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Horsham Denne Neighbourhood Council 	
	
Minutes of the Meeting held on 16th February 2023

Venue: Church Lounge, Methodist Church, London Rd, Horsham
 
	Item
	Detail

	1
	Meeting Opened at 7.00pm and Welcome from the Chair


	2
	Attendance and apologies for absence:

Attending – HDNC: Chair - Trudie Mitchell, Nigel Hillpaul, Gianni Lozzi (left 8.00pm), Ian Botting, Chris Osborne, Paul Sharman, Ruth Fletcher, Judy Pounds, Joyce Mooney.
HDC Cllrs. Ruth Fletcher; WSCC Cllrs. John Milne (arrived 7.20pm) Nigel Dennis (arrived 8.15pm)
A resident attended to observe the meeting.
Apologies:  HDC Cllrs. Peter Burgess, Christian Mitchell, Clive Trott; 
Cabinet Member for Horsham Town, Tony Hogben; 
WSCC Cllr. Andrew Baldwin
Clerk – Sara Doy

	3
	Declaration of Members’ Interests

TM – Blueprint; IB – HTCP; RF – HDC Councillor, Horsham and Crawley Liberal Democrats, Blueprint, and Horsham District Cycling Forum

	4
	Approval of Minutes from meeting held on 19.1.23:
Approval proposed by NH, seconded by IB, and agreed by all present.

	5
	Matters arising from last reports and Action points

Item 8.6 RF HDC regarding Age UK, Lavinia House – still to discuss with Nick Jenkins, HDC.


	6
	Chair’s Report

Meetings Attended
10/02/2023 Berkeley’s: update with Clare-Louise Turnham see 8.4
14/02/2023 Duke’s Square Affordable Housing: update with Brian Elliott (virtual) see 8.3
15/02/2023 Business Improvement District: update with Willie Hamilton see 8.13 
16/02/2023 West Sussex Charge Point Network: update Webinar see 8.8
Future Meetings 
13/03/2023 Town Centre Meeting with Clare Mangan and JP
Horsham District Council Leader:  Cllr. Claire Vickers was appointed the new Leader of the Council at an Extraordinary Council meeting on 2nd February. 
Cabinet Member changes were announced and included the return of Cllr. Tony Hogben to represent Horsham Town Centre. 
Thanks have been sent to Cllr. Christian Mitchell for his help during his time as Cabinet Member for Horsham Town.  
Future HDNC Meetings: TM visited the Blackbridge Community Centre with our Clerk on 24th January, when it was set up with tables for a meeting. Despite its several advantages the main problem is that the hall is too small to accommodate the numbers possible at a HDNC meeting. 
Following detailed information and photographs circulated to members on 1st February the majority decided to stay with our current premises.
		
	
	







	7
	Clerk’s Report

Resident enquiries
Lighting: A resident reported that lights on the park side entrance to the North Street   subway were not working. SD contacted HDC who confirmed that they were already aware and it had been passed to their contractor.

Attendance at HDNC meeting: A resident enquired about attending the next HDNC meeting and asked how to raise a question. SD replied to the resident, however, they decided not to attend.

Compliance Cases - Update
Neo-orthodontics, East St: The Orthodontic Practice has now put plain film on the window glass, but the wooden screens can still be seen behind the windows from outside. SD contacted Compliance again to ask if any further works are intended. Compliance are not aware of any further work and the owners have been advised that if they wish to add anything other than the name of the business on the exterior they will need to check with HDC first.

1 Parkfield: Compliance advised that they visited the site and the works being carried out relate to permitted application DC/21/1444 which is for a single storey extension.

Rookwood Lake signage:  A meeting to discuss warning signage round the lake has been arranged for 8/3/23 with the Golf Club, HDC and the Wardens. IB will attend. HTNC have also been advised.

Queen’s Green Canopy Tree: SD logged the location and a photograph of the HDNC Jubilee Lime tree on the Queen’s Green Canopy Map and received a virtual plaque.

Hospital Car Park: Regarding NH’s report that some Collyer’s students are parking in the Hospital car park while they attend college, SD asked HDC Cllr. Peter Burgess if he would contact the College Principal on behalf of HDNC, as he has more authority. PB confirmed that he has sent a letter.



	 

	Reports from Members:


	8.1
	Finance               
GL provided a report prior to the meeting: 
Payments made since:
Clerk’s January salary = £352.27
Bank charges = £5.00
Balance at 16.2.23 = £3650.27

Special Charge 2023-4:  Forest and Trafalgar Neighbourhood Councils have shared copies of their 2021-2 annual accounts and will be putting the information on their websites. The accounts were circulated to members and it was noted that the HDNC balance at the end of the last financial year was much lower than that of the other NCs.
GL commented that the other NCs spend less on newsletters and delivery, so a possible saving could be made. However, HDNC pay less for insurance, so he suggested the other NCs may be able to get better terms.

A discussion took place on what does Denne need money for? Suggestions included Laptop, printer, website management, social media.
The majority of members agreed that in future a new lap top should be bought for the Clerk, who currently uses her own device. RF suggested that producing two newsletters per year is desirable.
ACTION: Members were asked to submit additional ideas 
ACTION: TM to contact HDC regarding the allocation of the annual grant.


	 8.2
	Section 106 and CIL
CIL Governance Procedure: Diane Sumpter, Chair of Forest NC contacted Emma Parkes, HDC Head of Development regarding a zoom meeting for all Neighbourhood Council Members and also, as requested, submitted a list of questions. Apart from extending the consultation period to 31st January nothing has been heard from HDC and DS has sent a reminder. 

	8.3
	Planning
Aldi:  Construction work has now started
Duke’s Square Affordable Housing: Brian Elliott shared the latest design with TM and RF on 14th February and asked for comments before his next meeting with the architects. The 10 affordable apartments have been divided into 2 blocks with green space in between and the design of the buildings is more interesting. Queries will be raised about shared use of the green space, the location of refuse bins and bicycle stores and provision for mobility vehicles/baby buggies. Information was requested about details of which units will be accessible and to what standard and also EPC standards. 
RF commented that confirmation is needed regarding size and scale of the green space, also the size of the gap between the proposed building and Westhope Mews care home in Denne Parade, and how the outlook will be affected from the care home.

	 8.4

	Highwood
Meeting with Berkeley’s:  TM had a first meeting with Clare-Louise Turnham, Estates and Operations Manager on 10th February. Queries were raised about construction phasing, the delivery of the allotments, the condition of the footpath under the A24, outstanding maintenance issues and the future use of land owned by Berkeley’s north of Highwood. TM suggested the land may be suitable for a Wilder Horsham District project to create a green corridor.
Answers will be circulated when received.
Community Centre: Planning application DC/22/2334 has been received together with a separate application DC/22/2345 for the adjacent Forest School. Objections have been submitted to both pending answers to questions raised. Construction access is a concern as Berkeley’s have refused to allow a route through the built-up area of Highwood which means access may be required off Hills Farm Lane.   
RF said she will raise the concerns with Planning.
ACTION: SD to also contact HDC Executive regarding construction access.


	8.5

	Community Services – Youth 
Nothing to report.


	8.6
	Community Services – Older People  
Horsham District Older People’s Forum: CO reported that she had attended a recent committee meeting but Stacey Cullen from Age UK was unable to attend and there was nothing significant to report.

	8.7
	Community Services – NHS and Social Services
Nothing to report.

	8.8
	Highways and Transport
Pondtail Road: There is still no satisfactory answer from WSCC regarding the pavement which is below the minimum width. TM will meet Cllr Andrew Baldwin on site to clarify the problem and has requested that the decision is escalated to a higher level. 
ACTION: JM to advise who to contact.
Hills Farm Lane Overgrown Vegetation:  The area owned by HDC near the R. Arun bridge has been cleared to a good standard.
WSCC Charge Point Network: A presentation was made to Councillors on 16th February by WSCC and a representative from Connected Kerbs which is the company contracted to supply all charging points in the area. As well as locations in public car parks the main aim is to provide charging points for streets without off-road parking, this will be mainly areas with terraced housing or apartments.  It was explained that locations need to be commercially viable for Connected Kerbs which means a preference for blocks of 3 dual chargers occupying 6 parking spaces. There are also restrictions that have to be taken into account e.g. cannot be near electrical street furniture such as lampposts and need a straight section of road – street locations are not ideal.  The use of grass verges was suggested for locations but may not be suitable.
WSCC promised improved consultation before Phase 2. RF commented that there had been a lot of complaints about communication.
There has been insufficient use so far of community Centre car parks. RF suggested the Blackbridge Community Centre car park as a possible location.
JM added that there is only 1 approved site in Horsham – Merryfield Road, as the other sites had too many objections. Finding suitable sites is hard to achieve. 
TM commented that the TRO system for approval may need to be by-passed in future.


	8.9
	Communications

Social Media: NH reported a slight increase in facebook followers.
TM provided details of a Social Media Training Session run by HDC at Parkside in April, which SD had expressed interest in. The cost per person is £20.
It was agreed that SD could book the session.

Website: RF suggested HDC may also be able to provide training.
ACTION: SD to check with HDC.


	8.10
	Park/Countryside and Leisure
Horsham Park: Work has started on the pond project and should take approximately 5 weeks.  The footpath that runs from North Parade Car Park to the pond has been closed but will be cleaned and open at the weekends. Grass seeding the bed will take place Spring and HDC is looking to establish wild flowers and some additional low planting in the Autumn.
Kaya Café Clutter: Liz Williams, HDC Property Dept. has written to the tenants regarding the rubbish left outside the building and other operational issues and will endeavour to meet up.
Wilder Horsham District Workshop:  CO and PS attended the workshop on 2nd February and their notes have been circulated prior to the official notes.
PS and CO made the following points:
1) HDNC is barely represented compared with the rural areas. The maps used at the workshop did not show any green areas in Denne.
2) PS suggested that the three NCs could get together to discuss projects. 
3) Sites could be identified. TM advised that the Blueprint Neighbourhood Plan includes work on green spaces and should be looked at first.
4) The public should be encouraged to get involved. 
5) Council grass mowing: PS commented that some people thought wild flower verges look untidy and some have been strimmed in error by the Council. Pete Crawford, HDC Parks and Countryside Manager, is committed to protecting wildlife, but there needs to be more public education and monitoring of maintenance contractors. 
6) PS spoke of an area that he and another resident had improved: it took a lot of work and money but has been much appreciated.
ACTION: SD to contact Helen Peacock regarding a map of green spaces for the HDNC area and also the availability of grants for projects.

ACTION: TM to meet up with PS.
Denne Road Cemetery:  A huge amount of vegetation clearance has happened. The Hurst Family gravestones, for example, can now be plainly seen from the path. Pete Crawford contacted RF this week to say he is including proposals from the stakeholder group in the draft management plan for the cemetery. 
The draft plan needs outline approval from Vicky Wise, Paul Anderson and Cllr.Roger Noel before it can be shared more widely with the community for any additional amendments.
RF added that Peter Crawford has arranged for the Green Gym Volunteers to improve the path. The perimeter path is to be kept wild to protect the wildlife. A self-guided tour is to be created with a pdf that can be downloaded. RF confirmed that The Horsham Society are involved and have made a donation towards new noticeboards. There are possible S106 or CIL funds that could be used. All members present agreed to funds being used for cemetery improvements.
RF suggested that HDNC write a supportive letter to Paul Anderson and Vicky Wise.
ACTION: TM/SD to write letter. 


	 8.11
	Emergency Plan/ Winter Maintenance

Communications: ND is waiting to hear back from Tony Skelding, HDC Emergency Planning Officer, to establish how information on the Emergency Plan and Winter Maintenance will be communicated and what involvement from the NCs is required.


	8.12
	Police /Neighbourhood Wardens

Neighbourhood Warden Reports: The format has been simplified in line with the request from HDNC.
IB commented that he thinks more detail is needed regarding specific incidents e.g. ASB, begging; he will bring up the topic at the steering group next week. JP reminded IB that the aim was to cut down on time spent by the Wardens on administration. TM queried who the reports are intended for – just the NCs or the community?
Polling Clerks: The wardens have volunteered to act as Polling Clerks at the May elections but, following questions in relation to their work schedule and payment, it has been agreed that the election work will be done in their own time. 


	8.13
	Town Centre
Bus Station: The coffee machine has been removed and only one redundant fixture remains in situ; the deep clean is still outstanding. JM advised that the remaining fixture will be reused for leaflets and the deep clean will take place by the end of the month.
Forum Walk: HDC informed HDNC that there would be a substantial cost (£10k) and work time to move the engraved paviours away from proximity to the bollards. Therefore, the contract has been varied to fill in the engraving with gold paint.					     
Blackhorse Way: The road and crossing point from West Walk are currently closed but there is still pedestrian access from each end of Blackhorse Way.						                  
Middle Street/ Collett’s Alley: The repair work has now been done to match the paved surface.
RF added that Middle Street is still to be completed as more slabs needed to be ordered. 
Stan’s Way: Liz Williams, HDC Property Department is in contact with Zeyfin to stop use of the alcove area for storage.                                                                                                                                RF suggested that if the Heritage Trail plaque still exists it could be moved from the back wall to a more prominent position.
“A” Boards Policy:  TM has contacted HDC Cllr. Tony Hogben to ask if businesses have been made aware of the policy and what enforcement is being carried out. TM had observed breaches of the policy in West Street.
Horsham Business Initiative:  TM had a meeting with Willie Hamilton, Chair of HBI on 15th February for an update about the Business Improvement District. He explained that HBI had not been in contact with HDNC as there had been little to report. 
WH said HBI is independent of HDC and has a government grant to fund management of the BID process. Mosaic Consultants have been engaged on a retainer and HBI is seeking a business manager.  
Considerable time has been taken to resource accurate data on identifying all businesses that would be involved. Decisions also need to be made on the boundary of the BID, a qualifying threshold based on rateable value and the amount of the levy. Until likely income is established no ideas can be developed on what projects would be considered.  
It is hoped that the ballot on the BID will take place in Autumn. A 65% majority in favour is required and if achieved payment becomes compulsory for all qualifying businesses. 
HBI intend to have regular meetings from now onwards with stakeholders including HDNC.

	8.14
	HALC /CLC

HALC: The meeting about the Local Plan on 20th January was cancelled.  


	9.
	HTCP  
Nothing to report.


	 10.
	Horsham Blueprint Neighbourhood Forum
The Steering Group met on 24th January to discuss the way forward; another meeting is arranged for 9th March.
Diane Sumpter, Forest NC and TM will attend a virtual meeting with HDC on 27th February to discuss if Blueprint should be consulted separately on planning applications.
Information about the next steps for Blueprint from the Chair, Martin Boffey, was circulated to members.
ACTION: Members to forward comments.


	11.
	Members’ Questions and Comments
None

	12.
	Reports from District and County Councillors 

HDC Councillor Ruth Fletcher

Forum Fountain: This should be back in action by Easter.

Town Vision: There are various projects including the Bishopric/Worthing Rd area, Carfax resurfacing, improvements to pavements for Mobility Scooter users, LCWIP initiatives in the centre of Town. There will be an update at the next PDAG.

Parking problems in Queen Street (Forest NC area):  Clive Burley’s plan is to install bollards on the pavement to prevent parking and trees are to replace the planters. Changes need to be agreed with WSCC.

King’s Coronation: £200 will be available for PC and NC street parties and events. There will be no charge for closure of streets applications.

Street Furniture: All bollards and lamp posts in the town centre will be painted Horsham green.

Blackbridge Lane Community Centre: The Scouts are moving in to the Centre.

Olive Tree Cancer Support: A branch has been opened in Lavinia House, Duke’s Square which will provide a range of services.

Owlbeech Woods (NHPC area): The central heathland area has been closed to protect ground nesting birds, after a decision taken by a Cabinet Member. Due to many complaints that there was no consultation there will be a review at the end of the summer.

Attacks in the town centre: These were connected to groups from Crawley and there was unhelpful social media. Dispersal orders were issued and there have been no further incidents.
 
WSCC Councillor John Milne
Pedestrian railway bridge, off Longfield Rd: The bridge is in a bad state and has been closed for safety reasons. If it is not reparable it will be replaced.
RF commented that the bridge could be a link on the potential Southwater/Horsham Cycle Route. Currently the bridge has steps so, if it was rebuilt, a ramp for cyclists would be an improvement. JM said he would get this put on the Agenda.
WSCC Council Tax: There will be the maximum increase to 2.99% plus 2% increase for adult social care. For a Band D residence this will mean an extra £1.50 per week.
The HDC Council Tax will be announced next week. There will be a 2.9% increase.
Potholes: An extra £0.5million will go to repairing pot holes. JM’s ambition is that a small percentage should be spent at the NC’s discretion on local problems.

WSCC Councillor Nigel Dennis
Bus Shelter by Collyer’s: The real time information display will be replaced with a video screen, as will the one by the Hospital.
Bus Service Improvement Plan: £17.4 million has been allocated for improvements, which includes subsidised travel for young people.
Capitol, North Street –  pavement by access to side of building: Repairs to the surface are taking place.   RF added that due to the sub base collapsing a new concrete sub base and paving slabs will be put in possibly in March. ND said that the collapse was due to vehicles using it. 
 

	13.
	Meeting closed at 9.00pm
Next Meeting: 16th March 2023
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