk’s Report

Newsletter: SD reminded members to forward any ideas for the newsletter. SD knows a student who may be interested in carrying out the delivery.
RF commented that residents would be interested in what the NC is involved in.
Other suggestions included having newsletters made available in the shops or market stalls, and Warnham Nature Reserve visitor centre.
ACTION: JP to draft an article on Youth Provision and PS to draft an article on Wild Denne and select suitable photos.


	 

		


Reports from Members:

	8.1
	Finance               
Monthly Report:
GL provided the following report: 
Income: HDC Grant = £8983.00
Payments made since 18.4.24:
CAGNE annual membership = £10.00
WSCC Invoice for Clerk’s April salary = £400.31
Bank charges = £5.00
Parish Online = £90.00
Balance at 16.5.24 = £4032.31


	 8.2
	Section 106 and CIL
CIL Procedure: Thanks to members for their comments on the proposed governance procedure. TM attended the Blueprint Steering Group meeting and agreement was reached about comments to be submitted: changing the role of the Director of Place to that of practical and legal approval rather than decision making; also including a clause about the frequency of panel meetings. 
Additionally, HDNC has queried the number of Blueprint representatives, the neutrality of the Local Member and the longevity of appointments to the panel.
RF commented that the longevity of appointments should be up to the NCs and Blueprint. 
JM commented that a time limit for appointments would not be set, but whatever procedure is set up could be reviewed in 6 months’ time.


	8.3
	Planning
DC/24/0405 - Stable Block, Kaya Cafe application: There has been a response from Natural England requesting a Water Neutrality statement.

	 8.4

	Highwood      
Update:  Berkeley’s have laid gravel to improve the condition of the footpath under the A24 and also minimised and made more secure the fencing at the closed road off Hills Farm Lane.  The road will remain closed until the ANPR system is approved and a decision is made about the Community Centre. 
RF said that the Community Centre is still in abeyance. Construction costs have escalated and the economic position is not good for children’s nurseries.
There are still outstanding legal problems delaying the transfer of the allotments to HDC.

	8.5

	Community Services – Youth 
Contract: A signed copy of the 2022 contract has been received (175 pages)
4TheYouth Presentation to HDNC: It was agreed that it would be useful to invite representatives from 4TheYouth to a future HDNC meeting, to introduce themselves and explain what they do. JP suggested inviting them following the Quarterly Meeting in September.
JP said members are also welcome to visit the Youth Centre in Hurst Rd. 

	8.6
	Community Services – Older People  
Nothing to report.


	8.7
	Climate Change and the Environment
HDC Wildways: PS reported that the scheme is in progress. Some signs explaining the scheme to the public have been vandalised and there are mixed opinions and some resistance from residents.
Greenprint Project: Following his attendance at last month’s meeting Steve Hill has provided information that the project covers 277,236 m2 in Horsham. The Volume of grass arisings will be measured and recorded by the contractor throughout the life of the project.  Working out the amount required to produce a useable amount of biochar forms part of the trial. It is not possible for residents' garden waste to be used.
The mowing regime has started and was observed in Hills Farm Lane. It requires a 4-man gang and starts by strimming around obstacles, followed by the mowing machine that offloads arisings into a trailer. Unfortunately, there are no warning or safety signs and the trailer parked near a blind bend causing vehicles to drive on the wrong side of the road and then caused gridlock while the mower was emptied. The lack of safety precautions was reported to Greenprint and WSCC will discuss procedure with the contractor. 
PS commented that he considers the mowing regime too ‘timid’ as there is only one less cut per year. He also considers that ‘No Mow May’, where no grass is cut in May, has no benefit and it would be better if the grass was left uncut until the end of the summer.
JM believes that given time the verges will become more fertile for wildflowers.
RF commented that to begin with there will be a need for extra men and machinery, but in future years less cuts will be required. JM added that previously, when the cut grass was not collected, it caused problems e.g. blocking drains.

	8.8
	Highways and Transport
Worthing Rd: The SGN works finished on time and the road reopened on 10th May: a considerable achievement in view of the appalling weather since February.
Guildford Road: Road works start near the CO-OP on 28th May for two weeks. This may be connected with the pelican crossing. 
JM commented that the flooding is still bad. TM thought it might be to do with a water leak at the junction of Hills Farm Lane which Southern Water is in the process of repairing.
Tanbridge Park School: A message was received from the headmaster Mark Sheridan about his concern for pupils crossing Hills Farm Lane during drop off and pick up times. He asked for support from HDNC if the school submitted a Community Highways scheme. TM met him on 14th May and was able to give some advice on what he needed to do and who to contact. 
The School currently has no Travel Plan. TM suggested that the headmaster also contact JM as Local Councillor for both HDC & WSCC. 
RF commented that due to the speed of traffic along Hills Farm Lane, a crossing would need traffic lights. TM suggested that the Wardens could carry out checks at school pick up time.
ACTION: TM to forward information to JM.
Updates: Progress reports have been requested from WSCC about outstanding matters including improving the pavement over the North Street railway and creating a pavement across the grass verge opposite the North Street subway. A meeting is to be confirmed with James Hall, Highways Steward.
Butterfly Project, Springfield Road: JP reported that vans are parking illegally when picking up and dropping off passengers, which is causing traffic problems. As it is in the HTNC area an email will be sent to the Clerk.

	8.9
	Communications

Social Media:  X / Twitter: Followers = 203; Following = 252;  Facebook: Followers = 175
The HTNC Clerk has contacted NH regarding the sharing of posts relevant to all three NCs.


	8.10
	Park/Countryside and Leisure
Park Meeting: Notes from the meeting on 15th April have been circulated to members.
Green Space Strategy: Thanks to members for commenting on the document. A reply will be submitted before the extended deadline of 7th June.
Denne Cemetery Board: The draft text has been done for the two notice boards – one concerning the wild life and one about the notable graves. HDNC has queried the location of the noticeboards and asked that some signposting information is also available at the Lych gate entrance.

	 8.11
	Emergency Plan/ Winter Maintenance
Nothing to report.


	8.12
	Police and Neighbourhood Wardens
April Report from the Wardens: The report had been circulated. 
March report:  Some queries regarding the format were raised with the Wardens’ supervisor Carol Boniface, mainly trying to reconcile items that appear in more than one place. Some, but not all, answers have been received.

	8.13
	Town Centre
Meeting with Clare Mangan: TM and JP attended a meeting on 29th April. There was little new information other than that a consultant Greg McDonald has been engaged to kick start the review of Horsham District Economic Development Strategy and another consultant 4OC is looking at the HDC Economic Development Service internally and its delivery over the next few years. (see item 12 RF report)

Advertising Flag banners: These are banned in the town centre under the “A” Board policy, but one has recently appeared in the Carfax. It is proving difficult to find out at HDC which team is enforcing the policy.
RF thought that the Wardens should be the first point of contact with shops and businesses.
ACTION: SD to contact Carol Boniface, Wardens Supervisor.

	8.14
	HALC

HALC & HDC Annual Meeting 29/4/24: IB attended and his notes had been circulated. The official minutes will be circulated in due course.


	9.
	HTCP

HTCP Meeting 13/5/24: NH was unable to attend. SD will forward the minutes in due course.

	 10.
	Horsham Blueprint Neighbourhood Forum
The Steering Group meeting on 7th May only discussed the CIL governance procedure (see 8.1)

	11.
	Members’ Questions and Comments
Premier Inn , North Street: NH saw rumours on social media that the Hotel is to be demolished and replaced with a new multi-storey hotel. 
Ashleigh Road water leak: RF reported that Southern Water have finally fixed the leak.

	12.
	Reports from District and County Councillors 

HDC Cllr. Ruth Fletcher

Annual Council Meeting: There have been some role changes.
There is an extra Cabinet member, Cllr. Anthony Frankland, who will deal with Performance, Customer Service and Communications. JM commented that there needs to be a member dedicated to projects such as the Capitol refurbishment. Cllr. Jon Olson has stepped down as Cabinet Member for Leisure, Culture and Greenspaces and Cllr. David Skipp has taken over this role. Cllr. Nigel Emery is the new Chair, and Cllr. Tony Bevis is the new Deputy Chair.
Young Market Trader Event: This is a national competition and celebration of young market traders. This event was hosted by the West Street Entrepreneurs’ Market.

Kinder Living: They are setting up a group for sustainable businesses.

Horsham Golf and Fitness application - DC/23/1178: The application was rejected. It is expected that it will go to Appeal, but by then the Local Plan will have been submitted. JM commented that there are numerous developers trying to ‘beat’ the plan.

Economic Development: A consultant, Greg MacDonald, is working closely with HDC on a new strategy. JM advised that the current strategy concentrated on local businesses rather than attracting new businesses into Horsham. RF added that GM is talking to Councillors, business sectors, and stakeholders to understand their aspirations. (See also 8.13)

Swan Walk: There is a potential new buyer, which is an investment company.
TM enquired about the Wilkinson’s unit; RF responded that there is active interest in it.

Old Fire Station, Hurst Rd: There is interest for a mixed development, not just housing. JM added that HDC considered bidding for it, so development could be joined up to the Ambulance Station site.

Swan Walk Car Park: The top floor will be closed in the evenings to prevent anti-social behaviour.

Low Income Family Tracker: Software used by HDC has discovered that many residents are not getting all the benefits that they are due. This amounts to £89k of unclaimed benefits. Officers are working to help residents submit claims.

Houses for Refugees: HDC has 24 properties now available for refugees from Ukraine and Afghanistan. When the properties are no longer needed by refugees, they can be used for HDC housing stock.

Food Waste Collection: Commercial food waste will be collected first, then household food waste is to also be collected.

Drill Hall: The 6-week moratorium has expired and there have been no expressions of interest; therefore the deal with Lifespring Church is likely to go ahead.

HDC Cllr. Clive Trott

D Day Celebrations 6/6/2024:  There is to be a lunchtime event at the new Fire Station, to which 4 surviving Veterans from the Horsham District have been invited, and will include the British Legion and Armed Forces Breakfast Club. In the evening there will be bellringing at the Church, prayers at the Bandstand, followed by 40’s music. A beacon will be lit in the Carfax.

HDC Cllr. John Milne

Gatwick 2nd Runway: The officers’ view is that it the proposal will not succeed. There is a lot of resistance and the Airport is not responding well to criticisms. It is opposed by all the local MPs, but the Secretary of State will make the final decision.

Review of Airspace: The last decision was made 50 years ago. The aim is to make air traffic control more efficient and have better stacking of planes. JM is not sure what effect it will have on the number of planes and flight paths in specific areas.

WSCC Cllr. John Milne

Childcare: Working parents can now have 30 hours of free childcare per week. 

IT:  WSCC is upgrading its software from SAP to Oracle Fusion. The cost will go from £2.5 million to £40 million. Assets may need to be sold to help cover the cost. JM is seeking further information. 

WSCC Cllr. Nigel Dennis 

Arun House: The procurement for the QE2 satellite school has been terminated and cannot proceed this school year. Therefore, work cannot start until September 2025.

Millais Secondary School: There has been a consultation on a proposal to change Millais to a Co-education school. The School opposes it, but WSCC is in favour of the school becoming Co-ed.  Millais is carrying out its own consultation.

Road Works:
Richmond Road: Work to repair a gas leak was carried out at the end of April.
Wimblehurst Road: Emergency works to repair a water leak were carried out.
Gladstone Road: Southern Water works will be carried out overnight.
 

	13.
	Meeting closed at 8.55pm  

Next meeting 20th June 2024: NH gave apologies in advance.
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