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Horsham Denne Neighbourhood Council 	
	
Minutes of the Meeting held on 20th October 2022

Venue: Church Lounge, Methodist Church, London Rd, Horsham
 
	Item
	Detail

	1
	Meeting Opened at 7.00pm and Welcome from the Chair


	2
	Attendance and apologies for absence:

Attending – HDNC: Chair - Trudie Mitchell, Vice-Chair – Nigel Hillpaul, Gianni Lozzi - Treasurer (left 8.35pm), Ian Botting, Judy Pounds, Chris Osborne, Paul Sharman, Joyce Mooney (JMo), Ruth Fletcher;  
Clerk – Sara Doy
HDC Cllrs. Clive Trott, Ruth Fletcher, Peter Burgess; WSCC Cllrs. John Milne (arrived 7.10pm), Andrew Baldwin (arrived 7.20pm), HDC Cabinet Member for the Town, Christian Mitchell (arrived 8pm). 
Apologies:  WSCC Cllr. Nigel Dennis

	3
	Declaration of Members’ Interests

TM – Blueprint; IB – HTCP; RF – HDC Councillor, Horsham and Crawley Liberal Democrats, Blueprint, and Horsham District Cycling Forum.

	4
	Approval of Minutes from meeting held on 15.9.22:
Approval proposed by NH, seconded by IB, and agreed by all present.

	5
	Matters arising from last reports and Action points

All Action Points dealt with or in hand. 

	6
	Chair’s Report

Meetings Attended
22/09/2022 NC Constitution – Chairs with Carmel Briody, HDC
28/09/2022 Climate Change Workshop 
07/10/2022 Denne Cemetery Project Group (see 8.10)
Apologies were given for not attending 09/10/2022 HDC Civic Service


Future Meetings 
24/10/2022 Town Centre with Clare Mangan
25/10/2022 NC Quarterly Meeting
Climate Change:  
TM and RF attended the virtual meeting organised by HALC and HDC for all the parishes and neighbourhood councils. The purpose was to understand its importance and what HDC has been doing to reduce its carbon footprint and also to encourage other organisations to develop practical schemes within their remit and share ideas. This may be easier for Parish Councils which have direct responsibility for property and services.
Thanks to RF for attending the follow up workshop today.
		
	
	




	Duke’s Square Affordable Housing Update: Rob Jarvis, HDC Head of Housing and Community Services informed TM that the plans have now been split into two phases. The intention is to first build 8 units on the north side in the area currently occupied by the disused garage. Subsequently this was approved by Cabinet on 2nd September. 

Development of the full site would require a further business case and it is disappointing that the area cannot be delivered as a comprehensive scheme with community space.



				











Park Terrace Gardens (Norfolk Square) Conservation Area Consultation: A response was submitted on 4th October supporting the scheme including the suggestion from a resident to include Park Terrace West within the boundary. 


	7
	Clerk’s Report

Newsletter: The newsletter delivery was completed by the student on 23/9/22.
There has been a disappointing response as no residents have expressed interest in joining HDNC or attending a meeting. 
Three residents contacted HDNC with queries: regarding the Denne Rd Cemetery; to find out when the August Meeting minutes would be available on the website; and to report an overgrown area in Longfield Road.

Resident enquiries

Highwood Play Area: A resident contacted HDNC regarding the poor state of the ground which does not have an all- weather surface and becomes very muddy in the winter. This was previously reported to HDC in 2021 who arranged for 10t of bark chippings to be put down last summer as an interim measure. SD contacted HDC again and was advised that regarding further improvements, there is no budget this year for a more permanent rubber surface. It would require a capital bid to go into next year's budget but other projects may have higher priority e.g. upgrades to equipment which is old or unsafe. HDNC will pursue this on the resident’s behalf.
Overgrown vegetation on path adjacent to Tanbridge House School: SD passed on a resident’s complaint regarding overgrown vegetation and brambles which need cutting back to WSCC Cllr. John Milne who contacted the Highways Steward. Following some confusion over the location it now needs to be established if the area in question comes under HDC, WSCC or Berkeleys.
Overgrown vegetation on corner of Longfield Rd and Alder Copse: A resident contacted HDNC to report an overgrown green area which was missed when the last grass cutting was carried out. The area has a small sub-station on it and is very overgrown. It is marked as WSCC land on Parish Online. SD asked WSCC Cllr. John Milne to enquire.
Compliance Queries
EN/20/0003 – Orthodontist, 3-3A East St:  SD noticed that work is being carried out to refurbish the shop front and replace the rotten window frames. The window film appears to have been removed.
HDC Compliance confirmed that the S215 notice has been complied with. This just deals with the condition of the building and not the window film.
Jubilee Tree Planting on the Needles Recreation Ground: HDC are arranging for our tree to be delivered either on 10th or 11th November. SD has advised HDC that HDNC wishes to have a small ceremony to mark the planting of the tree and has requested that HDC prepare the hole. Andrew Dickinson, the HDNC Tree Warden, has offered to keep the tree watered for the first year. 
Leaning street name sign – The sign for Somergate, off Hills Farm Lane has been reported to HDC.


	 

	Reports from Members:


	8.1
	Finance               
GL provided the following report: 
Payments made since 15.9.22:
Delivery of newsletter = £450.00
Clerk’s September salary = £352.27
Function 28 Web Hosting = £56.00
Bank charges = £5.00
WSCC Payroll admin = £48.96
Balance at 20.10.22 = £5554.78
Clerk’s Overtime:   Members approved the payment of 7 hours covering July to September.
Purpose of the HDC grant:  RF asked if there are any restrictions on how the money could be used. TM responded that she would check the constitution. 


	 8.2
	Section 106 and CIL
S106 Funding Applications: HDNC has been consulted on the use of funds for two projects in our area. HDC has changed its system, Suzanne Shaw explained that the Planning Obligations Panel no longer exists and decisions have been delegated to Barbara Childs or Emma Parkes.  There is nothing on the HDC website but HDNC will be informed of the decisions.
Albion Way Highway and Pedestrian Connectivity Study £28,500: Money has been available for this purpose from DC/13/1599 since 18/3/2014 and £234k was paid 10/4/2015. HDNC asked that serious consideration is given to creating a crossing for pedestrians on the northern arm of Albion Way to alleviate congestion at the existing traffic-light controlled crossing point over Albion Way and to improve footfall for businesses on the north side of Bishopric.
Shelley Memorial Project £10,000:  DC/09/2138 to be ring-fenced for 5 years. HDNC responded that although it is located in the Horsham Denne Neighbourhood Council area this project is supposed to be of benefit to the whole of Horsham Town. No objection to the public art funds being used for the project but would not want any other HDNC S106 money being used. 
Both projects have been recommended for approval but no decision has been made yet.

	8.3
	Planning
Novartis Exhibition: JP attended the public exhibition on 29th September and gave the following report:
The Exhibition was not well attended. The plans for the housing have changed a lot and now include mews houses, town houses and two blocks of flats.
There has been a reduction in the number of proposed houses from 300 down to 260 which was due to insufficient parking provision.
There are concerns regarding the Parsonage Road level crossing and another road audit has been called for.
WSCC have taken back some of the periphery of the site in order to make improvements in Parsonage Road to the road and pavement.  
Water Neutrality is holding up the development but the site is classed as a priority so should be able to progress.
RF commented that the Ciba Geigy site was originally chosen due to onsite water underneath the ground.

	 8.4

	Highwood
 Arun East Bridge link to Hills Farm Lane: There are still matters to resolve regarding the ANPR design, which is not compliant with HDC requirements, and a Traffic Regulation Order will be required. 
ACTION: TM to forward detailed information to RF.
Community Centre: Brian Elliott sent the latest design pack and said that noise, traffic and other surveys have been commissioned. There are no detailed plans but comments were that the design is rather functional / basic and the main hall has too few windows. 


	8.5

	Community Services – Youth 
Youth Contract Meeting 27/9/22: JP provided a report which was circulated prior to the meeting. The main points were: 
New Youth Club, Hurst Road: 4TheYouth took over the premises in April and refurbished the building, and opened in July. The premises is large with various rooms and includes an indoor ball game court. There is a large outdoor space and car park. The Snack Wagon is parked here.
Currently the Youth Club has a Café with ample seating and tables, a lounge area with pool tables and a quite lounge. The Trustees of the building are in negotiations with WSCC for a settlement to enable further repairs including a new roof and remedial drainage work.
The estimated costs to maintain the building are E90k per annum. The business plan includes renting out rooms for Counselling and other activities. Grants are being sought to provide funding. 
North Horsham PC: NHPC have confirmed that they will contribute to Youth Provision in the unparished area, but it will be outside the NC funding and an amount has not yet been agreed.
Next Meeting: Scheduled for 7/3/23 at the Hurst Café at 1pm.
Re-development of Hurst Road public buildings: IB queried if this would affect the new Youth Centre. JP explained that the building has a covenant which would ensure that a new building would have to be provided if the existing building was demolished. 
PB added that the Law Courts and Police Station are not relocating so HDC are not currently pursuing re-development.


	8.6
	Community Services – Older People  
Nothing to report.

	8.7
	Community Services – NHS and Social Services
Nothing to report.

	8.8
	Highways and Transport
A24 Slip Road Flooding: A complaint was received from a resident about dangerous ponding on the Highwood approach road from the north. This corroborates previous complaints and thanks to WSCC Councillor John Milne, Highways agreed to get the drainage contractor to investigate one night last week. It is not known if the inspection took place and any further incidents should be reported.
JMO commented that she had not noticed any flooding this week.
Pondtail Road: The long-awaited project (11 years) to widen the pavement under the railway bridge took place at the end of September. HDNC has raised some safety issues and has been assured that a full Stage 3 Road Safety Audit will be carried out in due course which should pick up on any outstanding issues, including the warning signage associated with the scheme. HDNC has also requested that the bank verges either side of the bridge are cut back to restore the existing pavement to its original width. This is a maintenance issue and HDNC are still awaiting an answer from Adam Bazley.
AB said he is meeting with Adam Bazley soon and will discuss.
Exit to Park House car park: JP again raised the issue of the difficulty for drivers exiting the car park (opposite Holmes Park) due to shrubs reducing visibility. 
ACTION: SD to report to WSCC Cllr. Nigel Dennis.
Overgrown hedge, Co-op, North Parade: RF reported that WSCC Highways had been trying to contact the landowner. 
Parking in Pondtail Road: RF reported that a vehicle parking opposite the junction of Ashleigh Road had been causing problems. A note was put on the vehicles windscreen and the problem has stopped.

	8.9
	Communications

Facebook and Twitter: NH reported a small increase in followers.

Blueprint referendum: JP commented that the Neighbourhood Councils had been mentioned in the publicity relating to the Referendum.

	8.10
	Park/Countryside and Leisure
Denne Cemetery:  A resident contacted HDNC offering to set up a Friends group to help with regular care and maintenance. Subsequently she attended a project group meeting led by RF on 7th October. The group will work on establishing priorities and an update on the management plan is due from Vicky Wise, Head of Leisure and Culture. 

Horsham Park:  The first planting of spring bulbs to celebrate the Samaritans Bulbs for Life project will take place October 22nd-23rd. The bulb field will have 6,221 mixed crocus and 6,221 narcissus flowering in succession next spring. This specific number is significant as 6,221 is the number of people who took their own lives in the UK in 2021.
Additional volunteers would be welcome to do planting or act as stewards. 
Rookwood Lake: IB reported that he had not noticed any new warning signs.
ACTION: IB to email information to SD.


	 8.11
	Emergency Plan/ Winter Maintenance

HDC Winter Plan: Tony Skelding, HDC Emergency Planning Officer, has circulated the Plan to HDC staff and NCs and asked for any comments. There is to be a meeting to review the Plan in November. 
ACTION: NH to look at the Plan and attend the meeting.


	8.12
	Police /Neighbourhood Wardens

Police Focus Group: The next meeting run for Parishes and Neighbourhood Councils by Katy Bourne’s office, together with WSALC, to discuss policing and community safety issues affecting local areas will take place on 17th November. IB may be able to attend.
ACTION: SD to forward invitation to IB.
Neighbourhood Wardens September Report: IB gave a summary of the report. The main points were: a resurgence of begging in the Forum and West Street; bicycle thefts in Sainsbury’s car park and Medwin Walk; a hit and run incident in the Carfax in September which resulted in a pedestrian being hurt; rough sleepers in the town.
TM advised that she had queried with Carol Boniface if it would be possible to shorten the monthly reports to make them easier to read. CB agreed the reports should be shortened.
Tent at Farthing’s Hill roundabout: JP commented that the tent had been there for over a year. PB advised that someone has been living in a tent in this location for about 30 years and HDC are aware. 

	8.13
	Town Centre
Town Centre Meeting: This has been rearranged for 24/10/22. 
Bus Station: Following our concern about the condition of the bus station Cllr. JM has been told that the site will be inspected by WSCC; this should now have taken place.                      ACTION: JM said he would check.                                 
A Boards: The policy was approved by Cabinet on Sept 29th and was heard by Council 19th October and approved. Thanks to Cllr. Tony Hogben for supporting and initiating this project when he was Cabinet Member for Horsham Town.

	8.14
	HALC /CLC

Nothing to report.


	9.
	HTCP  
AGM 26.10.22: IB will attend.

	 10.
	Horsham Blueprint Neighbourhood Forum
Referendum: This took place today and the result should be declared on 21.10.22.
TM considered that the organisation of the Referendum could have been better handled by HDC and it will be discussed at the Quarterly Meeting. RF added that businesses had to go through a separate registration process.

	11.
	Members’ Questions and Comments
Hospital Car Park: NH said he had been made aware that Collyer’s students have been parking in the car park as it is cheaper than using the Collyer’s car park.
ACTION: PB to investigate.
Bicycle rack, near Boots, Medwin Walk: GL commented that the two-tier rack needs replacing. 
RF advised that WSCC wanted the rack removed and asked HDC to do it, but they refused. TM added that the two-tier bicycle rack near the library also needs removing.

	12.
	Reports from District and County Councillors 

HDC Cllr. Peter Burgess

1 Parkfield: PB advised that he has contacted the HDC CEO, Jane Eaton, regarding the outstanding application. There have been numerous complaints and PB has asked for the application to go to committee but it is waiting on a water neutrality report. The rubble appears to have been cleared from the site. (See September minutes).

Local Plan: There are to be 500 homes built for the next 5 years (this is less than the previous forecast), and the plan will go to Cabinet in 2 months.
The Water Neutrality issue is not likely to be resolved soon. New developments will have to have water offsetting measures installed but these have drawbacks. HDC is leading on its dealing with the issue for all of the UK.

Cost of Living crisis: HDC will provide financial assistance with Council Tax, Rent, Bills and Mortgages. The Food Bank is run by Horsham Matters. £160k has been allocated for two extra Citizens Advice Advisors for two years, who will be based at HDC offices.
The advice being given out is to go to the CAB early.
HDC Cllr. Clive Trott

Garden Waste recycling: There is to be a slight increase in the charge.

Scaffolding outside Sterling Buildings, Carfax: CT has received a few calls about the reduced pavement width, and there had been an accident. 

Trees at Hills Cemetery: There have been complaints that trees are encroaching onto properties next to the Cemetery. CT is investigating who is responsible.

HDC Cllr. Ruth Fletcher

St Peter’s Hall, Blackbridge Lane: The Hall is ‘coming to life’. RF attended a defibrillator training session. Acoustic panels are to be installed to prevent echoing. It is hoped that the Borough Band and the Scouts will use the Hall.

CIL Governance for the unparished area: The procedure was agreed at Cabinet but has been called in by the Overview and Scrutiny Committee for further consideration. 

HDC Cabinet Member for Horsham Town, Christian Mitchell

King Charles III: The Coronation of King Charles is set for 6/5/23 and a steering group has been set up to decide how to mark the event.

A-Boards: CM recommended that enforcement of the rules was needed rather than the policy  being advisory; an informal warning procedure was approved by Council. The Policy will apply to the whole District with immediate effect, but needs to be communicated to all traders. (See also 8.13).

BID Referendum: This will take place next year in June or July.

Paul Anderson: The new HDC Director of Communities will attend the Quarterly Meeting with NCs on 25/10/22.

Local Plan: (See also PB report) New strategic sites are not wanted as they are not sustainable. Achieving housing number targets will be difficult due to Water Neutrality.

London Road Car Park: This has been decommissioned and using the site for affordable homes is a possibility.

Horsham Museum: The Shipley Reliquary is on display.


WSCC Cllr. Andrew Baldwin

Overgrown trees in Pondtail Rd, junction with North Parade: There is a problem identifying who is responsible for the overgrown Conifer trees.

Trees next to A24, between Great Daux and Robin Hood roundabouts: Trees planted when the new roundabout was built have been blown over in a recent storm as they were not supported properly (it was previously thought to have been vandalism). The trees will be replaced in November.

WSCC Budget: The financial position is sound. WSCC provides more services than the statutory requirement. There is a £5.6million gap for 2023-24 which equates to 1% of the total budget. The budget will be set in February 2023.

WSCC Cllr. John Milne

Overgrown area at junction of Longfield Rd, Alder Copse: (See item 7) JM has been advised that it is Saxon Weald land.

Lane Rental Plan: This is a new system whereby utilities or companies digging up roads and pavements will have to pay for usage each day as an incentive to complete the works as quickly as possible. It applies to A and B road.

New process for reporting road and pavement problems: There will be a new online form to report problems, which has an interactive map and shows the progress of the report.

WSCC Cllr. Nigel Dennis (ND submitted his report prior to the meeting as he was unable to attend)

Wimblehurst Road: ND is working with Wimblehurst Road Residents Association to try to get a meeting with highway officers over the arrangements for traffic from the Novartis development and in particular the need for a signal controlled junction to replace the mini roundabout at Parsonage Road with Wimblehurst Road and North Heath Lane (this was in an earlier version of the plans but was rejected as too expensive). 

Blocked gullies in Hurst Road: ND has reported blocked gullies in Hurst Road in the dip opposite the hospital by the bus shelter (half way across last Thursday morning) and at the junction with North Parade (north east corner) where he has asked that the pedestrian push button device does not cancel when the pedestrians move away from the box (as it is impossible to stand there during wet conditions).
Pinehurst: In response to a resident’s query, Pinehurst is scheduled for resurfacing in 2023/24 but the current potholes do not meet intervention level. Street sweeping is done twice a year by HDC but you can request an additional one on HDC’s website:
https://www.horsham.gov.uk/waste-recycling-and-bins/litter-and-street-cleaning/street-sweeping'

	13.
	Meeting closed at 8.50pm
Next Meeting: 17th November 2022.

Apologies in advance from WSCC Cllr. Andrew Baldwin.
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