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Horsham Denne Neighbourhood Council 	
	
Minutes of the Meeting held on 21st March 2024

Venue: Front room, Methodist Church, London Rd, Horsham
 
	Item
	Detail

	1
	Meeting Opened by Chair at 7.00pm. 


	2
	Attendance and apologies for absence:

Attending – HDNC: Chair - Trudie Mitchell, Judy Pounds, Chris Osborne, Paul Sharman.
HDC Cllr. Clive Trott (left 8pm); WSCC Cllr. Nigel Dennis (arrived 8.25pm) 
Clerk: Sara Doy
Apologies:  HDNC – Ian Botting, Nigel Hillpaul, Gianni Lozzi, Ruth Fletcher (also HDC Cllr); 
HDC Cllr. Nigel Emery, HDC and WSCC Cllr. John Milne.


	3
	Declaration of Members’ Interests relevant to this meeting:

Nothing to declare.

	4
	Approval of Minutes from meeting held on: 15.2.24
Approval proposed by PS, seconded by JP and agreed by all present.


	5
	Matters arising from last reports and Action points
All action points completed or in hand.


	 6
	Chair’s Report 

Meetings Attended

20/02/2024 Drill Hall Briefing (See also item 12)
28/02/2024 Planning Peers Challenge (See item 8.3)
07/03/2024 Highwood Update with Barbara Childs and Adrian Smith (virtual) (See item 8.4)
12/03/2024 Horsham Green Spaces Forum (See item 8.7)
15/03/2024 Shelley Memorial Project Museum Evening 
19/03/2024 Horsham District Older People’s Forum (virtual) (See item 8.6)
19/03/2024 NC’s Quarterly with HDC
20/03/2024 Planning Training (virtual) (See item 8.3)
21/03/2024 Property Update Liz Williams 

Future Meetings 
QE2 School t.b.c.
25/03/2024 HDC/ Parishes Climate Action (virtual) 
28/03/2024 Sam Raby Cabinet Member for Housing, Communities and Wellbeing and Andrew Smith, Head of Housing and Communities. 
15/04/2024 Parks Quarterly + JP
17/04/2024 Town Centre Quarterly + JP
HDNC 50th Anniversary:  HDC celebrates its 50th anniversary this year; it was formed in April 1974 when Horsham Urban Council amalgamated with Chanctonbury and Horsham Rural Councils. At the same time the Neighbourhood Councils were set up to represent the un-parished area of Horsham town, therefore it is also our Golden Anniversary. 
TM asked how HDNC could mark the anniversary. 
ACTION: Members to forward any ideas.
Membership: 
NH is currently unwell, and RF is recovering from an operation. SD will send Get Well cards.
NC’s Quarterly with HDC:  Items discussed included the Drill Hall sale and Capitol upgrade and the green spaces strategy. There has been little impact caused by the increase in the Special Charge or the free parking at Sainsbury’s on HDC Car Park income. Much of the discussion related to recent or forthcoming peer reviews. Notes will be circulated once agreed by HDC.  
Horsham District Council Local Plan:  TM and SD sent in the HDNC response on 26th February, which has been acknowledged.   Once Strategic Planning has had the opportunity to see the number of comments received, after the consultation closure on 1st March, an update will be provided on the website regarding the expected publication date of all representations. There were approx. 1500 comments submitted.
Shelley Memorial Project: TM attended the evening event at Horsham Museum on 15th March, publicising the consultation vote. It was well attended by supporting individuals and organisations and Councillors. The decision on the selected memorial design is expected mid-April.
Covid Vaccinations:  The Horsham Collaborative Primary Care Network centre for COVID vaccinations has been moved from Christ’s Hospital to Bohunt School. Volunteers are required for 5 Sundays starting 28th April.

	7
	Clerk’s Report

Horsham District Neighbourhood Watch Association: Following notification last month that HDNWA had gone into suspension due to Sussex Police ceasing providing weekly crime information, HDNC received an update. Sussex Police have agreed to provide at least fortnightly Alert messages and therefore HDNWA has lifted the suspension.

Abandoned shopping trolleys: SD contacted Steve Christian, HDC Environmental Enforcement, to ask for an update on Sainsbury’s Purchek system, and also to report several trolleys belonging to Sainsbury’s, Lidl and TK Maxx that had been dumped in the London Rd car park. SC responded he had been informed that all Sainsbury’s large trolleys have been adapted and the Purchek system is now fully operational, but it won’t be 100% effective. SC suggested HDNC use the Trolleywise website to report the trolleys in the car park.
ACTION: SD to check and report if necessary.

Resident Enquiries: 
Highwood Play Area: A resident contacted HDNC again to report that the ground near the Zip wire was in a very muddy state. SD passed this on to Sorin Caraiman, HDC Parks Dept. who advised that high footfall in the area had damaged the grass that is needed to grow into the plastic sheets. SC is considering putting down chippings within a timber enclosure, in the new financial year.
Reports:
Pothole outside Wimblehurst Hotel, Wimblehurst Rd: Following contact from a resident, SD reported the pothole on 13/3/24.
Estate Agent sign, lying on verge on corner of Hills Farm Lane, Brockhurst Close: SD asked the relevant Estate Agent to remove the board. 
Farthing’s Hill A24 slip road: SD completed an online report regarding the faded road markings. 

West Street Cycling: Following confirmation from Matt Gray, WSCC Principal Traffic Engineer, that some of the old signs would be replaced, SD forwarded the information to the Wardens, Police and HDC. SD emailed MG to ask when the work would be carried out and was advised it should be completed before the end of April.

Great British Spring Clean 15th to 31st March: On 18/3/24 HDC emailed information to HDNC asking for help with publicising this initiative encouraging residents to get together and clean up their local areas.


	 

		


Reports from Members:

	8.1
	Finance               
GL provided the following report: 
Payments made since 15.2.24:
WSCC invoice for Clerk’s February salary plus overtime = £552.29
Bank charges = £5.00
Church Hall Hire = £39.75
Balance at 21.3.24 = £4685.26

Horsham Green Spaces Sponsorship:  At the February meeting possible ideas for sponsorship were mooted; these included supporting Horsham Green Spaces Forum (HGS), which has no funding, to create a website. HGS is doing excellent work to raise awareness of protecting the environment and creating wildways in Horsham. This work benefits HDNC and HDNC has now received a request to donate £298.56 to cover costs for 2024. A further request has been made to fund website costs for 2025 and 2026. 
Members agreed 1) Payment from the 2023-4 budget for £298.56 2) Payments for 2025 and 2026 (to a maximum of £300 p.a.)
ACTION: SD to contact HGS to confirm funding and arrange for payment.
Meeting Hall Discount:  At the last meeting it was noticed that the radiators were not on and the hall was very cold. SD contacted the Secretary who apologised and it was discovered that the bookings had been incorrectly made for the 4th Thursday instead of the 3rd Thursday. The Secretary has corrected the rest of the bookings and cancelled the charge for February and a previous meeting that had no heating. Thanks to SD for obtaining this discount.

	 8.2
	Section 106 and CIL
Nothing to report.

	8.3
	Planning
Queen Elizabeth II School: Still waiting information from WSCC regarding completion of the lease and occupancy.
Planning Peers Challenge:  Several meetings were held with different interest groups; but it was disappointing that the Parish and Neighbourhood Councils meeting on 28th February was poorly attended by the parishes. HDC have not yet received the full report but will create an action plan based on recommendations, after which there will be a 6-month review. It is acknowledged that planning applications are taking too long to determine.
Parish and Neighbourhood Council Planning Training: The virtual meeting held on 20th March was attended by over 30 councillors. Three presentations were made:
1) Changes to the NPPF 2023 – what they mean for Horsham District 
2) Horsham District Local Plan and Neighbourhood Plans – an update on the Local Plan review and the need to review Neighbourhood Plans 
3) Water Neutrality – ‘Mythbusting’
Most questions related to the timing of reviewing Neighbourhood Plans and if an out-of-date Neighbourhood Plan would have an adverse effect on CIL contributions.

	 8.4

	Highwood
Update: TM had a virtual meeting on 7th March with Barbara Childs, Director of Place and Adrian Smith, Major Applications Team Leader to discuss outstanding matters including the Community Centre, Arun Bridge access road, A24 underpass footpath and the allotments. This was also discussed at the NC’s Quarterly meeting since work on the access road started in 2018 and is unlikely to be completed until the community centre is built; this has an adverse effect on residents.

	8.5

	Community Services – Youth 
JP provided a report on the meeting with HDC, 4TheYouth and the NCs, which was circulated prior to the meeting. The main points were:
· The Youth Contract work continues and includes the Snack Wagon visiting the Needles estate once a week, One to One work at the Secondary Schools, work with non-attenders, a group focusing on social anxiety, and the Hurst Road café which opens on Wednesday afternoons.
· There has been an introductory meeting between 4TheYouth and Lifespring Church.
· HDC confirmed that the uplift to the Grant up to £52k had been agreed, but as the 3 year contract would now exceed £150k it need to be checked by HDC Legal.
· 4TheYouth confirmed that the uplift would enable them to continue with the contract for 3 years.

4TheYouth Contract: HDC needs written confirmation from each Neighbourhood Council agreeing to the preparation of a variation to the contract to ensure it is valid for the next 3 years.  
All Members present agreed to HDC producing a variation to the Youth Provision Contract.
ACTION: SD to confirm to HDC.

	8.6
	Community Services – Older People  
Horsham District Older People’s Forum Meeting. CO and TM joined the meeting on 19th March by Zoom. 
Presentations were made by representatives of the Horsham Lions regarding the “message in a bottle” scheme; NHS Sussex and Community Pharmacies, mainly about the problems fulfilling prescriptions; and by Health and Independent Living Support (HILS) concerning their meals on wheels service. 
Full notes by CO have been circulated.  




	8.7
	Climate Change and the Environment
Horsham Green Spaces Meeting 12/3/24: This included a demonstration of the new Website which looked very good and presentations from WSCC Greenprint and Wireless World offering a free trial, using camera trap techniques https://www.wirelesswild.co.uk/ 
Breakout groups discussed how to improve communication with aspects of local society – residents, businesses, schools, religious organisations and allotments. 

Wild Denne Update: PS circulated his update prior to the meeting. The main points were:
The Wildways project which aims to provide corridors for wildlife and pollinators through the Town, is progressing well, and Wild Denne is continuing to make its contribution on behalf of the residents of our neighbourhood. 
HDC have been very positive and active in this, and the first stage, the changing of the mowing regime to meadow management on selected parcels of land is about to get underway. Initially the number of sites where some meadow management will be undertaken is 27 in the District and Town, 10 of which are in Denne, plus Horsham Park and Tanbridge Park, which are to be treated under separate schemes. Sample signage for these sites has already been produced and plans for contractors to follow have been drawn up. These revised plans come into play soon and the scheme will run initially for three years, at the end of which results will be assessed and further plans made if the idea proves successful.

WSCC Greenprint: This is an innovative project to turn grass cuttings from highway verges into biofuel and road materials. Steve Hill, WSCC Parish and Community Engagement offered to explain further at a HDNC meeting.
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/maintaining-roads-verges-and-pavements/verge-maintenance/greenprint/
ACTION: SD to invite SH to the April meeting.


	8.8
	Highways and Transport
Road Closures: The Southern Gas Network works in Worthing Road have caused heavy congestion, especially in Guildford Rd at peak commuting and school drop off/pick up hours with holdups back to the Farthings Hill roundabout.  There has also been severe congestion on Saturdays on the approach to town and around the Sainsbury’s car park. Reports have been made to SGN and updates received noting a delay on the Blackbridge Lane works.
The Blackbridge Lane is now open and traffic can move along Worthing Rd between Cricketfield Rd and Hop Oast. SGN has been informed that the signage is unclear and potentially dangerous.
There have been delays to the Carfax works caused by the very wet weather. HDNC were notified that the closure permit had been extended to 15th March, it has been further extended to 27th. HDNC contacted Metro Buses because the posters on the Carfax bus shelter refer to reopening on 10th March; these notices will be changed as a matter of urgency. WSCC have confirmed that the reddish colour grouting used on the ramps will be changed to grey. 
20mph Proposal from Trafalgar NC: Following discussion at the HDNC February meeting a response was sent to HTNC on 4th March expressing concern about including the major through roads Merryfield Drive/Redford Avenue and Rushams Rd. HDNC do not feel able to support the proposal until further consultation has taken place. 
North Street Bridge Pavement: WSCC Highways have been informed about the difficulties caused by the gradient and camber for wheel chair users at the Station end approach. A reply was received from James Hall on 8th March that the problem is being looked at with the senior highways steward and JH will get back soon with regards to their thoughts.
JP commented that the pavement has been cleaned up but the blue railings look very scruffy.

	8.9
	Communications
Social Media: NH provided a report prior to the meeting: There has been no change from previous months. 
Twitter/ X: 203 following, 241 followers
Facebook:  133 following, 165 followers


	8.10
	Park/Countryside and Leisure
Park Station Entrance: Additional work has been done to make this important entrance more open and attractive. The new flower beds have been planted up by the Friends’ volunteers. JP commented that it is a big improvement.
North Parade Railings:  HDC eventually found a company capable of replicating the existing railings; these were installed at the beginning of March.
Horsham Park Lampposts:  The traditional lanterns will be retained but the lights will be replaced by more economic LEDs. Work is hoped to start in September.
Denne Cemetery: Jo Nixon, Parks and Countryside Visitor Experience Officer and Nikki Caxton Museum Curator are involved in producing signage and QR codes linked to information on the HDC website. Horsham Society has offered to fund a noticeboard.


	 8.11
	Emergency Plan/ Winter Maintenance
Nothing to report



	8.12
	Police and Neighbourhood Wardens
Steering Group Meeting 6/3/24:  IB’s report related mainly to the Wardens’ report and was circulated prior to the meeting. 
Neighbourhood Police Team Meeting with Inspector Neil Durkan 13/3/24: IB’s report was circulated. The main points were:
· ND gave a presentation on the procedure for dealing with traveller encampments.
· Community Speedwatch, included the problem of recruiting volunteers and siting the devices.
· The DISC scheme is having a positive impact on the town.


	8.13
	Town Centre
Park Place Refuse Bin Store: There are problems with the location in the permitted planning application. A new planning application will be submitted by HDC. 
Litter Bins in Middle Street: The stickers from vapes have been removed but the paint has come off too. There is a project to repaint the bins in April; stores selling vapes have been visited to request proper disposal of stickers.
Riverside Walk Footpath Tanbridge Park: There is money in the Capital budget 2024/5 to put in lighting from the bridge near the Aldi site.  
Christmas Lights: The contract will go out to tender to approx. 10 companies by May. Submissions will be invited on three tiers: basic, enhanced and with additional sponsorship (as proposed by the BID – businesses want to make more of an impact). The NCs will be involved when selecting from shortlisted candidates.
Swan Walk Car Park:  The top deck is ready to open once inspected. HDC are considering some safety work in the undercroft because pedestrians use this route, used by delivery vehicles, as a short cut from the Albion Way bus stop into the shopping centre via the fire exit.
Markets: There are be new offers including an antiques and collectables market and a Friday market.

	8.14
	HALC
AGM 21/2/24: NH attended the virtual meeting and reported that the following Items were raised: Water Neutrality Policy (addressed in the Local Plan); Speedwatch; concerns regarding HDC planning department and problems with Neighbourhood Plans.

	9.
	HTCP

Nothing to report.

	 10.
	Horsham Blueprint Neighbourhood Forum
Nothing to report.

	11.
	Members’ Questions and Comments
None

	12.
	Reports from District and County Councillors 

HDC Councillor Clive Trott

Council Tax: The HDC portion has stayed at 2%. There has been a large increase to the Special Charge but it was from a low base. There have been a lot of comments on social media.

80th Anniversary of D Day: CT is the Armed Forces Champion. The Anniversary will be celebrated on Thursday 5th June prior to the King going to France on the 6th. The Fire Brigade are taking the lead, but there is no input from the British Legion. CT is aware that there are two veterans living in the District. The main events will take place in Portsmouth.
ACTION: Members to forward ideas for celebrations in Horsham to SD who will forward to CT.

Swan Walk: (See also February minutes item 23).  The three options are to 1) Break it up, 
2) Find another company to manage it, or 3) HDC to buy it. CT considers Swan Walk to be an important asset to the town; HDC could preserve the shopping centre and move into the top floor. The number of parking spaces could be increased. An independent consultant is looking at it. There is some interest, but HDC would be the preferred bidder as they have a 15% share. 
TM commented that the top floor of the car park is to reopen soon. Also, the undercroft which some people use as a short cut to get to the shopping centre from the Albion Way bus stop is to be made safer.

Drill Hall: It is very likely that Lifespring Church will buy the hall. CT thought it regrettable that there had been no encouragement for people or groups to use it for some time.

Licensing Committee: TM asked CT how the committee operates. HDNC had recently received information from the Licensing Department about how to respond to applications using 4 objectives only. CT is no longer on the committee but will ask a current member to talk to HDNC.    ACTION: CT

WSCC Cllr. Nigel Dennis

Parkfield: JP previously reported that half of the wall on the grass verge is missing. Parish Online showed that WSCC owns the land but it is not known who is responsible for the wall.
ACTION: ND to investigate
Queen Elizabeth II School Extension, Hurst Rd: (See February minutes item 8.3) TM tried to arrange a meeting with Leigh Hunnikin, WSCC, to discuss the situation but LH has been unavailable due to sickness.         
ACTION: ND to find out who else could be contacted.

North Street railway bridge (pedestrian side): ND considered that this location, could potentially be improved to make the pavement wider and safer. He sent details to WSCC Horsham Area Sustainability Study as it is a key corridor into the town. ND thought that the only solution would be to build a parallel footbridge, but it would be very expensive.(See 8.8)
 
Buses: The 200 Horsham to Gatwick service now travels via Wimblehurst Road instead of Richmond Road. It runs throughout the night and is useful for people who have night flights and airport staff.
There is now a ‘real time’ information board at the bus stop outside the Law Courts, Hurst Rd.

Secondary School Places: This year there has been problems with a shortage of spaces for boys. This is due to Forest School changing to a Co-Ed School. Millais School for girls, has 120 spare places and is consulting on changing to a Co-Ed School. Bohunt has increased its number of spaces.

North Street parking: Some residents who live in the old cottages and flats above Shaws Glass have asked if they can use the parking bays outside Shaws which are currently used by Co Wheels (for car sharing). It has been suggested that the Co Wheels spaces be moved to the Station car park. However, there is no right to parking.

Hop Oast Recycling Centre: The Centre will change to summer opening hours after Easter – 9am to 6pm (except on Tuesdays and Wednesdays)

Flooding in Hurst Road by Collyer’s bus stop: Ponding is getting worse but ND has reported this several times.

HGV Signage: JP enquired if there is any update. ND said he and John Milne have asked Steve Douglas, WSCC, but have had no response.
 

	13.
	Meeting closed at 8.50pm  

Next meeting 18th April 2024
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