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Horsham Denne Neighbourhood Council 	
	
Minutes of the Meeting held on 17th November 2022

Venue: Church Lounge, Methodist Church, London Rd, Horsham
 
	Item
	Detail

	1
	Meeting Opened at 7.00pm and Welcome from the Chair


	2
	Attendance and apologies for absence:

Attending – HDNC: Chair - Trudie Mitchell, Ian Botting, Judy Pounds, Chris Osborne, 
Paul Sharman, Joyce Mooney (JMo), Ruth Fletcher (arrived 8.15pm);  
Clerk – Sara Doy
HDC Cllrs. Ruth Fletcher; WSCC Cllrs. John Milne , Nigel Dennis, HDC Cabinet Member for the Town, Christian Mitchell (all arrived 8.10pm). 
Apologies:  HDNC: Nigel Hillpaul, Gianni Lozzi; HDC Cllrs. Peter Burgess, Clive Trott; 
WSCC Cllr. Andrew Baldwin

	3
	Declaration of Members’ Interests

TM – Blueprint; IB – HTCP; RF – HDC Councillor, Horsham and Crawley Liberal Democrats, Blueprint, and Horsham District Cycling Forum.

	4
	Approval of Minutes from meeting held on 15.9.22:
Approval proposed by IB, seconded by JMo, and agreed by all present.

	5
	Matters arising from last reports and Action points

Item 8.10 Rookwood Lake signs: IB advised that warning signage has not been put up and he has witnessed people fishing in the lake.
ACTION: SD to contact Nick Jenkins, HDC Community Services Manager


	6
	Chair’s Report

Meetings Attended
24/10/2022 Town Centre (virtual) 
25/10/2022 HDC re CIL and Blueprint 
27/10/2022 Update on planning projects with Brian Elliott (virtual)
01/11/2022 Planning Committee North 

Future Meetings 
21/11/2022 Horsham Park Visit
29/11/2022 NC Quarterly
		
	
	







	7
	Clerk’s Report

Resident enquiries
Highwood Play Area: (A resident contacted HDNC regarding the poor state of the ground which does not have an all- weather surface and becomes very muddy in the winter.) SD emailed HDC Parks Dept. again and was advised that the best solution would be a ‘wet pour’ surface. SD asked for more information about this and also queried if bark chippings could be put down as an interim measure.
Overgrown vegetation on path adjacent to Tanbridge House School: It was established that the area is Berkeley’s responsibility. TM contacted Berkeley’s and the vegetation was finally cut back. The resident who reported it expressed thanks to HDNC. (See 8.4).
Overgrown vegetation on green area Longfield Rd corner of Alder Copse: WSCC Cllr. John Milne advised that this area is the responsibility of Saxon Weald. SD has reported it to Saxon Weald but to date has had no response.
Jubilee Tree Planting on the Needles Recreation Ground: The Parks Dept, HDC advised that the planting of the trees had to be postponed due to the very wet weather, and that due to the close proximity of the proposed location to the football pitch (which wasn’t marked up when at the original site meeting) it would need to be changed. A different location next to Granary Way was proposed by HDC but HDNC has objected as there is no adjacent pavement and little traffic, so the tree will not be so noticeable. 
HDNC has requested that the planting of the tree is postponed and another site meeting is arranged with HDC. 

Amended planning applications:  HDNC continues to receive amended applications where it is not clear what the changes are. SD emailed Emma Parks, Head of Planning, again, to ask if there is any update on implementing requests to applicants to provide a statement of changes made to plans.

Abandoned shopping trolley, The Boulevard: SD reported the trolley using the online reporting form suggested by the Neighbourhood Wardens.

Website: SD has added some information and is trying to keep the website updated. Members were asked to forward any suggestions of what could be added or improved.
JP commented on some out-of-date information. 



	 

	Reports from Members:


	8.1
	Finance               
GL provided the following report: 
Payments made since 20.10.22:
Clerk’s October salary = £352.27
Bank charges = £5.00
Balance at 16.11.22 = £5197.51

Tree Warden: As usual Andrew Dickinson has worked very hard on behalf of HDNC this year, responding to 22 planning applications so far and volunteering to take on the maintenance of our Jubilee tree. 
In previous years he has been presented with a £50 Amazon gift voucher. Members present agreed to do the same for this year.
ACTION: SD to invite AD to the December meeting.


	 8.2
	Section 106 and CIL
S106 Applications: 
Albion Way Highway and Pedestrian Connectivity Study: As requested by HDC the consultation has been extended to include a possible crossing over Albion Way between Lemon Grass and the Olive Branch. This means the cost of the study is now £30,382.50, an extra £1,882.50
Shelley Memorial Project £10,000:  This has been approved.

	8.3
	Planning
Aldi: The planning application was approved at the Committee meeting on 1st November by a narrow majority. TM spoke at the meeting giving reasons for the HDNC objections to the application and wishes to record thanks to those Councillors who took note of our view.

	 8.4

	Highwood
Meeting with Berkeley’s: A site visit is long overdue but Berkeley’s seem unwilling to meet until 2023. A further e-mail has been sent to say this is unacceptable.
Path by Tanbridge School: The overgrown vegetation has been cleared by Berkeley’s exposing the full width of the path which is a considerable improvement. However, the bank of brambles encroaching from Berkeley’s land has not been cut back enough to prevent future problems.
Community Centre: TM attended a virtual presentation on 27th October given by Brian Elliott which gave a little more detail on the proposed design including the possibility of a reduced footprint and revised internal layout. The main objections raised were the lack of windows in the main hall and the need for a hard surface to the outdoor patio and a clear view to the east over the recreation area.   
BE has confirmed a hard finish to the outdoor patio rather than grass, but has postponed a decision on the hedge which obstructs the view. HDC Members prefer to keep the original footprint but there will be no additional windows, as this would add to the cost and would impact on the energy systems.
Allotments: These should have been completed by May but Berkeley’s are still trying to resolve commercial issues with the contractor. HDC will initially take on the management with the view to setting up an Allotment Society. There are now 20 people on the waiting list.


	8.5

	Community Services – Youth 
JP said there was nothing to report, but mentioned that the new Youth Café in Hurst Road featured in the latest All About Horsham magazine.

	8.6
	Community Services – Older People  
Horsham District Older Peoples’ Forum: CO advised that no minutes are available from the last meeting yet. Question Time with Jeremy Quin MP is on 25th November.
Horsham Dementia Friendly Community: CO will attend the virtual meeting on 6/12/22.

	8.7
	Community Services – NHS and Social Services
Nothing to report.

	8.8
	Highways and Transport
Pondtail Road: HDNC has also requested that the bank verges either side of the bridge are cut back to restore the existing pavement to its original width. This is a maintenance issue and TM has requested a site meeting with Adam Bazley, Area Highways Manager.

Hospital Car Park: HDNC has queried when the approved ANPR system and layout changes will be implemented.
Blackbridge Lane Community Highway Scheme: Regarding the additional pedestrian refuge near the shopping parade, Ian Moorey, Principal Engineer Highways Projects informed HDNC that on closer inspection underground utilities, where it might be beneficial to add dropped kerbs and pedestrian crossing points make any such minor works financially unviable and WSCC is unable to recommend proceeding. Therefore the approved removal of nine on-street parking bays will not be enacted and the bays will remain. 
PS suggested that a possible solution could be the use of road markings using fluorescent paint, similar to that used in Jockey Mead.
ACTION: SD to respond to email from IM.

	8.9
	Communications

Website: (See item 7)


	8.10
	Park/Countryside and Leisure
Horsham Park Fields in Trust: HDNC has been notified that at an informal Cabinet meeting HDC decided not to proceed with Fields in Trust protection for the park citing possible loss of control and sufficient protection given by existing covenants. 
CM was asked if he had any more information on the existing covenants. He responded that Roger Noel has contacted Sally Sanderson, Friends of Horsham Park (HDNC were aware of this). CM’s view is that Horsham Park cannot be developed. 
RF disagreed as some areas have been developed e.g. Kaya Café outside area, and she considers the Park does need more protection.

	 8.11
	Emergency Plan/ Winter Maintenance

HDC Weather/Winter Plan Review Meeting 3/11/22: NH attended the meeting and provided a report prior to this meeting. TM has asked NH to query who is responsible for clearing the Chart Way steps down to Albion Way.
ACTION: NH to enquire.

	8.12
	Police /Neighbourhood Wardens

Steering Group Meeting 16/11/22: IB attended the meeting and his notes were circulated prior to this meeting. 
The Wardens have asked if they could have access to our noticeboard so they do not have to contact the NCs. TM responded that HDNC would not agree to this as the NCs are responsible for any information displayed.

Neighbourhood Warden Reports: Members agreed that the new condensed format was an improvement and easier to read.
ACTION: SD to contact the Wardens about the new report format and the noticeboard. 
Police Focus Group 17/11/22: IB attended the meeting and his notes were circulated prior to this meeting. The main points were:
The Chair asked the group the following questions: ‘How safe do you feel’ and ‘What is your confidence in the Police’. 
There was concern about ASB and attacks in the Park. The issue of noisy cars and motorcycles racing in the evening was also raised.  
Sussex Police have to make savings of £22million in the next 4 years.  
The public need to report all incidents so that the Police can gather data and build up a picture of repeat offences. 

Street lighting: JP commented on the reduction in lamp posts and said some roads are now darker in the evenings e.g. Gordon Road the street lights switch off early.
ACTION: TM/SD to ask WSCC what the policy is for street light timings.
ASB near former Currys, Riverside Walk: CO reported that she had seen groups of youths gathering in this location which can be intimidating to people using the path.
ACTION: CO to forward information to IB.
Join the Wardens sessions: JP, CO, PS and IB had expressed interest.
ACTION: SD to contact the Wardens with dates. 

	8.13
	Town Centre
Town Centre Meeting:  TM and JP had a virtual meeting with Clare Mangan on 24th October. Some items have been resolved since but there is still no update on Christmas Decorations and Events, or the market contracts and Horsham Business Initiative progress.
Bus Station: An Inspection should now have taken place and TM had asked JM for an update. JM is chasing a response.
London Road Car Park: Following the decommissioning of the car park HDC proposes to build affordable rental apartments (11 x 2 bedroom).
Forum and West Walk: The resurfacing work has been delayed because when the old paving was lifted the floor screeding was found to be in poorer condition than the test areas. It is hoped to complete part of West Walk by the end of November and work will resume in January.


	8.14
	HALC /CLC

CLC:  County Local Forums were abolished by West Sussex County Council in October 2022. The County Council encourages residents to contact and engage with their local county councillor directly, using existing channels. 
TM commented that HDNC used to receive updates on Highways schemes which were useful. JM said that this has been raised.

	9.
	HTCP  
AGM 26/10/22: IB attended. HTCP are looking for new projects.
RF suggested improving Mobility access, in which Nigel Friswell is involved. 

	 10.
	Horsham Blueprint Neighbourhood Forum
Referendum: Voting took place on 20th October and the result was announced on 21st showing an overwhelming majority in favour of adopting the Neighbourhood Plan.
The Neighbourhood Chairs had a meeting with Barbara Childs, Emma Parkes and Norman Kwan on 25th to review the referendum procedure. Also the way forward regarding the relationship between Blueprint and the Neighbourhood Councils was discussed; in particular concerning response to planning applications and use of CIL funds.
AGM: The Blueprint AGM was held on 15th November and next steps were discussed including the relationship between Blueprint and the NCs. In order to proceed with any community activities or projects more community groups or individual volunteers are needed both on the Steering Group and to take an active role. 
There is currently a small deficit in the accounts which needs to be cleared and the only possible source of future funding seems to be the Neighbourhood Councils.  A budget will be produced after the Steering Group has met. 
One of the most important needs noted at the meeting was improvement to the website and greater presence on social media – a volunteer is required. 
Membership: Thanks to HDNC members for ensuring their Blueprint membership is current and to GL for attending the AGM. It is hoped members will actively support Blueprint going forward, especially if they have a particular interest in any of the policies and projects.

	11.
	Members’ Questions and Comments
None.

	12.
	Reports from District and County Councillors 

Cabinet Member for the Town, Christian Mitchell
West Walk: The completion of the pavement work has been delayed (See 8.13).
Christmas: The Carfax Christmas campaign has a Cinderella theme and starts on 26/11/22
Coronation Event: A meeting has taken place to start planning and it will be similar to the Jubilee events.
Market Contract: The contract was discussed at the Cabinet Meeting and the current provider Food Rocks was recommended.
Local Plan: 500 homes over 5 years has been proposed. Briefings are to take place on 11/1/23.
Water Neutrality: IB referred to a recent BBC programme which suggested a new reservoir and de-salination plant is needed. CM responded that it would be very expensive and a de-salination plant would need a lot of electricity, so it is not a realistic solution. 
Southern Water have come up with ideas, but officers are sceptical. Crawley BC has a large housing stock so it would be possible to retrofit water saving devices, but it would not be feasible to do it in Horsham. Planning North have suggested boreholes.
HDC Councillor Ruth Fletcher
Trees in River Arun: Fallen trees in the river near Arunside and Provender Mill have been reported to the Environment Agency, but not action has been taken.
HDC Councillor Peter Burgess
PB provided a report prior to the meeting as he was unable to attend.
Railtrack: PB has asked Railtrack for an update on delays at the two level-crossings in Horsham. 
Armed Forces Update: A list of local regular events in the Horsham area were given. Any queries should be directed to PB: peter.burgess@horsham.gov.uk.
Remembrance services in Horsham. The first service was on Friday 11/11/22 and many schools took part. The second service was on Sunday 13/11/22 and was organised by HDC; starting at the War Memorial, followed by a parade and a church service in St. Mary's.
WSCC Councillor Nigel Dennis
Wimblehurst Rd junction with Parsonage Rd: There have been calls for a signalised junction but this would need a Community Highways Scheme; it would require land acquisition and be very expensive, so it is not feasible.
Hurst Road drains: The drains were checked and found to be blocked, so gulley clearance has been scheduled.
Trees opposite Sorting Office, Hurst Rd: The trees are making it very dark. TM queried if it was also due to a lack of street lighting. ND confirmed that the street lights are dimmed at night and come on later due to the clocks changing. LED lights are less bright. (See 8.12).
Park House Car Park Exit: As requested by HDNC, again ND reported the difficulty for drivers exiting (opposite Holmes Park) due to shrubs reducing visibility and the slope up to the road. Highways visited the site again but disagreed that there is a problem and pointed out that the other exit can be used.
WSCC Councillor John Milne

Parsonage Road Level Crossing: JM has received lots of complaints and contacted Network Rail. He was told they were already in communication with Jeremy Quin MP.

CPZ Review: The response rate from residents to the consultation was too low, so no action will be taken.

Community Highways Schemes: There is a new system. Of 24 schemes previously put forward only 5 were progressed.
TM referred to the Blackbridge Lane CHS for a pedestrian crossing (see 8.8) and the suggestion regarding road markings or signage. JM agreed it was a possible solution.
RF mentioned that there are now electric charging points in the same location as the parking bays.
ACTION: SD to check with WSCC if a site in Blackbridge Lane is included.

WSCC Cllr. Andrew Baldwin
AB submitted a report prior to the meeting as he was unable to attend.
Pondtail Road CHS: AB and West Sussex County Council’s Improvements Team have received a number of reports about the road signage in connection with the new road layout. The contractors have been instructed to install additional signage and road markings on both approaches to help address the concerns of the local residents. A road safety audit will also be undertaken shortly which may highlight any additional improvements. 

	13.
	Meeting closed at 8.50pm
Next Meeting: 15th December 2022.
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