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Horsham Denne Neighbourhood Council 	
	
Minutes of the Meeting held on 15th September 2022

Venue: Church Lounge, Methodist Church, London Rd, Horsham
 
	Item
	Detail

	1
	Meeting Opened at 7.00pm and Welcome from the Chair

There was a one-minute silence in memory of Queen Elizabeth II.


	2
	Attendance and apologies for absence:

Attending – HDNC: Chair - Trudie Mitchell, Vice-Chair – Nigel Hillpaul, Ian Botting, 
Chris Osborne, Joyce Mooney (JMo) (arrived7.50pm), Ruth Fletcher
Clerk – Sara Doy
HDC Cllrs. Ruth Fletcher; WSCC Cllrs. John Milne, Nigel Dennis (arrived 8.05pm)
Apologies:  HDNC: Judy Pounds, Gianni Lozzi, Paul Sharman
HDC Cllrs. Peter Burgess, Belinda Walters, Christian Mitchell

	3
	Declaration of Members’ Interests

TM – Blueprint; IB – HTCP; RF – HDC Councillor, Horsham and Crawley Liberal Democrats, Blueprint, and Horsham District Cycling Forum.

	4
	Approval of Minutes from meeting held on 18.8.22:
Approval proposed by IB, seconded by NH, and agreed by all present.

	5
	Matters arising from last reports and Action points

All Action Points dealt with or in hand. 

	6
	Chair’s Report

Meetings Attended

23/08/2022 BID Update with Ben Hewson (See 8.13)
24/08/2022 Carol Boniface and Nick Jenkins with Sara Doy (See 8.12)
25/08/2022 Town Centre with Clare Mangan (virtual meeting) (See 8.13)                           05/09/2022 Novartis Update with North Horsham Parish Council (virtual meeting) (See 8.3)
06/09/2022 Horsham Green Spaces (See item 8.10)
Future Meetings 
28/09/2022 Climate Change Workshop
09/10/2022 HDC Civic Service. 

	7
	Clerk’s Report
Newsletter: The newsletter draft was completed by TM and SD and The Printed Word printed 4500 copies at a cost of £309.00 (£305.00 last time). The Printed Word were very helpful in bringing forward the date for printing the newsletters to enable the student to have more time for the delivery which started on Tuesday 6th September. 

Hall Hire Licence and Community Fridge: SD completed and returned the Hall Licence and Key Holder forms for the period September 2022 to August 2023 and provided a copy of the public liability insurance document, as requested by the Church Hall Secretary. 
The Secretary advised that the Church will be providing a new venue for the Community Fridge. They will be freezing and storing food at the Church and operating sessions on Tuesday mornings and Thursday afternoons where people can come and obtain the free food. Volunteers will deliver food to the playgroup room during the day and evening. It is not expected that there will be any impact on our meetings but if there are any problems SD will let the Secretary know. 

Resident enquiries

Lorry Deliveries in East St: Regarding the complaint from a resident who lives in East Street about noisy lorry deliveries which take place late at night and early in the morning, HDNC received the following information from Nigel Weston, HDC: When the core hours were introduced there were no restrictions for deliveries, other than restricted access to the street between 10.30am and 10.30pm. Outside of those hours, deliveries can happen at any time. He explained that some lorries have refrigerator units which are kept running during the deliveries. NW suggested that the resident contact the HDC Environmental Health Dept. SD passed on this information to the resident.
Compliance Queries
1 Parkfield (DC/22/0211): CO reported that building works appear to have started prior to a decision being made on the application. HDNC had previously contacted Compliance about the application so SD contacted them again to ask for an update. Compliance advised that they are still awaiting an outcome for DC/22/0211. They would not consider any enforcement action until such a time that the application was refused. The developer is aware that any work carried out is done so at his/her risk. 
Horsham Bedding Centre (DC/18/2347): TM noticed that the large sign on the side of the shop facing Albion Way has recently been replaced. HDNC objected to the retrospective application for the previous sign due to its size and bright colours, which was also the view of the Conservation Officer. The Case Officer approved the application and said in their report regarding the sign that ' The resultant colour and design is considered to be of a muted appearance which is appropriate for this town centre location.'. SD contacted Compliance to query if the new sign is compliant and a case has been logged.
Spend a Day with the Wardens: The Wardens have invited any members that are interested to join them for a morning or day to see what they do. PS, JP and CO have expressed interest. 
Nuisance caused by foxes: At the August Horsham Denne Neighbourhood Council Meeting, the issue of nuisance caused by foxes in the town, particularly the Hills Farm lane area was raised. 
As suggested by RF, SD contacted HDC/Environmental Health to see if anything can be done e.g. some sort of publicity campaign to discourage the public from feeding foxes and explaining the damage and nuisance that they can cause. 
Marc Rankin at HDC advised that in line with other LAs HDC do not generally control any wild animals as they are protected by law. Advice is to make the area or premises less attractive to animals causing a nuisance i.e. limiting food sources and access to material that could be used to build a den; removal of old redundant den materials; where practical entry points should be proofed to stop entry.
MR has asked the Comms team to produce informative and educational information on the Council website and in the District magazine.
RF said that HDC Cllr. Clive Trott raised this issue at the last Council meeting. Tricia Youtan and Marc Rankin agreed to produce educational information.
CO mentioned that families of foxes have inhabited waste land near the junction of Blackbridge Lane and Middleton Road by the river for many years.

	 

	Reports from Members:


	8.1
	Finance               
GL provided the following report prior to the meeting: 
Payments made since 18.8.22:
Clerk’s August salary and overtime = £429.27
Bank charge = £5.00
The Printed Word (for printing 4500 newsletters) = £309.00
Balance at 15.9.22 = £6447.01


	 8.2
	Section 106 and CIL
CIL Governance for the un-parished area: The NC’s were concerned to learn that this is to be determined by Cabinet 29/09 and by Council in October as it had not been discussed with us.  
However, Emma Parkes, Head of Development and Building Control, confirmed that the proposal is to delegate the formal arrangement to Barbara Childs, Director of Place, so that any changes found to be required can be implemented without going through Cabinet. There will be discussions with local members and the NC’s in terms of what the governance arrangements will actually look like.

	8.3
	Planning
Aldi: SD has had further contact with the Case Officer who has confirmed there will be open access to the proposed supermarket from the Worthing Rd side. It is likely that the planning application will be determined at Committee in October or November; HDNC maintains its objection to the position of the building within the site and to egress arrangements.
RF said she had spoken to the Case Officer who assured her that the swale has a very gently dip and is just to take the run off of water from the planted area. The Case Officer is also concerned about the proposed location of the building within the site. RF has updated HDC Cllr. Belinda Walters. 
The application is being held up by Natural England’s water neutrality requirement. It should go to committee in November.
Novartis: North Horsham Parish Council hosted a virtual meeting on 5th September with the developer and stakeholders. A presentation was made showing the proposed layout of the residential area which is intended to create an open campus type feel. The desire for a water feature, possibly in the commercial area, will be determined by water neutrality requirements. 
Neil Hughes from Network Rail gave an update on the operation of the Parsonage Rd level crossing. He observed it was closed for 49 minutes within a 2-hour period and said delays could be caused by late running trains and overlapping services in opposite directions.
Notes and the presentation slides will be circulated by NHPC.  
The proposed public exhibition to be held on 12th September was postponed as a mark of respect following the death of HM Queen Elizabeth II.
11 Ridgehurst Drive: The replacement houses were permitted and have been built but there are still problems with conditions relating to the parking and landscaping; there have been several objections. There was an application to reduce the size of the back gardens and build two more houses, but this was refused. 
RF said she had received complaints about lorries accessing the site from the back via a residents’ parking area in Ridgehurst Drive, rather than using the driveway.

	 8.4

	Highwood
Arun East Bridge link to Hills Farm Lane: The protective fencing which is no longer required has eventually been removed; this was first scheduled for July and took place in September.
TM is still chasing for information on installing the ANPR system and when the road will be open for emergency vehicles.
TM contacted Adrian Smith, HDC, again regarding the unfinished state of the footpath access in the bellmouth area; the Project Manager is away so he is awaiting an update.

	8.5

	Community Services – Youth 
Nothing to report.

	8.6
	Community Services – Older People  
Nothing to report.

	8.7
	Community Services – NHS and Social Services
Nothing to report

	8.8
	Highways and Transport
Nothing to report

	8.9
	Communications

Nothing to report

	8.10
	Park/Countryside and Leisure
Denne Cemetery: The Cemeteries Action Plan should have been discussed at HDC by now but PDAG meetings have been cancelled. An update has been received from Pete Crawford, Parks and Countryside Manager stating that any work (other than tree maintenance) will need to be prioritised as a capital project needing funding next year. If there is any surplus at the end of 2022-3 it may be possible to buy some plants.   
RF commented that she would be having a meeting with Vicky Wise, HDC, on 16/9/22 to discuss the way forward. If there does not appear to be any money available she will suggest that the Neighbourhood Councils could possibly fund it with CIL money; also there could still be money available from the Year of Culture.
TM queried if Jonathan Chowen would want to be involved.
Horsham Park:
Fields in Trust Award: HDNC was pleased to note that Horsham Park received “Local Favourite” status in the annual, national competition organised by Fields in Trust. It was the only green space in West Sussex to gain sufficient public votes to achieve this award.   
Samaritans 50th Anniversary: To commemorate this anniversary there is a plan to plant 6221 bulbs for 6221 people who took their own lives in UK 2021.  The chosen area is by the Green Flag pole.

Horsham Green Spaces: TM attended the meeting held on 6th September at which the Neighbourhood Wardens gave a presentation regarding their work in relation to green spaces. There was also a report combining the SWOT analysis done by the group on specific sites.  The NC’s were given the opportunity to publicise the Blueprint referendum as the Neighbourhood Plan contains sections on green spaces. It was apparent that few people had a clear conception of the un-parished area, both in relation to the Neighbourhood Wardens and the Blueprint Plan.

	 8.11
	Emergency Plan/ Winter Maintenance

ACTION: NH to make contact with HDC about Emergency Plan at the end of September.


	8.12
	Neighbourhood Wardens

Informal Chat: TM and SD met with Nick Jenkins and Carol Boniface on 24th August mainly to discuss the role and performance of the Neighbourhood Wardens but also explained the overarching role of the Community Services Department which combines voluntary sector support, community development and safety. 
Noisy Bikes: RF referred to an email she had received from Inspector Ben Starnes which advised that an arrest had been made. 

	8.13
	Town Centre
West Walk/ Forum: Work has started to replace the surface of the paths between West Street and the Forum. HDNC contacted HDC to say that there was no explanatory signage about the work taking place and that the public should be informed. Apparently there had been some signage initially but it disappeared and has since been replaced, HDC has also issued a press release. 
Town Centre Meeting: TM had a brief virtual meeting with Clare Mangan on 25th August and is awaiting an update on points raised. 
Majestic Wine: IB queried if there was any information on the relocation to North Horsham. JM advised that the Wine Shop had been told by the landlord to relocate. RF added that Clare Mangan, HDC, had offered help in finding a new site.
Former Post Office site: There is no further news on plans for the site.
Markets:  RF advised that the consultant’s report is on the Agenda for the Town Centre PDAG next week. 
TM added that the new contract for the Markets starts in January; Garry Mortimer-Cook wants to improve the standard and layout.
Horsham Business Initiative: TM had an informal meeting on 23rd August with Ben Hewson to discuss progress on the Business Improvement District (BID) and to give him information about the Blueprint Neighbourhood Plan Business Referendum that he could pass on to colleagues.
HBI has received government funding for consultants and has created seven sub groups specialising in different types of businesses. They hope to be able to bring the BID to a vote by business rate payers next year. HBI is now deciding on the boundary of the BID; this will determine which businesses would have to pay the levy and therefore benefit from any projects if the vote is in favour.
BH is having meetings with various groups and TM has forwarded contact details for the Local HDC Councillors.


	8.14
	HALC /CLC

CLC: IB had heard that the current format for meetings is not considered useful.  JM agreed and commented that the meetings cover too wide an area. They mostly deal with highways issues and updates on planned projects are not provided. RF commented that she thought the old-style meetings were better.


	9.
	HTCP  
The next meeting of Directors is on 26/10/22.

	 10.
	Horsham Blueprint Neighbourhood Forum
A newsletter by Blueprint has been sent out to all on the mailing list informing them of the Referendum date.
Part of the HDNC newsletter was devoted to informing Denne residents and reminding them to vote.  
Various organisations such as the Friends of Horsham Park have been contacted asking them to publicise the Referendum on 20th October. 

	11.
	Members’ Questions and Comments
Bus Station information: JMo has heard that there no information available regarding bus routes and timetables. ND commented that it is possible to get information on an App. IB mentioned the HTCP bus map which he believed is on a noticeboard near the Bus Station. It is also available on the HTCP website.
ACTION: JM to check information available at the bus station.

	12.
	Reports from District and County Councillors 

HDC Cllr. Ruth Fletcher

Burton Court bin store: Approval has been given for up to £100k to build a new bin store, but no plans are available as yet. N.B There was an underspend on the new car park.

WSCC Cllr. John Milne

Fire Station visit: JM met the permanent and retained staff at the Hurst Road station. There are concerns about the relocation to the Highwood site affecting the retained staff as they must live within a certain distance of the fire station. Some staff are considering moving nearer.
The new digitised system which was introduced 9 months ago and allocates resources according to distance is causing problems. JM will raise this at the next committee meeting.
There is a national problem with recruiting retained staff.

Albion Way subway flooding: The subway was blocked for 7 days. It is not known if it was a one-off problem or due to pump failure. An improved surface level crossing is needed (as proposed as part of the Public Realm improvements).
TM queried if the railway subway had flooded. JM said that since the gullies were cleared out it has been much better.

WSCC Councillor Nigel Dennis

Hedge outside Horsham Hospital: ND reported that the hedge is more than half way across the pavement. TM commented that the hedge had been cut back in July but may now need another cut.

Pondtail Road, under railway bridge: Work to widen the pavement is to start next week and this section of the road will be closed for up to 2 weeks.

HDC Councillor Peter Burgess (PB provided a report prior to the meeting)

Pirie’s Place Car Park: Some of the spaces in Pirie's Place car park are blocked off to facilitate brickwork re-pointing to the walls of Burton's Court.
Period of mourning and funeral for Queen Elizabeth II: There will be an extra service at St Mary’s Church 18/9/22 3pm. Anyone can attend.
The day of the funeral, 19/9/22 is a public holiday. There will be no bin collections, however there will be extra collections on Saturday. Most offices in HDC will be closed but there will be an emergency service on 01403 215100. The Capitol and the Museum etc. will also be closed.
All HDC meetings are postponed until after the official mourning period. New dates will be published.
There is a book for condolences in the foyer of Parkside and there will be more in public libraries.
HDC Annual Civic Service: This will be held on 9/10/22 at 6pm.

Crawley and Horsham Armed Forces Veterans' Breakfast Clubs: The Club continues to thrive in Horsham and meets at various locations on the fourth Sunday of each month at 0930 to 1130. In addition, there is a new "Drop-In Centre" in Westlake House in Pondtail Road meeting every Thursday. 
More information can be found: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/afvbc.crawley.horsham.


	13.
	Meeting closed at 8.25pm
Next Meeting: 20th October 2022.
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