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Horsham Denne Neighbourhood Council 	
	
Minutes of the Meeting held on 16th June 2022

Venue: Church Lounge, Methodist Church, London Rd, Horsham
 
	Item
	Detail

	1
	Meeting Opened at 7.00pm and Welcome from the Chair


	2
	Attendance and apologies for absence:

Attending – HDNC: Chair - Trudie Mitchell, Judy Pounds, Chris Osborne, Paul Sharman.
HDC Cllrs: Clive Trott, Ruth Fletcher 
WSCC Cllrs. Andrew Baldwin (arrived 7.20pm) 
Clerk – Sara Doy

Apologies:  HDNC: Nigel Hillpaul, Gianni Lozzi, Ian Botting, Joyce Mooney
HDC Cllrs. Peter Burgess, Christian Mitchell
WSCC Cllrs. John Milne, Nigel Dennis


	3
	Declaration of Members’ Interests

TM – Blueprint

	4
	Approval of Minutes from meeting held on 19.5.22:
Amendment to 8.1: Clerk’s April salary was paid after the May meeting.
Approval proposed by PS, seconded by JP, and agreed by all present.

	5
	Matters arising from last reports and Action points

All Action points had been dealt with or were in hand.

	5.1
	Co-option of new member: Ruth Fletcher
The majority of members had agreed to the co-option prior to the meeting.
The co-option was proposed by PS, seconded by JP, and agreed by all present.

RF declared the following interests: Horsham District Councillor, member of the Horsham & Crawley Liberal Democrats, member of Blueprint, and member of Horsham District Cycling Forum.

	6
	Chair’s Report

Meetings Attended

25/05/2022 HDC Annual Reception
26/05/2022 Jubilee Tree Plaque  
09/06/2022 NCs Quarterly Meeting 
14/06/2022 Horsham Park – Green Flag judging
14/06/2022 Gatwick – virtual 

Future Meetings 

28/06/2022 Town Centre – Clare Mangan
Quarterly Meeting 09/06/2022:  This meeting took place earlier than due to ensure Adam Chalmers could attend as his last day at HDC is 22nd June. Notes will be circulated when agreed but main items included the unwelcoming appearance of Parkside Reception, finding your NC on the HDC website, the cemeteries action plan & the condition of the Railway Subway & path. We were told we would soon receive updates on outstanding matters from the previous meeting & that there is a delay on the application for funding the Burton’s Court Refuse store while Southern Housing the new owners are consulted.   
RF commented that she is pressing for progress on Burton’s Court and the matter will go to Cabinet in July.
CT commented that he had experienced difficulties at Parkside reception and agreed it is not satisfactory.  
NC’s Governance - Code of Conduct / Constitution / MoU:  There has been a delay in reviewing the constitution due to staff shortages, but draft documents should be sent to the NCs next week.

	7
	Clerk’s Report

Update on Compliance cases
EN/20/0003 - Orthodontist, 3-3A East Street (window film not in accordance with approved plans)– the S215 Maintenance Notice has been issued which relates to the condition of the window frames. HDC confirmed that the film on the windows is being dealt with separately.

Gatwick Airport Northern Runway Project – Virtual Briefing invitation: There are two briefings for Parish and Neighbourhood Councils planned for 5th and 13th July. Members were asked if they could let SD know if they are able to attend. (See also item 8.8)



	 

	Reports from Members:


	8.1
	Finance               
GL provided the following report: 
Payments made since 17.5.22:
Clerk’s April salary = £352.27
Clerk’s May salary and overtime = £522.77
Scouts sponsorship for Riverside Walk Jamboree = £180.00
Geoxsphere (Parish Online) mapping service = £90.00
Bank charges = £5.00
Balance at 15.6.22 = £8323.11

Parish Online: Members agreed to continue using the mapping service as it has relevant information not available elsewhere. The invoice has been paid.

	 8.2
	Section 106 and CIL
Nothing to report.

	8.3
	Planning
1 Parkfield: This application has not yet been decided but construction has been taking place. JP reported that some brickwork appears to have been taken down.

	 8.4

	Highwood
Construction Site Visits: Berkeley’s are still refusing to allow these visits & Adrian Smith, HDC Planning Officer confirmed we cannot insist.
Arun East Bridge link to Hills Farm Lane: Berkeley’s are still delaying the removal of unnecessary fencing so the matter was referred to the HDC Planning Officer who has requested the removal. 
Fire Station:  JM confirmed that the site visit is only open to members of the Fire & Rescue Committee.

	8.5

	Community Services – Youth 
Meeting with 4TheYouth: JP said that the next meeting is planned for mid-September at the Hurst Road Youth Club. JP is unable to attend but will arrange a separate meeting in advance.



	8.6
	Community Services – Older People  
Horsham District Older Peoples’ Forum Meetings: CO attended the virtual committee meeting on 24/5/22 and the public meeting on 7/6/22 which was held at Lavinia House. Her notes were circulated prior to this meeting. 
New website: This has gone live -  hdopforum.org.uk 
Lavinia House: There is a reduced catering provision – no café from Wednesday to Friday. Some office space is now sublet, and used for Horsham Matter’s Food Bank. 
Older people’s taste in activities and music has changed.
Future Public Meetings: 4/10/22 – guest speaker is Jonathan Chowen (leader of HDC); 25/11/22 MP Question Time with Jeremy Quin.

	8.7
	Community Services – NHS and Social Services
Nothing to report.

	8.8
	Highways and Transport
29, Guildford Road: TM received an email from Adam Bazeley, Area Highway Manager, confirming that a licence is required for a second access, and that WSCC Highways will continue to monitor the case and expect an application to be submitted in due course.
Pondtail Road Parking: Information about contacting the local PCSO & Neighbourhood Wardens has been passed to the resident involved. The resident has said that the matter will be discussed at the residents’ association AGM at the end of June. HDNC will undertake no further action unless requested.
RF commented that parking on the pavement is making it difficult for pedestrians pushing buggies and people using mobility scooters.
Hills Farm Lane Overgrown Vegetation: The pavement is obstructed on both sides of the road near Meadvale. JM referred the complaint to WSCC who have accepted responsibility for clearing the west side. Highways will contact residents of the housing on the east side to ask for clearance to be undertaken.
Gatwick: TM attended the virtual “Gatwick Keeping In Touch” meeting, notes will be circulated by Gatwick including a business update & assurance that Gatwick is not short of air traffic controllers; The most important issue is a new consultation regarding the Northern runway in particular reflecting changes to the highway approaches, the number of parking spaces & flood alleviation.       Attendees raised the number of night flights, the forecourt charge & off-site parking.  https://www.gatwickairport.com/business-community/future-plans/northern-runway/
(See also item 7.)
Epicormic growth on Lime trees in Richmond Rd: JP reported that the overgrowth is hindering the view of drivers. SD has reported the issue on the Love West Sussex website.
Car Parks: JP enquired when the London Road car park, which has been used for Covid testing, would be back in use. AB advised that it would open in a couple of months.
ACTION: SD to contact Adam Chalmers, HDC, to confirm.
AB also advised that all the multi-storey car parks now have a minimum 2-hour charge. This would not apply to the surface car parks i.e. London Rd, Denne Rd, Jubilee Car Park (former Bowling centre), and New Street.


	8.9
	Communications

Nothing to report.


	8.10
	Park/Countryside and Leisure
Skate Park: HDNC supported the request for an additional £20,000 to improve the design. This has been approved by Cabinet & needs to be approved by Council.
Jubilee Tree Plaque:  TM attended the photoshoot to unveil the plaque & was disappointed to see that a branch had been deliberately broken off the tree.
Green Flag Judging: TM attended the annual judging on 14th June to give support to the achievements during the year.
Ash Dieback:  HDC have submitted a felling licence application to the Forestry Commission seeking consent to remove dead and dying ash trees located within Walnut Plantation, Warnham Nature Reserve. 

	 8.11
	Emergency Plan/ Winter Maintenance

Nothing to report.

	8.12
	Neighbourhood Wardens
 
Wardens’ May Report: This had been circulated.


	8.13
	Town Centre
Horsham Business Initiative: Still waiting for a meeting date. 
RF said she would like to attend the meeting when it is arranged. 
Events: RF advised that the HDC Events Team had been disbanded. An intermediate one-year budget has been approved. The Bandstand programme is back, but there will no longer be any big events such as Piazza Italia.

	8.14
	HALC /CLC

Nothing to report.

	9.
	HTCP  
Nothing to report.

	 10.
	Horsham Blueprint Neighbourhood Forum
A Teams Meeting took place on 26th May to update the Steering Group on progress towards the Referendum.
Limited aspects of the plan need to be amended to reflect comments received by HDC from Natural England (NE) with regards to water neutrality. HDC have made a number of proposed amendments to the plan to address the NE concerns & following the meeting these were sent to Blueprint for comment. 									                       HDC also have to revise the Habitats Assessment they prepared to take account of NE comments. When the plan amendments have been agreed and the Habitats Assessment revised, HDC have to submit it to NE who will be given 3 weeks to respond. 
Assuming NE is content, HDC will publish the Decision Notice which gives a 56-day window to the referendum date. In practice, Norman Kwan, HDC Neighbourhood Planning Officer will liaise with the elections team regarding a suitable referendum date and the Decision Notice will be published accordingly. 
It is hoped the Referendum will take place in September.

	11.
	Members’ Questions and Comments
Overgrown weeds on railway bridge: JP complained that weeds are obstructing the pavement, and the blue fence needs painting, on the bridge which is one of the main gateways into the town. 
ACTION: JP to forward photos.

	12.
	Reports from District and County Councillors 

HDC Councillor Clive Trott

Election of Chair of HDC: Cllr. Kate Rowbottom was elected Chair for the civic year 2022 to 2023. 

Tree planting for Shelley: The bicentenary of the death of Horsham born poet Percy Bysshe Shelley was officially marked by the planting of a symbolic chestnut tree in the Shelley Wildlife Garden at Warnham Local Nature Reserve.

Climate Change: There are differences of opinion between the main political parties on how and when public opinions should be sought. It will be discussed at the next Council Meeting.

Water Neutrality: The issue continues to hold up some planning applications. 

The Forum: The current Maintenance company’s contract is due to end soon and they will not be putting in another bid for the contract. There have been various problems with flooding, fire alarms, anti-social noise etc.

Oak tree in Tanbridge Park: CT is to look at the location of the tree with the Tree Officer as roots are causing problems, however it is mostly private land that is affected.

Environmental Health & Licencing PDAG: CT is in this group. 


HDC Councillor Ruth Fletcher

HDC internal changes: Adam Chalmers, Director of Community Services, is leaving and Paul Anderson, from Mole Valley DC has been offered the position.
Sue Weston, Senior Personal Assistant, is to retire. Nina Clyde and Sarah Attfield have been appointed to take over the role and support the Cabinet.
The new Museum curator is confirmed as Nikki Caxton, who acted as temporary curator for the last nine months. 

Cemeteries: RF is to visit the cemeteries on 17/6/22 to see what maintenance measures have been put in place. The Denne Road cemetery project is progressing. HDC are sorting out the budget and Roger Noel is very supportive.

Untaxed vehicles: RF spoke of a vehicle which had taken a very long time to be removed. She was advised by Inspector Ben Starns, to contact Horsham Police in future. Apparently, the Police can only remove a car if they have seen it being driven.

Warnham Nature Reserve: Cycle parking has been installed and a hedge next to it has been trimmed back.

Shelley Ride 9/7/22: Details are on the HDC website. Oliver Farley is the guide. The route starts at the Nature Reserve and finishes at Warnham Church.

Mr Pirie’s plaque: The new plaque has been delayed and so was not completed in time for the Jubilee weekend.

Local Transport ambitions: Suggestions as to what the money should be spent on are sought from Parish and Neighbourhood Councils.
ACTION: RF to forward information.

Water Neutrality: Part C of the plan is being looked at – this deals with how much water is needed and how many houses. It should be available by September/October, and then planning applications can be decided. Water consumption is worked out on an average basis. Measures for reducing consumption include aerated showers and no outside taps.


WSCC Councillor Andrew Baldwin

Road Safety Review: This is to take place in August and will look at speed limits on non-A roads. There will be a consultation.

Hop Oast Recycling Centre: The site is not large enough so ways of expanding it are being looked at. Other centres are able to recycle hard plastic e.g. toys and plant pots, but room for an extra skip would be needed at Horsham.
RF commented that bicycle users and pedestrians are prohibited from using the centre and asked AB to raise it.


WSCC Councillor Nigel Dennis (ND provided a report prior to the meeting as he was unable to attend)
Hurst Road: A resident is keen to get the road included in Community Speedwatch (particularly the station end). ND is liaising with Graham Sitton. 
Members commented that Hurst Road might not be a suitable location for Speedwatch.
North Street, near Holmes Park: The dips in road have been reported to WSCC Highways. 
Temporary road closures
 North Parade (Pondtail Road to Wimblehurst Road): To take place daytime on 16/6/22 to repair potholes. The closure may continue if necessary but will be daytime only 0930-1530. 
Richmond Road closure (Wimblehurst Road to Gordon Road): This is for Southern Water to lay a new pipe - 22-26 August 24 hours. Access will be maintained for residents and pedestrians. 
Westsussbus: Residents can let WSCC know their views on what improvements they would like to see to bus services.  https://yourvoice.westsussex.gov.uk/westsussbus
Flooding, Guildford Road near Boldings Brook: After TM provided photos a response from Liam Nally was received advising that there are two gullies and one is silted up. They are not due to cleaned until October 2022 but the enquiry will be forwarded on to the drainage team to consider this being carried out sooner. N.B This is in the Trafalgar NC area.

	13.
	Meeting closed at 8.15pm
Next Meeting: 21st July 2022
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