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Horsham Denne Neighbourhood Council 	
	
Minutes of the Meeting held on 20th April 2023

Venue: Church Lounge, Methodist Church, London Rd, Horsham
 
	Item
	Detail

	1
	Meeting Opened at 7.00pm and Welcome from the Chair


	2
	Attendance and apologies for absence:

Attending – HDNC: Chair - Trudie Mitchell, Nigel Hillpaul, Ian Botting, Chris Osborne, 
Paul Sharman, Joyce Mooney (JMo), Ruth Fletcher
HDC Cllr. Ruth Fletcher; WSCC Cllr. John Milne 
Clerk: Sara Doy
Apologies:  HDNC: Judy Pounds, Gianni Lozzi, Steve Hyde; HDC Cllr. Peter Burgess, HDC Cabinet Member for Horsham Town, Tony Hogben; WSCC Cllrs. Andrew Baldwin, Nigel Dennis


	3
	Declaration of Members’ Interests

TM – Blueprint; IB – HTCP 

	4
	Approval of Minutes from meeting held on 17.3.23:
Approval proposed by JMo, seconded by NH, and agreed by all present.

	5
	Matters arising from last reports and Action points

All Action Points completed or in hand.


	6
	Chair’s Report

Meetings Attended

21/03/2023 Neighbourhood Councils’ Quarterly 
21/03/2023 Highwood Construction Access – virtual meeting with Adrian Smith, HDC planning 
22/03/2023 Park Meeting TM and JP 
27/03/2023 Blueprint Steering Group
12/04/2023 HDC CIL procedure – virtual meeting for NCs 

Future Meetings 
02/05/2023 Blueprint Steering Group
Thank you:  Following my shoulder operation, very many thanks to all members for your good wishes and generous gifts. 
NC Elections:  It is likely that the nominations’ process will take place approximately 10th – 18th May for the Neighbourhood Councils’ election on June 15th  
NC’s Quarterly Meeting:  The notes have been circulated to members; main points include implementation of the “A” Boards policy; updates on S106 queries and CIL governance training; the Denne Cemetery management plan and construction access to the Highwood Community Centre.  
Constitution:  The NC’s are still waiting for a response from HDC to the amendments submitted on the draft revised constitution. We were told 28th February that someone would make contact; another reminder has been sent.
		
	
	







	7
	Clerk’s Report

Resident enquiries

Pavement adjacent to Capitol: As reported at the previous meeting, a resident (member of HFNC) contacted HDNC regarding the poor state of the slabs on the pavement. ND advised that WSCC had arranged for remedial work to be carried out and new slabs would be laid. Unfortunately following completion of the work, due to vehicles driving over the slabs further remedial work needed to be carried out. WSCC has now laid tarmac in place of the slabs.
RF commented that as there had always been paving slabs in this location it should not have been necessary to lay tarmac.

Barriers and yellow cover left in subway: A resident reported barriers had been left in the subway under Albion Way for many weeks. SD contacted HDC who advised it was the responsibility of WSCC and they had reported the barriers and a broken yellow cover to WSCC. The barriers have now been removed. (See also item 12)

Path into Park (next to Hospital): The same resident reported that this well-used path into the Park was in a very muddy state and needed sweeping. SD contacted Sorin Caraiman. HDC Parks Operations Manager, who said he would get his team and the street cleaning team to clean the path.

Seagulls: A resident contacted HDNC to make us aware of problems relating to the increase of seagulls in the town centre and the nuisance caused by their screeching. He had already been in contact with HDC Environmental Health and HDC Cllr. Clive Trott. 
The response from Environmental Health was that that seagulls ‘are at their nosiest and most aggressive at this time of year. This should abate when the nesting season is over towards the end of July. There is no statutory duty on the owner of a building to take action to deter the gulls, however there are actions that can be taken including installing anti-bird spikes, parallel wires, bird netting, bird gels, decoy Kites/hunting bird replicas or ultrasonic repellent devices. They could also remove any nests on their property once the nesting season is over’

Dog waste bin for Nightingale Road: A resident who runs a business (The Dog House) enquired if it would be possible to install a dog waste bin near the business. They were asked to put the case for needing a bin in this location in an email. 
RF commented that there is a criteria which has to be met before HDC will agree to install a new bin and currently the bin emptying service is operating at full capacity.

Potential new member: A resident expressed interest in becoming a member, was invited to attend a meeting and sent information about the role.

Discover Gatwick Tours: SD circulated information regarding forthcoming tours. Dates are: 3/5/23, 1/6/23 and 14/6/23.   ACTION: Members to let SD know if they are interested.

Newsletter: SD will start to compile a list of items to go in the next newsletter. Members to forward ideas.

Potholes in Guildford Road: SD reported a dangerous pothole opposite the junction with Blackbridge Lane, to WSCC using the online report. SD also notified WSCC Cllrs. John Milne and Nigel Dennis.
JM advised that WSCC Highways are currently overwhelmed with potholes needing attention and response times have been lengthened. He confirmed that the local Highways Steward had visited the location.

	 

	Reports from Members:


	8.1
	Finance               
GL provided a report prior to the meeting: 
Payments made since 17.3.23:
Church Hall Hire = £116.25
WSCC Clerk’s March salary = £352.27
WSCC Payroll admin charge = £48.96
Bank charges = £5.00
Balance at 20.4.23 = £2648.03

Clerk’s Overtime: Members approved the payment of 19½ hours covering January to March £214.50.

	 8.2
	Section 106 and CIL
CIL Procedure: HDC organised a virtual meeting for all NC members and clerks on 12th April. A presentation was made about how CIL contributions are charged by HDC, distributed and spent. It was explained that HDC will hold and distribute funds in the un-parished area but no details were given about the governance procedure. NCs were asked to submit suggestions. 
S106 Funds: HDC has recently been consulted on two applications for funds on work that has already commenced, one being for Horsham Pond. The April Quarterly report also shows money has been reserved by HDC for the Boxing Club. TM has asked Emma Parkes why S106 funds are being used to supplement the HDC capital budget and for clarification of the procedure.
EP advised that Barbara Childs would arrange a meeting with a wider group of officers to discuss the matter. Suzanne Shaw is to forward a copy of the existing guidance for officers and she confirmed that regarding the boxing club, no money is allocated or reserved and that only an enquiry had been made.
RF commented that the process needs to be regularised. Some parishes have an active role in managing S106 money. Rudgwick PC set up a sub-committee for deciding how S106 money could be spent, which was very successful. S106 money for Highways does not specify what the money is for, and often Highways does not end up spending the money. Rudgwick challenged it and managed to obtain money for traffic calming measures. RF considers there is scope for the Neighbourhood Councils to be more proactive.
TM said that the money showing as reserved for the Boxing Club came from Open Spaces and Community Facilities. 
JM commented that the value of the money will be eroded by inflation. RF added that HDC gets the interest on the money. TM has asked how much S106 money is available excluding the reservations.
TM asked members for their views on boxing as a sport & the role of the Boxing Club. 
ACTION: TM to contact Nick Jenkins regarding why funds are needed for the Boxing Club 

	8.3
	Planning
Blueprint Policies: Blueprint will probably only respond to major applications, or if clear transgressions of policies are highlighted. 
ACTION: Reminder to Planning Committee members to read the Blueprint policies.
Pre-application Consultation: It is disappointing that HDC has submitted planning applications without pre-application discussion with Denne NC. Such discussions could save many of the questions that arise from applications e.g. application for the extension to Hills Cemetery.

	 8.4

	Highwood
Meeting with Berkeley’s:  Adrian Smith, HDC Major Applications Team Leader is attempting to get answers to points raised at the meeting on 10th February. 
Community Centre: A virtual meeting took place on 21st March with TM, Adrian Smith and Amanda Wilkes, HDC Planning to discuss access problems regarding the Community Centre planning application.   

	8.5

	Community Services – Youth 
Nothing to report.


	8.6
	Community Services – Older People  
Horsham District Older Peoples’ Forum: CO said that she had stepped down from the committee but would attend future public meetings. The next public meeting is 7/6/23.


	8.7
	Climate Change and the Environment
Wild Denne: PS sent a questionnaire to HDNC members who had agreed to be in the group, but to date has had no response.
PS will write an article to go on the website, newsletter and social media to try to generate interest from the public.
TM suggested that any actions should wait until after the meeting arranged by Victoria Wyllie de Echeverria, HDC Climate Change Support Officer, to discuss HDNC’s involvement and what help HDC can offer, and also the result of the elections in May, to see what the policies of the newly elected Councillors would be.
Wildflower Seeds: RF advised that HFNC have some spare seeds, left over from their own Wilder Horsham initiative, which they could pass on to HDNC. It has been suggested that the seeds could be given to St Mary’s School. 
ACTION: SD to contact HFNC
(N.B Prior to this meeting, HDNC members agreed to pay HTNC for their excess wildflower seeds to be used at Arunside School, which is in the HDNC area.)

	8.8
	Highways and Transport
Pondtail Road:  WSCC Councillor Andrew Baldwin met with Chris Child, WSCC Highways Steward to discuss improving the pavement width approaching the railway bridge. Highways seem determined to exaggerate the extent of the work needed and TM has asked if the matter can be raised at a higher level. Information has also been forwarded to HDC Councillor Peter Burgess as he is the local representative and a North Horsham Parish Councillor. 

	8.9
	Communications

Website: SD has been able to make some updates to the website but now needs to seek advice on how to add other information.

	8.10
	Park/Countryside and Leisure
Horsham Park: 
Notes from the meeting on 22nd March have been circulated to members; main points included discussion about the location of benches in the Samaritans’ Bulbs for Lives area; progress on the pond area and replacement of damaged railings in North Parade.
Mobile Coffee Stall in North Parade Car Park: after much discussion a 3 month lease for 6 days a week has been agreed.   
HDC is working up a concessions policy for all parks and countryside sites, to ensure that going forward, the process is more robust.
Lampposts: TM contacted Property regarding a group of lampposts between the North Street entrance and Pavilions that escaped the last renovation scheme. HDC will address these columns as a priority in the 2023-4 financial year but will be concentrating on the Carfax area in April.
Rats in the Park: IB said this issue was raised at the HTCP meeting he attended. He heard that the apparent increase was partly due to the work carried out to the pond, and the accumulation of rubbish and leaves.
ACTION: SD to contact Sorin Caraiman, HDC Parks Operation Manager.
Denne Road Cemetery: No update yet on a date to circulate the draft Management Plan.


	 8.11
	Emergency Plan/ Winter Maintenance

Nothing to report.


	8.12
	Police /Neighbourhood Wardens

North Horsham Focus Group Meeting 15/5/23: IB will attend. He will bring up the following issues: visibility of police, safety after dark, anti-social behaviour, cyclists and electric scooters.
ACTION: Members to forward any issues they would like raised.
Horsham District NPT Inspector Online Meeting 11/5/23: The new inspector, Neil Durkan, has introduced monthly online meetings. IB will attend. TM said she would attend the first one.
Neighbourhood Wardens: The March report had been circulated. IB highlighted that there has been a rise in begging in the town centre which resulted in involvement by Immigration enforcement. 
Rookwood Lake: Following the meeting regarding safety in March with the Golf Club, HDC, and Wardens, IB said nothing had happened and he had witnessed young people swimming in the lake recently. 
The next Steering Group meeting is at the end of May.

	8.13
	Town Centre
Middle Street/ Collett’s Alley: The latest estimate for the additional slabs required is mid/end April. Southern Water’s contractors will then need to apply again for a permit to complete the reinstatement. 
PS commented that the tarmac is already deteriorating and bags of sand have been left for weeks.
ACTION: SD to make enquiries.
“A” Boards: The lack of implementation was raised at the Quarterly Meeting: Clive Burley is still preparing a leaflet to distribute; this is likely to be done by “Our Town – Horsham” a community group that has contact with the businesses.  
RF thought that it had been agreed previously that the Neighbourhood Wardens would carry out the enforcement. This now seems to be in doubt. 
ACTION: TM to contact Nick Jenkins about involvement of the Wardens.
Bandstand: Vicky Wise, Head of Leisure and Culture informed the NCs of a legal problem regarding the programme for music performances. This has now been resolved; the programme has been put on the website and HDC is now able to proactively promote the season. A link to the list of events has been received.

	8.14
	HALC 

HALC AGM and meeting with HDC: The in-person meeting will be held on 26/7/23.

	9.
	HTCP  
Meeting 18/4/23: IB attended the meeting. The main points were:
Future of HTCP: David Searle will stand down at the AGM in October and no replacement has yet been found. There were suggestions that HTCP may be able to continue without a Chair or could merge with Blueprint.
Heritage Walks: These have resumed.
Annual Riverside Walk: The Walk, which is now organised by the Scouts, will take place on 17/9/23.
AGM 24/10/23: IB announced that he will stand down as HDNC representative, so another member is needed to attend the meetings.


	 10.
	Horsham Blueprint Neighbourhood Forum
There was Steering Group meeting on 27th March: discussions revolved around current management of communications, storage of records, response and review of planning applications regarding Blueprint policies.  The next meeting on 2nd May will discuss possible projects (dependent on CIL funds). 
The Blueprint AGM will take place on 10th July.

	11.
	Members’ Questions and Comments
Broken benches in Causeway: PS reported 2 damaged benches by the Church Barn. Tape that had been put round them has now fallen off.
ACTION: SD to contact HDC.


	12.
	Reports from District and County Councillors 

WSCC Councillor John Milne

Bus Station: TM asked if the deep clean had been carried out. JM said he would check.

HDC Councillor Ruth Fletcher

Hills Cemetery: The extension to the cemetery involves lots of ground work so it will not be possible to respond to any requests for memorial benches. RF has asked for temporary seating but this was refused. The work involves creating new paths, a pond and putting in drainage.
TM advised RF that HDNC had objected to the planning application to extend the area.

Blackbridge Lane Schools: There are still problems with traffic and parking. There was a meeting with Arunside P.T.A to see what community support there might be to create a ‘Park and Stride’ trial (supported by Nick Jenkins, HDC) using the small car park by the Needles Recreation ground. 

HDC Councillor Peter Burgess (PB submitted a report prior to the meeting)

Floods caused by blocked drains: PB had received numerous complaints. He toured the area in heavy rain to find the problem areas. Most were caused by drains blocked by surface debris. The worst flood was in North Street on the NHPC side of the railway bridge which caused traffic hold-ups in Hurst Road and elsewhere. PB contacted WSCC and the next day saw heavy duty sweepers in Horsham and the drains appeared clear.

WSCC Councillor Nigel Dennis (ND submitted a report prior the meeting)

Bishopric lateral drains (near Babylon Grill): This was upgraded to Priority 1 but was No 55 in the queue of such works on 3 April so it may be another month before it gets done.
North Street footway by Capitol: The slabs will be removed and replaced with asphalt as it has not rectified the safety issue. The usage by HGVs going to the Capitol loading bay is thought to be part of the problem here. (See also item 7).
 
Albion Way (subway): Regarding the drainage cover, a job is currently in the system for removal of the yellow footway board and replacement of the drainage cover beneath. With regards to the barriers, a recovery request had been made to WSCC contractors and they will be chased again. These works are expected to be done by 12 May (See also item 7) 
 
Potholes Guildford Road opp Blackbridge Lane:  This is a 5 day job due to be completed by today.
 
Springfield Road: Is due to be resurfaced with work on Sundays 16 and 23 April.
 
Hurst Road closure: The work by Southern Water was completed ahead of schedule last week.

Blocked gullies: ND reported gullies in Hurst Road by North Parade and Wimblehurst Road by North Parade as they were pooling badly after rain last week.
 
Hurst Road Bus Stops: The Shelters adjacent and opposite the Hospital have now been equipped with the new Real Time Information Displays. 

WSCC Councillor Andrew Baldwin (AB submitted a report prior to the meeting).

MIND (Members Information Network): This is for WSCC members only and will show which TROs are being consulted upon, which have been dropped and which should have been implemented. It could be ready in weeks

Pondtail Road, pavement near bridge): AB met Chris Child, WSCC Highways Steward on site. (See item 8.8). 


	13.
	Meeting closed at 8.25pm
Next Meeting: 18th May 2023
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