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Horsham Denne Neighbourhood Council 	
	
Minutes of the Meeting held on 15th December 2022

Venue: Church Lounge, Methodist Church, London Rd, Horsham
 
	Item
	Detail

	1
	Meeting Opened at 7.30pm and Welcome from the Chair


	2
	Attendance and apologies for absence:

Attending – HDNC: Chair - Trudie Mitchell, Ian Botting, Judy Pounds, Joyce Mooney (JMo), 
Ruth Fletcher, Gianni Lozzi (left 8pm)
Tree Warden – Andrew Dickinson
Clerk – Sara Doy
HDC Cllrs. Ruth Fletcher; WSCC Cllr Andrew Baldwin (arrived 7.45pm)
Apologies:  HDNC: Chris Osborne, Paul Sharman, Nigel Hillpaul; WSCC Cllrs. John Milne, Nigel Dennis

	3
	Declaration of Members’ Interests

TM – Blueprint; IB – HTCP; RF – HDC Councillor, Horsham and Crawley Liberal Democrats, Blueprint, and Horsham District Cycling Forum; JP – Wimblehurst Road Residents’ Association (WRRA)

	4
	Approval of Minutes from meeting held on 17.11.22:
Approval proposed by IB, seconded by JP, and agreed by all present.

	5
	Matters arising from last reports and Action points

None

	6
	Chair’s Report

Meetings Attended

21/11/2022 Horsham Park Visit (See 8.10)
29/11/2022 Jubilee Tree Planting (See 8.10)
29/11/2022 NC Quarterly 
03/12/2022 Skate Park Photoshoot (See 8.10)
05/12/2022 Novartis Exhibition (See 8.3)
13/12/ 2022 Horsham Green Spaces Forum (Apologies sent)
14/12/2022 HDC Council Meeting
Future Meetings 
20/12/2022 Novartis Stakeholders (virtual)
20/12/2022 Paul Anderson and NC Chairs 
16/01/2023 Fire Station Tour
Tree Warden:  TM welcomed Andrew Dickinson who continues to do a great job reporting for HDNC on all tree-related planning applications. On behalf of HDNC TM presented AD with a gift voucher as a token of appreciation. 
ACTION: SD to send copy of gift voucher receipt to GL.
Constitution and Memorandum of Understanding: Amendments to Draft 1 of the Neighbourhood Councils’ constitution and MoU were submitted to HDC on 29th November and Draft 2 will be circulated to members in due course.
CIL Governance:  A discussion for HDNC members only took place prior to this meeting.
Code of Conduct Training: Unfortunately, no one from HDNC was able to attend the seminar on 28th November. A request was made for any information or presentations that can be circulated to our members.  
WSCC IT Problems: There have been problems accessing the replacement website for Love West Sussex as the new system did not recognise existing passwords or log in details. AB suggested TM let him know if problems continue.
Quarterly Meeting: Notes from the meeting on 29th November have been circulated to members.
Special Charge: There are no major changes for 2023-4 and the total grant for the Neighbourhood Councils remains the same. However, discussions are taking place regarding redressing the imbalance between each Council’s balance at the year end.     
TM has asked HFNC and HTNC to advise what their end of year balances will be. GL forecasts that HDNC will have £2500 at the end of the financial year. 
RF queried why the grant is staying the same; TM explained that there had been a substantial increase last year. 
ACTION: TM to forward the HDNC financial accounts and the draft special charge details to members.
Polling Stations: HDNC has been consulted on proposed changes to polling stations’ locations. The main objective seems to be to avoid using schools. There have been no objections from members. 
		
	
	







	7
	Clerk’s Report

Resident enquiries

Highwood Play Area: (A resident contacted HDNC regarding the poor state of the ground which does not have an all- weather surface and becomes very muddy in the winter.) HDC have advised that they are planning to resurface the play area with a ‘wet pour’ material in the near future. This material is used in most of the HDC play areas. The resident expressed thanks to HDNC for the information.   

Overgrown vegetation on green area Longfield Rd corner of Alder Copse: Despite SD receiving no response from Saxon Weald, the resident phoned to confirm that the overgrown area had been cut back and thanked HDNC for helping to sort it out.  
Missing salt bin in Tanbridge Park: A resident phoned HDNC to complain that there is no salt bin at the bottom of the incline and the recent severe icy weather is causing problems for the residents. 
According to our records a bin was removed when a new resident moved in and objected. HDC were supposed to relocate the bin in 2019 but it was removed. As a bin is required SD contacted HDC who will arrange for a new bin to be installed at the rear of 193 Tanbridge Park. 

Amended planning applications:  HDNC continues to receive amended applications where it is not clear what the changes are. SD emailed Emma Parks, Head of Planning, again, to ask if there is any update on implementing requests to applicants to provide a statement of changes made to plans.  EP advised that it is not possible for the Case Officers to ask for a statement of changes and gave reasons. TM and SD could not understand the rules and terminology used so SD asked for a further explanation.

Blackbridge Lane Community Highways Scheme for a pedestrian refuge: Following receiving information from Ian Moorey of WSCC Highways explaining that the scheme could not proceed SD responded that HDNC is aware that a lot of elderly residents find it difficult to cross the road to get to the shops and asked if there are any surface warning markings or signage that could be implemented to improve safety.
IM advised that there is nothing appropriate for this type of urban area. 
ACTION: SD to contact WSCC Cllr. John Milne to discuss possible safety measures.

Compliance Cases
Neo-orthodontics, East St: HDNC was recently advised that the Section 215 notice served had been complied with but HDNC is still concerned about the appearance of this building from the street as unsightly interior wooden screens have been erected very close to the windows. SD contacted Compliance to ask if the wooden screens are permanent or what the final intention is to improve the view from the street. HDNC objected to the window film and still would not want it replaced.

Invitation to visit the new Fire Station and Training Centre – 10th and 16th January 2023: Members were asked if they would like to attend. TM, IB, RF and PS will attend.


	 

	Reports from Members:


	8.1
	Finance               
GL provided the following report: 
Payments made since 17.11.22:
TM Stationery expenses = £16.94
Clerk’s October salary plus overtime = £429.27
Gift for Tree Warden = £50.00
Blueprint = £110.49
Bank charges = £5.00
Hall Hire = £155.00
Balance at 15.12.22 = £4430.81


	 8.2
	Section 106 and CIL
Nothing to report.

	8.3
	Planning
Novartis Exhibition: TM attended the second exhibition for the Horsham Enterprise Park residential area. A query was raised about the type of affordable housing as the homes are all apartments and confined in specific areas rather than amalgamated into the community. The main problem affecting the Denne area is still access to the site and congestion in the Wimblehurst Road area.    
JP attended on behalf of WRRA including representatives for Richmond Road who have been working with WSCC Cllr. Nigel Dennis. RF attended on behalf of the Cycling Forum who also have concerns. These groups also only have concerns regarding the roads, access, sight lines and traffic. 
JP added that residents believe the Road Safety Audit was not done properly as it was carried out a long time ago and did not take into account North of Horsham developments which will add to local traffic. 
Ridgehurst Drive Appeal DC/21/2337: The applicant is pursuing the ambition to squeeze two more houses and 3 parking spaces into the back garden space. Members object to the severe overcrowding.

	 8.4

	Highwood
Meeting with Berkeley’s: The Development Manager has responded to HDNC’s repeated request for a site visit to say that as the site has moved on from the planning stage, and now has full permission, it’s more appropriate for the Estates and Operations Manager to answer any questions. Both the accuracy of full permission and the proposed contact have been challenged and HDC has been informed.   
ACTION: TM to meet the Estates and Operations Manager in the New Year.

	8.5

	Community Services – Youth 
JP: Nothing to report.

	8.6
	Community Services – Older People  
Horsham District Older Peoples’ Forum: CO’s notes from the Committee Meeting 22/11/22 and MP Question Time with Jeremy Quin 25/11/22 were circulated prior to this meeting.

	8.7
	Community Services – NHS and Social Services
Nothing to report.

	8.8
	Highways and Transport
Pondtail Road, under railway bridge: AB referred to a complaint from a resident regarding traffic approaching the bridge from the Pre-School side as they believe the priority is wrong. AB is awaiting the result of the Road Safety Audit later in December and will provide an update at the next HDNC meeting.
Hospital Car Park: The Facilities Services Manager works are being tendered, and are likely to packaged up with a number of other car parking projects in the South East to provide better value for money, however this may take some additional time.
The Hospital will inform HDNC when there is more information.
Tanbridge House School Safety Zone Improvements: JM consulted HDNC about proposed signage on the approach to the Wildwood roundabout. There is already considerable signage relating to the Hills Farm Lane entrance and HDNC expressed concern that the signage in Guildford Road may become too cluttered. WSCC have responded that one sign could be moved.     
Members commented that there is no warning on the approach from Farthing’s Hill, some parents drop children off in Wildwood, and sight lines are poor at the roundabout because of overgrown vegetation.
Members considered that the scheme should not be supported until there has been further investigation of the whole area and Cllr. Nigel Dennis should also be consulted. 
ACTION: SD to inform JM.  

Hills Farm Lane Overgrown Vegetation:  Brambles are growing out onto the pavement near the R. Arun bridge.  The land belongs to HDC who will check the area and cut back overgrowth. 

	8.9
	Communications

Social Media: NH reported prior to the meeting that there are 151 Facebook followers and 238 Twitter followers.


	8.10
	Park/Countryside and Leisure
Park Meeting: The meeting on 21st November took place in the bandstand as it was a very wet day. Notes have been circulated to members; little progress has been made on most of the matters raised in June. Major progress has been made on clearing the spoil heap from the pond and a design has been sent out for tender on the entrance and beach area. The main achievement is completing the Skate Park on schedule.
Skate Park Opening: Stakeholders were invited to the opening and photoshoot on 3rd December. Unfortunately heavy rain the previous night meant the newly laid surface was too wet to try out to demonstrate use. RF expressed concern that drainage may be a permanent problem.
The Skate Park opened officially a few days later when some landscaping was completed and met with enthusiastic praise.
Horsham Park Railings: Damage was done to North Parade boundary fence by a car that upended in the park landing against the railings. The Fire Brigade had to cut the railings to retrieve car and the Police are investigating.
Rookwood Pond: There has still been no response about improving warning signage about danger and not entering the water. This is even more necessary following the tragedy of 4 children dying after falling through ice on a Solihull lake.
ACTION: SD to contact HDC.
Jubilee Tree: HDC contractors were due to plant the HDNC lime tree on 28th November but it was delayed to 29th. TM attended to ensure it was in the agreed position on the Blackbridge Lane boundary (slightly off centre in a gap to avoid the football pitch line markings) of the Needles Recreation ground.
Mark Pullen has agreed that HDC will take over the watering as their contractors already do maintenance in the Needles area.
Inquiries have been made with MP and at the NCs Quarterly Meeting about commemorative signage. It may be possible to register the tree online to the Queen’s Green Canopy Map as a permanent record.
ACTION: SD to check website.
Walnut Tree Plantation: Mark Pullen, HDC Tree and Contracts Manager, informed HDNC that work is due to commence January 3rd 2023 for approximately 6 weeks to remove trees killed by ash die back.
Andrew Dickinson, HDNC Tree Warden, answered some questions from members regarding the procedure.
Richmond Road Lime Tree:  A tree at the corner of Gordon Road had a very large section with 3 major branches broken off. This was reported to HDC on 7th December as it was blocking the pavement. In fact the debris was cleared by WSCC; apparently the damage was done by a misrouted HGV.
Tanbridge Park / River Arun Slipped Tree:  RF has spoken to Pete Crawford, HDC, about potentially dangerous trees along the River Arun. Mark Pullen has carried out a survey of the trees next to the river. The Environmental Agency has agreed to remove a tree at Provender Mill. PC is arranging for trees to be removed in the Tanbridge Park area, but some are not on HDC land. Arunside School has also contacted HDC. The EA have said they will investigate trees in the area in the next 4 months.
ACTION: SD to ask CO to check the tree she reported by Tanbridge Retail Park.

	 8.11
	Emergency Plan/ Winter Maintenance

Emergency plan: NH reported prior to the meeting that Tony Skelding, HDC, who is responsible for the Winter Emergency Plan, advised there had been no problems during the very icy weather. 

Salt Bins: NH has suggested that the bins should have clearly visible serial numbers in view of the recent problem with a missing bin (see item 7).


	8.12
	Police /Neighbourhood Wardens

Neighbourhood Warden Reports:  It was disappointing that the November report duplicated a lot of generic information from the October report that could be kept on a separate file by the NCs. The important monthly information should be the statistics, new projects and any trends or concerns. This message has been sent to the wardens’ supervisor.  
IB provided a summary of the November report which had been circulated to members. An increase in begging was noted.
Walkabout: JP and PS are due to attend a walkabout with the Wardens on 16th. 

	8.13
	Town Centre
Town Centre Meeting Update:  
Clare Mangan has confirmed that the Cabinet approved the Carfax market contract, which was awarded to Food Rocks. The Bishopric market is on a rolling contract and has been renamed West Street Entrepreneurs Market. 
There is a planning application for a new shop front for what was Dab Hands in the Carfax. The applicant is Giovanni Barozzi, who CM believes runs Panino’s.
The tables and chairs for Esquires on the Forum are within the licenced area. 
There has still been no contact from the Horsham Business Initiative group. 
Christmas: The HDC Property Department is now overseeing the contract for the lights. Any faults including timing problems should be sent to SD who will contact Liz Williams. The children’s competition Christmas light is now in place in the Forum.
At the Quarterly Meeting Barbara Child’s said that the Horsham Business Initiative group had organised a tree in Market Square and additional lights in the Bishopric. There has still been no information from Vicky Wise about activities in the build up to Christmas. CM has asked Vicky Wise for confirmation of the details. 
Bus Station: The obsolete interactive computer has been removed but there are still some unused display stands and a defunct coffee machine that need to be taken away. The windows and stainless steel interior structure need a thorough clean; this information has been fed back to JM. 
ACTION: JM to chase

Forum Walk Bollards:  It was disappointing to see the proximity of the engraved Forum Walk paviours to the bollards and various service hatches - these really take away any impact of the engraved names. A message was sent to Brian Elliott, Head of Property and Facilities and Cabinet Member Christian Mitchell, who agreed that the placement needs to be rectified.

	8.14
	HALC /CLC
HALC :  The Annual Meeting with HDC took place at Parkside on 30th November. Unfortunately, there was an oversight in communication and HDNC did not receive an invitation; we have been assured that HDNC has been put back on the circulation list.     
CLC:  TM enquired if Highway updates are still available.
ACTION: AB to check.

	9.
	HTCP  
 Nothing to report.

	 10.
	Horsham Blueprint Neighbourhood Forum
The Neighbourhood Plan formally “made” at the full Council Meeting on 14th December by a unanimous vote. The Plan is now part of the statutory Development Plan for Horsham District and the policies within the plan will be applied for the purpose of determining planning applications within neighbourhood area.
The Steering Group will meet in the New Year to discuss next steps. It is hoped that representatives from the Green Spaces Forum will join the group.

	11.
	Members’ Questions and Comments
Climate Change Workshops: RF attended the Workshop and provided a summary.
There is an Action Plan for the Parish and Neighbourhood Councils regarding direct emissions and procurement and influence on the wider community. The first two are only relevant to the Parishes who have many ideas including declaring a Climate Emergency, thermal cameras to check inadequate insulation on buildings, and showing green films at the cinemas.
ACTION: RF to forward notes. 

	12.
	Reports from District and County Councillors 

HDC Councillor Ruth Fletcher
Burton Court Bin Store: An application is imminent.
Turning Tides: The centre for the homeless has opened. This in North Horsham PC area.
WSCC Cllr. Andrew Baldwin (See item 8.8)
WSCC Cllr. Nigel Dennis (a report was provided as ND was unable to attend).
Hurst Road:  There was a report of a collision in Hurst Road, opposite the Royal Mail Sorting Office, where three parked cars were written off at the end of November and several other accidents recently in this area. ND has asked WSCC highways to investigate and Chris Child attended on site and has requested a road safety audit for this location.  The major problems are that the road is too narrow for safe on-street parking there (although the residents obviously want this); this obstructs visibility for vehicles exiting Gladstone Road.
 
Little Monkeys: The Nursery has protested to WSCC Highways over their unsuccessful CHS application for guard railing on junction of London Road/Albion Way (due to insufficient footway width). 
 
Springfield Road (between Albion Way and London Road): This road is scheduled for resurfacing by April 2023
 
Tanbridge School SSZ: ND has not been consulted as the area is mainly in John Milne’s area. ND assumes any signage on Rookwood is required for completeness and enforceability as few people use that road and should know the school is there. (See item 8.8)
 
Electric Vehicle Charging Points:  None are proposed for ND’s part of Denne but there is one at the top end of Rushams Road (opp Bilbets) that may be useful to Denne residents.


	13.
	Meeting closed at 9.10pm
Next Meeting: 19th January 2023

Apologies in advance from JP.
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