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Horsham Denne Neighbourhood Council 	
	
Minutes of the Meeting held on 18th May 2023

Venue: Church Lounge, Methodist Church, London Rd, Horsham
 
	Item
	Detail

	1
	Meeting Opened at 7.00pm and Welcome from the Chair


	2
	Attendance and apologies for absence:

Attending – HDNC: Chair - Trudie Mitchell, Nigel Hillpaul, Judy Pounds (left 8.25pm);
Ian Botting, Chris Osborne, Paul Sharman, Joyce Mooney (JMo), Ruth Fletcher (also HDC Cllr.)
WSCC Cllr. Nigel Dennis (arrived 8.05pm)
Clerk: Sara Doy
A resident attended to observe the meeting.
Apologies:  HDNC – Gianni Lozzi; HDC and WSCC Cllrs. John Milne; HDC Cllrs. Nigel Emery, 
Chris Franke, Clive Trott; WSCC Cllr. Andrew Baldwin

	3
	Declaration of Members’ Interests

TM – Blueprint; IB – HTCP; RF – HDC Councillor, Horsham and Crawley Liberal Democrats, Blueprint, Horsham District Cycling Forum 

	4
	Approval of Minutes from meeting held on 20.4.23:
Approval proposed by NH, seconded by IB, and agreed by all present.

	5
	Matters arising from last reports and Action points

All Action Points completed or in hand.


	6
	Chair’s Report

Meetings Attended
26/04/2023 Climate Change HDC and HDNC (see 8.7) 
02/05/2023 Blueprint Steering Group (see 10)
11/05/2023 Neighbourhood Police Team (NPT) (virtual) (see 8.12)

Future Meetings 
24/05/2023 HDC AGM and Reception
25/05/2023 Park Terrace Gardens Conservation area consultation (virtual) 
26/05/2023 Museum Exhibition Preview 
13/06/2023 Horsham Green Spaces Forum tbc
King Charles III Coronation:  Although HDNC played no active role in festivities in our area, it seems right to give thanks for the celebratory efforts made by HDC in the Town Centre for the Coronation on 6th May and for organising other activities over the Bank Holiday weekend. 
HDNC wish King Charles and Queen Camilla a long and happy reign bringing benefit to all.
District Council Elections:  The election held on May 4th resulted in a Liberal Democrat majority for the whole Council and in particular Horsham Town which now has all LibDem Councillors. Members have been informed of the full results and we are awaiting information regarding the election of the new Leader and the subsequent appointment of Cabinet Members and Committee Members. This will be announced on 24th May.
Congratulations have been sent to new and re-elected members in the Denne and Holbrook West wards who represent Denne NC.
Neighbourhood Council Elections: Nominations closed today but we have not heard yet how many forms have been submitted for HDNC. It is unlikely that an election will be required on June 15th.
Unfortunately Steve Hyde has stood down because of unexpected work commitments, but he hopes to be able to be co-opted again in approx. 6-8 months.
Joyce Mooney is also standing down because of work and family commitments. JMo was co-opted in December 2021 and HDNC thanks her for her contribution; she hopes to be able to continue to support Wild Denne. 
NC’s Quarterly Meeting:  There have still not been any informative answers to actions arising from the March meeting; a further reminder has been sent this week.  
		
	
	







	7
	Clerk’s Report

Rats in Horsham Park: The issue of an increase in rats was raised at the last meeting. SD contacted HDC Parks Dept. who confirmed that they were aware of 4 new nests and action is being taken to reduce the number of rats in the Park by installing more bait boxes and regularly replenishing the poison. It could take a few weeks to notice a reduction in numbers. 

Wildflower Seeds: SD contacted HFNC to enquire if they had spare seeds that could be used by St Mary’s School in the HDNC area. HFNC responded that they have a use for their seeds. 
King Charles III has said that all school children will be given wildflower seeds.

Collett’s Alley: SD contacted HDC to ask when the permanent reinstatement of the slabs would be carried out and also reported two sand bags that had been left. The reinstatement has now been completed and the sand bags have been removed.
PS reported a new patch of tarmac in Middle Street opposite Collett’s Alley.

Broken benches, Causeway: SD contacted HDC regarding two broken benches outside Church Barn. Confirmation was received that they have been repaired.

Lights in Carfax and Chart Way: A resident contacted HDNC to query why street lights are on at 6pm in Carfax, which is a waste of electricity. They also reported that around 8.45pm, when it is getting dark, a lot of lights in Carfax and Chart Way were not on.
SD contacted HDC who said they would look into it. They will speak to Sun Alliance, about the lights on Chart Way which are their responsibility.

Trolleys in river: CO has reported that there are now two trolleys in the river, under the footbridge between Tanbridge Park estate and the new Aldi site. TM contacted the Wardens regarding the first trolley and they advised that as the trolley was in the River they would report it to the Environmental Agency. Following the report of the second trolley SD contacted the Wardens again and asked if they had an acknowledgement or reference number from the EA. TM and SD have also tried to report the trolleys on the online Trolleywise form recommended by the Wardens but have not received any confirmation or response.  RF commented that the EA do not seem to respond unless it is an urgent situation. CO believes that the trolleys belong to Sainsbury’s.
ACTION: SD to contact Sainsbury’s.

Hole behind Sainsbury’s: A resident asked about a large hole relating to work being carried out and footway closed signs, at the rear of Sainsbury’s, as it has been going on for a long time. It is not known who is doing the work or what it is for. HDC confirmed that it is not on their land. PS thought it might be Southern Water.
ACTION SD to contact Sainsbury’s.

Letters to Councillors following the Election: SD wrote letters of congratulations to all the Councillors who had been elected or re-elected, and gave information about HDNC to the new Councillors. 
ID Cards: SD will arrange for ID cards to be made up for any members who have not got one.  PS and RF require cards.
ACTION: SD to contact HDC and obtain photos. 

	 

	Reports from Members:


	8.1
	Finance               
GL provided a report prior to the meeting: 
Payments made since 20.4.23:
Trafalgar NC invoice for Wildflower seeds for Arunside School = £40.00
WSCC Clerk’s April salary = £352.27
Function28 website = £36.00
Bank charges = £5.00
Income – HDC Grant 2023/24 = £8983.00
Balance at 18/5/23 = £11,197.76
Parish Online Invoice: The annual invoice has been received for £90.00 which is the same amount as last year.
Members approved payment.
ACTION: TM to check if PS can have a Parish Online login and password which would be useful for his work relating to Wild Denne.

	 8.2
	Section 106 and CIL
CIL Procedure: On 24th April HDNC submitted suggestions to HDC on how the procedure should be set up and we are awaiting further consultation.
S106 Funds: HDC has agreed that the procedure for agreeing grants needs review and Barbara Childs, Director of Place is arranging a meeting with a group of officers to discuss. 
Suzanne Shaw, Planning Obligations Officer provided a link to information on the HDC website but there is little specific detail on procedure.                                                        https://www.horsham.gov.uk/community/grants-for-community-projects/section-106-funding
No money has been allocated or reserved for the Boxing Club, the notes on the Quarterly Report indicate that an enquiry had been made, and HDC may receive an application for funding. 
Nick Jenkins, HDC Community Services Manager, felt that the Boxing Club is deserving of financial help. 

	8.3
	Planning
Retrospective Applications: NH believes that HDC should have a more robust approach.
RF gave the example of Sussex House. There is legally nothing to stop retrospective applications. If the application would have been unacceptable, prior to work being carried out, the retrospective application can be refused.
JP referred to the application for 24B Carfax where 7 air conditioning units had been installed prior to the application being approved. RF agreed that it is bad practice but there is no penalty. 
PS said that Councils can take action if there is a clear abuse of the system.  RF added that pressure from residents does have an effect.
DC/23/0304 – Cemetery Lodge, Guildford Road: TM said that HDC submitted the application as they own the building but had not consulted HDNC prior to submission. HDNC queried if the refuse bin collection point on Guildford Road is suitable for Assisted Living accommodation. 
IB commented that the building is approx. 200 yards from Guildford Road.
RF advised that the building is being adapted so that it could be inhabited by someone with a disability, but it could also be inhabited by an able-bodied person/s. A dispensation from the Refuse Service could be obtained if needed. 
ACTION: TM to check with refuse department.

	 8.4

	Highwood
Meeting with Berkeley’s:  Adrian Smith, HDC Major Applications Team Leader received answers to points raised at the meeting on 10th February. 
Missing footpath link, under A24: TM was advised that the muddy section comes under Phase 12 of the development which is a future phase of the works.
Allotments: AS needs to contact the HDC Allotments Officer in view of the flooding.
Community Centre: This remains under consideration whilst awaiting water neutrality detail. The designs are under review so the application will not appear at a committee until later in the year. HDNC will be contacted about the construction access nearer the time.

	8.5

	Community Services – Youth 
4TheYouth: JP hopes to visit 4TheYouth at the café before the next formal meeting.


	8.6
	Community Services – Older People  
Horsham District Older Peoples’ Forum: The next public meeting is on 7/6/23 at Lavinia House.


	8.7
	Climate Change and the Environment
No Mow May: PS commented that the Council have nevertheless mowed some areas.
Berkeley’s land: TM is trying to find out about an area owned by Berkeley’s that could potentially be re-wilded.
Wild Denne Meeting 17/6/23: A meeting has been arranged for members of Wild Denne with David Bridges, who has experience in bringing about a rewilding project in Warnham.
HDC Climate Change Introductory Meeting for HDNC 26/4/23: SD’s notes from the meeting had been circulated to members involved with Wild Denne. Victoria Wyllie de Echeverria, HDC Climate Change Support Officer, provided a good explanation of the Knowledge Hub (KHub) and how to use it.
TM commented that it was disappointing that only about half of the Horsham District Parish Council have signed up to the KHub.
ACTION: SD to circulate her notes to all members.

	8.8
	Highways and Transport
Pondtail Road: Information was received from the Highways Steward in April that WSCC considered that the adjacent householder was responsible for clearing the pavement back to its original width and work would require a Traffic Management Plan HDNC considered this was an unnecessary complication of the work involved and asked Cllr. Andrew Baldwin if the matter could be raised at a higher level at WSCC. 
Surprisingly on 26th April a message was received from James Strachan, Assistant Area Highways Manager that a job has been raised works for the footpath siding works from opposite Trundlemead to 34 Broome Close. it is hoped to complete this work within 4-6 weeks. 
Railway Subway: TM contacted Cllr. Nigel Dennis on 10th May regarding flood water making the subway impassable. It was surprising to get a response from WSCC stating that drainage is the responsibility of Network Rail. This contradicts previous information, also WSCC resurfaced the path in 2016; relevant documents have been forwarded to ND. 
RF commented that WSCC should consider the subway as important as a highway, as it is a major route and if closed the diversion route is very long.
(See also item 12)
Albion Way Subway: JP reported that the drainage grates appear clogged up with mud and the cover is still there.
ACTION: SD to check with HDC.
Mowing: IB said that Guildford Road verges had recently been mown, but at the Guildford Road end of Hills Farm Lane, the verges had been left uncut. 
RF said that WSCC would have mowed their land, but the area adjacent to the Riverside Walk is HDC’s responsibility and may have been left to re-wild. RF added that it should be established who is responsible for mowing in the HDNC area and this information would be useful for Wild Denne.
ACTION: SD to enquire about the policy for mowing.

	8.9
	Communications

Social Media: Twitter figures remain static; Facebook has 2 more followers.
ND posted information regarding the Southern Water incident, forwarded by RF.


	8.10
	Park/Countryside and Leisure
Horsham Park: HDNC has been asked to publicise the Skatepark Open Day on 3rd June, 11.30-6.00  
Denne Road Cemetery: TM asked for information about the current mowing regime and the possibility of a wild flower meadow. Pete Crawford, Parks and Countryside Manager replied that the new management plan will be going to our new portfolio holder for approval and will then be circulated to interested parties for any final comments. 
The current mowing regime of the newer Hills section is a monthly cut during the growing season with the old St Mary’s part receiving an annual flail.  The management plan proposed changing the Hills section to a late summer cut and collect, which should slowly reduce the fertility of the site and encourage other wildflowers to come through.  It already has a good grassland flora, as is mentioned in the local wildlife site designation, so there is no point in adding a new seed mix, which could ultimately do more harm than good.

	 8.11
	Emergency Plan/ Winter Maintenance

Southern Water Incident: ND said that Southern Water had liaised with HDC to deal with the Priority Service for vulnerable people. RF commented that HDC were very unhappy with Southern Water’s response. (See also item 12)


	8.12
	Police /Neighbourhood Wardens

NPT (Neighbourhood Policing Team) Meeting 11/5/23: TM attended the online meeting with Inspector Neil Durkin for Parish and Neighbourhood Council Clerks as IB was unavailable and provided notes. The main points were: 
It was an introductory meeting as Neil Durkin has recently taken on the role. He intends to have monthly online meetings with PCs and NCs to provide updates and enable issues to be raised to increase awareness.
The NPT team based in Horsham Town will have 3-4 Sergeants, 6 Police Constables and 16 PCSOs. ND wants defined geographic responsibilities for the team and will also be speaking to the Neighbourhood Wardens on a monthly basis.
His main contacts in Horsham include PC James Munden, Shopwatch, the Night Club economy, industrial estates and Ken Broomfield, Neighbourhood Watch.
Nick Jenkins, HDC Community Safety, is investing in a disc system to allow businesses to link into the Police which will make reporting easier; the scheme will also have a rogues’ gallery and should be running by the Summer.
PC Clerks were given the opportunity to ask questions. TM raised the issues of Police visibility, safety after dark, ASB, cyclists, electric scooters and the PCSO boundaries.
PCSO Boundaries: It has always been very confusing as PCSO boundaries have borne no relation to NC or DC boundaries and parts of HDNC have been included in at  least 3 PCSO areas. Contact has been made with Inspector Neil Durkan regarding this problem and hopefully the situation will be simplified, if not fully resolved to suit HDNC.
Next NPT meeting 15th June: IB will attend.
Individual Coffee Meetings with Carol Boniface for Parish Clerks: IB said he would not attend.                                                                                                                                             ACTION: SD to arrange a date for TM and herself within the next two months. 
Steering Group Meeting with Wardens: IB will attend the next meeting on 24/5/23.
North Horsham Focus Group Meeting 15/5/23: IB provided a report: The meeting was chaired by Mandy Jamieson, Sussex Police Senior Communications Manager. It was poorly attended.
The main topics were: Anti-social driving; Community Speed Watch; Anti-social behaviour in the Town Centre and Southwater; the need to improve Police visibility.
Wardens’ April Report: This was circulated to members. IB provided a summary.

	8.13
	Town Centre
“A” Boards: Still awaiting information leaflet for distribution to businesses.

	8.14
	HALC 
Nothing to report.


	9.
	HTCP  
Nothing to report.

	 10.
	Horsham Blueprint Neighbourhood Forum
The Steering Group meeting on 2nd May discussed possible projects (dependent on CIL funds). 
The Blueprint AGM will take place on 10th July, HDNC Members are requested to attend.

	11.
	Members’ Questions and Comments
None

	12.
	Reports from District and County Councillors 

WSCC Councillor Nigel Dennis

Subway flooding: WSCC consider that the flooding came from Network Rail land. TM said in the past WSCC had accepted responsibility. ND is waiting for answers and if necessary will escalate to a higher level. TM said that Cllrs. John Milne and Colin Minto are also investigating it for the HFNC side of the subway. 
ND agrees that the situation is unsatisfactory. It could be due to the lack of a pump.
The alternative route over the station footbridge is currently offered by the station as a favour but is not an obligation. The correct route is via Station Road.  RF added that maybe the drains are blocked and the situation could have been made worse by the works carried out to the car park. (See also item 8.8)

Drainage problems:
Gladstone Road/ Hurst Road: This was reported back in January. Following further recent flooding, it has been requested to make it Priority 1.
Wimblehurst Road/Hurst Road: Drain clearance is scheduled for early June.

London Road: Minor amendments are proposed to the parking restrictions; double yellow lines outside 61 to 63.

Nisa, West Point: There has been no change of use as it will still be retail. Residents are concerned about potential parking problems, but these will be dealt with by normal parking enforcement. The former lighting shop has a few off-road parking spaces.

Hurst Road, opposite Sorting Office: Following a collision, WSCC found that the only solution would be to remove the parking bays, but this is not feasible. Overgrowth on the trees will be kept cut back and the parking bays will be re-marked.

Springfield Road resurfacing: This has still not been carried out as the schedule is running behind. 

HDC Councillor Ruth Fletcher

HDC: All Council work halted due to the elections. The new positions will be announced on 24/5/23.

WSCC Councillor John Milne (provided a report prior to the meeting)

WSCC: The County Council remains in a quiet phase. There is a Full Council meeting next week after an interval of several months. 
 
Southern Water Incident 14/5/23: JM was able to ask Becky Shaw (CEO, WSCC) directly about this and she readily accepted that the response was unsatisfactory. Southern Water had key responsibility for action but they failed to meet expectations in a number of ways:
1) Communications were slow and chaotic, and delegated to relatively junior staff
2) This led to significant confusion about which areas would be affected
3) Southern Water refused to list affected areas by postcode but instead used their own designations. When they said that Turner’s Hill would be affected it turned out to mean that this included Crawley and Three Bridges.
4) For far too long there was only one bottled water distribution centre at Billingshurst even though the largest affected population area was in Horsham.
5) At no point did Southern Water contact HDC to declare a Major Incident. As a result HDC were largely excluded from the emergency response.

On the plus side, the pre-prepared distribution of water to addresses on the vulnerable persons list went ahead. 
BS promised a full review of the response.


	13.
	Meeting closed at 8.50pm:    

Next Meeting: 22nd June 2023
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