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Horsham Denne Neighbourhood Council 	
	
Minutes of the Meeting held on 18th August 2022

Venue: Church Lounge, Methodist Church, London Rd, Horsham
 
	Item
	Detail

	1
	Meeting Opened at 7.00pm and Welcome from the Chair


	2
	Attendance and apologies for absence:

Attending – HDNC: Chair - Trudie Mitchell, Vice-Chair – Nigel Hillpaul, Ian Botting, 
Paul Sharman, Joyce Mooney (JMo) (arrived7.30pm), Ruth Fletcher
Clerk – Sara Doy
HDC Cllrs. Ruth Fletcher, Peter Burgess; WSCC Cllrs. John Milne (arrived 7.10pm), Andrew Baldwin (arrived 7.55pm) 
A member of the public observed the meeting.
Apologies:  HDNC: Judy Pounds, Gianni Lozzi, Christine Osborne
HDC Cllrs. Clive Trott, Christian Mitchell; WSCC Cllr. Nigel Dennis

	3
	Declaration of Members’ Interests

TM – Blueprint; IB – HTCP; RF – HDC Councillor, Horsham and Crawley Liberal Democrats, Blueprint, and Horsham District Cycling Forum.

	4
	Approval of Minutes from meeting held on 21.7.22:
Approval proposed by PS, seconded by NH, and agreed by all present.

	5
	Matters arising from last reports and Action points

All Action Points dealt with or in hand. 

	6
	Chair’s Report

Meetings Attended
27/07/2022 Water Neutrality - HDC virtual meeting for Parish Councils (see 8.3)

Future Meetings 
24/08/2022 Carol Boniface and Nick Jenkins with Sara Doy
06/09/2022 Horsham Green Spaces
Governance:  Discussions are still ongoing between the Neighbourhood Council Chairs and HDC to update our Constitution and Memorandum of Understanding and to agree to adopt the Code of Conduct. We also need to standardise co-option procedures and a Register of Interests. The Chairs hope to meet Carmel Briody, the new HDC Principal Litigation and Governance Lawyer in September. Members will be consulted once draft documents have been agreed.
Mobility Issues:  Nigel Friswell, a mobility scooter user and Forest Neighbourhood Councillor has created a personal report on the difficulties he has experienced because of the lack of dropped kerbs near his home and in the town centre. He has approached HDNC asking for information regarding any tree roots that caused hazards for mobility vehicle users. It is not yet decided how he will proceed with his report (individually or through Neighbourhood Councils) but any help would be welcome.
Members are asked to notify SD of any known hazards.
RF suggested it could be included in LCWIP as part of the walking strategy.
ACTION: TM to forward NF email to PS. 

	7
	Clerk’s Report

Newsletter: SD is working on an HDNC newsletter which will include information about the Blueprint Referendum planned to take place on 20th October. It is hoped that the newsletter will be printed by the end of August so that delivery can take place in September. SD will get a quote from The Printed Word who we have used several times and there is a local student who has expressed interest in carrying out the delivery. Last time the printing cost £305.00 and the delivery cost £450.00.

Hall Hire Increase: The Church Secretary has advised that from September 2022 there is a slight increase to the charge per session from £36.50 to £38.75.
Members present agreed to the increase.

Resident enquiries:
Himalayan Balsam invasion along RSW Hills Farm Lane area: A resident contacted HDNC, via the website, to express concern at the spread of the plant asking who would be best to contact. Sorin Caraiman at HDC was contacted and he advised that HDC are working on a plan to keep the weed under control, but it is too late to remove the seedheads this year. 
Lorry Deliveries in East St: A resident who lives in East Street, contacted HDNC, via facebook, to complain about noisy lorry deliveries which take place late at night and early in the morning. TM contacted Nigel Weston, HDC, to try to find out what the rules are for deliveries.

Compliance Cases
11 Ridgehurst Drive: A resident contacted HDNC regarding work being carried out despite the application being refused. SD suggested that it should be reported to Planning Compliance, and a case has been logged.
16 Michell Close: A resident contacted HDNC regarding an extension not being completed. SD contacted HDC Compliance who advised that there is a time limit for commencement but not for completion, therefore there is no breach of planning control. However, Compliance contacted the owners of the property to ask if they have a timeframe for completion. 
Gatwick Northern Runway Consultation: As discussed with TM, SD submitted a response on behalf of HDNC.

	 

	Reports from Members:


	8.1
	Finance               
GL provided the following report prior to the meeting: 
Payments made since 21.7.22:
Clerk’s July salary = £352.27
Church Hall Hire  = £182.50
Bank charge = £5.00
Payment to S.Doy for refreshments = £3.79
Balance at 16.8.22 = £7,190.28

Budget Forecast: The Treasurer will be asked to provide a forecast to check there is sufficient money available for the newsletter etc.
ACTION: TM to contact GL.

	 8.2
	Section 106 and CIL
Nothing to report.

	8.3
	Planning
Aldi: Amended plans have been submitted however it is likely that HDNC will still raise objections to some aspects. NH is concerned about potential traffic congestion and PS considers that spaces adjacent to electrical charging points need to be wide enough to accommodate disabled users.
Water Neutrality Presentation: TM attended a virtual presentation given by HDC on 27th July. Information has been circulated to members: the main relevant fact for HDNC is that applications for extensions to houses are exempt from providing water neutrality statements.    

	 8.4

	Highwood
Arun East Bridge link to Hills Farm Lane: Following a request from the HDC Planning Officer Berkeley’s agreed to remove the unnecessary fencing by the end of July. This date passed without any action as has the next date given of mid-August. HDNC will continue chase with HDC. 
MacFarlane Way TRO: WSCC has consulted HDNC on a permanent Traffic Regulation Order to prevent parking in MacFarlane Way which is an entrance to the Fire Station currently under construction.  

	8.5

	Community Services – Youth 
4TheYouth (JP provided a report prior to the meeting)
The main points were:
North Horsham PC: HDC have been in contact with NHPC to encourage them to contribute to the project as young people in their area benefit. 
Hurst Café: 4TheYouth have taken over the tenancy of the former Youth Centre in Hurst Road, as agreed with the Trustees of the building. Some work has been carried out and the Café opened on 1/8/22. The premises are very large and ways need to be found to fund it as 4TheYouth will be responsible for the utility bills and maintenance. 
Quarterly Youth Meeting: The next is meeting with 4TheYouth, HDC and the NCs, is to be held in September.


	8.6
	Community Services – Older People  
Nothing to report.

	8.7
	Community Services – NHS and Social Services
Changes to NHS CCGs: JM spoke of the new Integrated Care Services. (N.B. These will bring together all the health and care organisations in a particular local area to work together more closely. The Integrated Care Board – NHS Sussex – is a new organisation that will agree the strategic priorities and resource allocation for all NHS organisations in Sussex).  

	8.8
	Highways and Transport
Blackbridge Lane Community Highway Scheme:  Following a request from HDNC for a progress report on the proposed pedestrian refuge near the Needles, WSCC have confirmed that the cost of relocating underground services makes the scheme unviable. A review will take place in November to look at any possible alternative improvements within budget. 
RF considers that the carriageway should be narrowed rather than widened, in order to slow down traffic.
Parsonage Road and Rusper Road level crossings:  This is outside of the HDNC area but relevant to residents.  PB spoke of the upgrade of the barriers on the Parsonage Road level crossing which will mean it is controlled at Three Bridges and will result in the barriers being closed for longer. The platform at Littlehaven Station has been extended so the barriers do not have to close for ‘down’ trains, but they will still have to close for ‘up’ trains. 
Potentially this could cause traffic problems in the area. (See July minutes 8.3).

	8.9
	Communications

Facebook: A resident contacted HDNC with a query using the facebook message service (see item 7).

	8.10
	Park/Countryside and Leisure
Denne Cemetery: There has been no specific progress since the meeting on 31st March but HDC produced an action plan for all local cemeteries in May. This included an intention to do tree works over winter to let in more light and to create a management plan for the July PDAG to maximise wildlife value (this did not happen). 
There is also an intention to put in a capital bid for 2023-4 to refurbish the Peace Garden and upgrade some paths. The proposed Heritage Trail will be reviewed in October.
ACTION: RF will speak to Vicky Wise, HDC, to ask for another meeting to be arranged as the project seems to have stalled.


	 8.11
	Emergency Plan/ Winter Maintenance

Salt Bin Audit: NH completed the spreadsheet and SD forwarded it to WSCC.

Emergency Plan: NH is waiting for information from HDC.
ACTION: NH to forward copy of correspondence to SD and TM.


	8.12
	Neighbourhood Wardens
 
Steering Group Meeting 10/8/22: IB provided a summary. Much of the information was provided by the Wardens at the HDNC July meeting. The Wardens have asked the NCs to publicise information on their websites and noticeboards. They confirmed that their rotas are flexible and can be changed when there is a need.

Rookwood Golf Club Lake: IB raised the danger of young people hanging around near the lake which is quite deep. RF commented that HDC Leisure and Culture are aware of it but it would not be possible to surround the lake with a fence. Better signage was discussed.


	8.13
	Town Centre
Town Centre Meeting: A virtual meeting has been arranged for 25/8/22 with Clare Mangan, HDC Head of Economic Development.
Horsham Business Initiative: TM asked if there had been a meeting with the HDC Councillors? RF said no.


	8.14
	HALC /CLC

Climate Change Workshop 28/9/22: This is being held by HDC and HALC. Members have been asked if they wish to attend.


	9.
	HTCP  
Directors’ Meeting 27/7/22: IB attended and his notes were circulated.


	 10.
	Horsham Blueprint Neighbourhood Forum
Referendum: The Referendum date has at long last been set for 20/10/22. The Steering Group will be meeting next week to discuss possible publicity. It is important to get as many people as possible- both residents and businesses – to vote, but legislation does not allow us to canvass for a positive vote.
JM advised that Blueprint has asked the Neighbourhood Councils to contribute financially. Forest NC has offered to match donations from Denne NC and Trafalgar NC up to £1000. (See item 8.1 re. HDNC budget forecast).


	11.
	Members’ Questions and Comments
Foxes: IB referred to an article in the West Sussex County Times about the increasing nuisance caused by foxes in the town. Foxes living in the cemetery are causing problems in the Hills Farm Lane area. A resident is feeding them which encourages them. 
RF suggested HDNC could write to HDC Environmental Health as a publicity campaign to discourage people from feeding foxes could help.
ACTION: SD to contact Environmental Health. 
Bench in Granary Way play area: PS had reported a broken bench to HDC on 15/7/22. The bench has been removed and will be replaced with a plastic one.

	12.
	Reports from District and County Councillors 

HDC Cllr. Peter Burgess

1 Parkfield: PB confirmed the application will go to committee. The garage has been partly knocked down so it has been reported to Planning Compliance who have advised that they are waiting for the latest plan.

Horsham Conservatives: PB confirmed that Ross Dye is the new Chairman.

Armed Forces: There is a new group covering Crawley and Horsham and a monthly Breakfast Club has been started up. The next meeting will be held at Rookwood Golf Club. 
ACTION: PB to forward link to information to SD. 

HDC Cllr. Ruth Fletcher

Southwater Country Park: There is a consultation on the facilities including the parking and lake; residents may wish to respond.

Illegal car and bike racing: This is mainly a problem in the summer months. It is dangerous and the noise is affecting residents. Horsham Forest NC is writing to Katy Bourne, Sussex Police and Crime Commissioner and Inspector Ben Starns. RF suggested that HDNC could also write.
ACTION: SD to contact the Police.

Fallen trees in River Arun: The trees are near to Arunside School. They cannot be removed at the moment when the water level is very low, so removal will be carried out in the Autumn.

WSCC Cllr. John Milne

Tanbridge School: The all-weather pitch is to be replaced.

Electric Vehicle Charging Points: WSCC is proposing 15 car park sites which include 90 charging points. Residential bays are being looked at but TROs will need to be applied for. The proposed parking bays in the HDNC area are in Blackbridge Lane and Denne Parade. RF has forwarded information to HDNC. Leaflets will be going out to residents asking for their views.
PS commented that parking spaces next to charging points should be wide enough for disabled drivers and wheelchair users. 
ACTION: JM to enquire about the size of spaces.

New Highways Steward: JM met the new Steward James Strachan and a tour of the area was carried out which included Blackbridge Lane and the Highwood roundabout. JM wants to get more flexibility into the contract with Balfour Beatty when dealing with pot holes and resurfacing.
WSCC Cllr. Nigel Dennis (ND provided a report prior to the meeting)

Richmond Road Conservation Area: Residents had complained about paving slabs being replaced with tarmac. After investigation, it appears that it is still policy to replace paving slabs in the Conservation area, except where the presence of tree roots would make it unsafe for pedestrians or affect the stability of the tree, which was identified to be the case here.


	13.
	Meeting closed at 8.25pm
Next Meeting: 15th September 2022.
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