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Horsham Denne Neighbourhood Council 	
	
Minutes of the Meeting held on 21st April 2022

Venue: Church Lounge, Methodist Church, London Rd, Horsham
 
	Item
	Detail

	1
	Meeting Opened at 7.00pm and Welcome from the Chair


	2
	Attendance and apologies for absence:

Attending – HDNC: Chair - Trudie Mitchell, Deputy Chair - Nigel Hillpaul, Judy Pounds, 
Treasurer - Gianni Lozzi  (left 7.55pm), Ian Botting, Paul Sharman.
HDC Cllrs: Clive Trott; Cabinet Member for Town: Christian Mitchell (arrived 8pm and left 8.30pm)
WSCC Cllrs. John Milne (arrived 7.20pm), Nigel Dennis (arrived 8pm) 
Clerk – Sara Doy
Apologies:  HDNC: Chris Osborne, Robyn Hathaway, Joyce Mooney; HDC Cllr. Peter Burgess,
WSCC Cllr. Andrew Baldwin


	3
	Declaration of Members’ Interests

TM – Blueprint; IB - HTCP

	4
	Approval of Minutes from meeting held on 17.3.22:
Approval proposed by NH, seconded by TM, and agreed by all present.

	5
	Matters arising from last reports and Action points

All Action points had been dealt with or were in hand.

	6
	Chair’s Report
Meetings Attended

24/03/2022 NCs with Cllr. Roger Noel (virtual) 
31/03/2022 Cemetery Meeting with HDC Officers (see 8.10)
01/04/2022 Horsham District Older People’s Forum – MP Question Time (see 8.6)
05/04/2022 Highwood Site Visit (see 8.4)
06/04/2022 Burton Court Bins (see 8.3) 
08/04/2022 Highways – Adam Bazley (see 8.8)
09/04/2022 Roller Rec – first night (see 8.13)   
Future Meetings 
26/04/2022 NC Chairs’ Quarterly Meeting 
27/04/2022 Jane Eaton CEO and NC Chairs
12/05/2022 SIO6 and CIL 
Robyn Hathaway Resignation:  Unfortunately, RH will be moving out of the HDNC area at the end of April so has had to resign as a member. A card will be sent thanking her for her contribution. 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee :
1) Queen’s Green Canopy – TM and Andrew Dickinson had a meeting with Mark Pullen, HDC tree HDC Trees and Contracts Officer to discuss possibilities in the HDNC area. As it needs to be on HDC land it was agreed that the best location for a tree is on the Needles Recreation Ground in Blackbridge Lane. It will fill a gap in the existing perimeter border of similar trees and be visible to many people. MP recommended a lime tree variety which is not susceptible to disease or epicormic growth. AD has kindly agreed to undertake maintenance (watering for 2 years) and we have asked that HDC will supply a work team to dig the large hole required for planting. Members approved the location. 
ACTION: SD to confirm with MP.
2) £200 Grant from HDC to support a community event – unfortunately there has been no interest expressed to HDNC by any organising groups. 
3) Proposed commemorations:  HDNC was consulted about possible name changes to the Forum and Carfax Bandstand and/or an engraved paviour to commemorate the Jubilee. Members responded that the name changes were too complex for general usage and that a paviour was not sufficiently noticeable. No final decision has been made as HDC is still awaiting advice and guidance from the Lord Chamberlain’s office. This will be reviewed with Cabinet Members and HDNC will be informed.
NC’s Governance - Code of Conduct / Constitution / MoU:  Discussions are still ongoing with HDC and the correct procedure for co-opting new members has been added to the list of forms that need standardising. 
Leisure and Culture Meeting: A virtual meeting took place on 24th March between the Neighbourhood Council Chairs and HDC Cabinet Member, Roger Noel, Adam Chalmers and Vicky Wise to discuss aims for leisure and culture in the town. Main topics were the Capitol Theatre and Museum but included Leisure Centres, the Rec Room, Horsham Park and the Cemeteries.
Notes have been circulated to members. 

	7
	Clerk’s Report
Compliance cases

1) 29 Guildford Road (unauthorised 2nd driveway access)
Adam Bazley, the new Area Highway Manager is to follow this up with Eleanor Harries, the Highway’s Steward who originally dealt the case.
2) 1 Parkfield (DC/22/0211): HDNC queried if the change from a garage to a storage area should have planning permission. We also received an email from a resident regarding works being carried out prior to a decision being made. SD reported both issues to Compliance.

3) 11 Ridgehurst Drive (DC/20/1052 and DISC/22/0058): A resident contacted HDNC to query changes to the permitted layout of parking. A Discharge application for changes to the landscaping had been submitted which also showed the relocation of two parking spaces. SD contacted the Case Officer who confirmed that the application would be refused. The resident was advised to also contact HDC as work appeared to be going ahead without permission.

Commercial bin on pavement outside Fireaway, East St: SD contacted HDC and the bin has been relocated.

Various reports to HDC:  As reported by CO, SD contacted HDC regarding:
1) Damaged lights on the Riverside Walk near to Tanbridge Park
2)  Two trollies dumped in and near to the river near to Curry’s. 
3) Bin without lid in Blackbridge Lane.
Confirmation was received that they would be dealt with.

CPZ Review: Further to previous comments sent to Cllr. John Milne, SD also asked if Middleton Rd, Michell Close and Ingram Close could be considered, as suggested by CO. 


	 

	Reports from Members:

	8.1
	Finance               
GL provided the following report: 
Payments made since 17.3.22:
Clerk’s March salary = £352.27
WSCC Payroll admin charge = £47.74
Function28 website = £36.00
Bank charges = £5.00
Balance at 21.4.22 = £1186.15

End of Year Accounts: GL has completed the accounts. The end of year balance is approx. 40% less than at the end of the previous year. This was due to extra hours worked by the Clerk, newsletter costs and Hall hire. TM advised that there would be an increase in the annual grant from HDC but she did not know the exact figure.
GL will circulate the accounts prior to the AGM in May. 

Clerk’s Overtime:  Since the last payment our Clerk has worked 15½ hours overtime over 3 months:   January, February and March amounting to £170.50. Members were asked to approve payment. All present agreed.

	 8.2
	Section 106 and CIL
The meeting with Emma Parkes and Suzanne Shaw planned for 7th April was postponed to allow for some queries raised by the NCs to be further investigated.
Open Space Contributions: Anna Chapman has provided information regarding projects related to the Parks Department but there are still some queries relating to Community Facilities.

	8.3
	Planning
Burton Court Bins: TM attended a meeting with Brian Elliott, HDC Head of Property and Facilities; and a representative from the Horsham Society to discuss the latest proposal for a bin store. Various options have been abandoned, either because of cost or objections regarding design or location. It has not proved possible, partly for health and safety reasons to locate storage inside the car park. The latest proposal is for a store to run across the end of Park Place rather than parallel to the road. It will be built in brick with metal panels matching the car park. Suggestions were made to improve its strength and the landscaping but it is recommended as the best possible solution. 
HDNC is still waiting to be consulted on the application. PS queried whether the location for the bin store is on HDC or Highway’s land.

	 8.4

	Highwood
Site Visit 5th April: TM and JM attended a meeting with Berkeley’s; discussions focussed mainly on any improvements that could be made now to the Arun East access which has been fenced off for years.  Any changes to the fencing and barriers will need to be agreed by the technical team.  There is little progress on the convenience store, the community centre or allotments and at the current build-out rate the site will not be completed before 2027.  
Despite ample warning it was not possible to visit the construction site and a request has been made for a further visit in May.

	8.5

	Community Services – Youth 
Youth Provision Contract: JP reported that she had received an update from Caroline Clifford, HDC Procurement Officer, advising that the financial accounts had been received from 4The Youth. CC is waiting for internal Council approval to award the contract. Once awarded, there will be a 10-day standstill and the contract will be finalised during this time.


	8.6
	Community Services – Older People  
Horsham District Older People’s Forum – MP’s Question Time: CO was unable to attend but TM joined the meeting by Zoom. Andrew Griffith M.P. was recalled to Westminster but Jeremy Quin M.P. stood in at short notice. He answered questions on a wide range of topics including young people’s mental health, local hospital provision, planning and water neutrality, pensions’ triple lock, inflation, renewable energy and removal of telephone land lines.  

	8.7
	Community Services – NHS and Social Services
Nothing to report.

	8.8
	Highways and Transport
Adam Bazley Meeting 8th April: TM had a meeting to discuss issues in the Denne area, (Andrew Baldwin also attended). AB advised on changes to the Highways Management structure and responsibilities. The Highway Stewards now carry tools to do minor jobs including a rapid-set asphalt to do emergency pothole repairs. 
Problems with Love West Sussex were discussed regarding unsatisfactory answers and time delays on effecting repairs.
A request was made to have out-dated superfluous “new road layout” signage removed from access roads to Highwood and this is in progress. 
A visit was made to the Albion Way Steps to look at the overgrowing ivy and clearance was promised; following a reminder this is due on 22nd April.    
Community Highway Schemes Updates:
Blackbridge Lane:  Preconstruction exploratory works revealed a number of underground services which may require relocation or protection in order for WSCC to be able to proceed. These services are being discussed with the asset holders and may take a month or two depending on response times. WSCC will have to assess any additional costs to check the scheme remains financially viable.

	8.9
	Communications

Facebook and Twitter: NH reported that the number of followers remains static (Twitter has 231 followers).

Website: As RH has resigned, there is a need for another volunteer to look after the website. SD will contact the HDC Voluntary Service.



	8.10
	Park/Countryside and Leisure
Denne Cemetery:  A site visit took place on 31st March led by RF and attended by HDC Officers Pete Crawford, Sorin Caraiman and Jake Everitt; Sally Sanderson, Friends of Horsham Park; Oliver Farley, Horsham Society; Tim Thomas, Horsham Green Spaces and TM.  
Discussions included creating clear paths to key graves, revised maintenance schedules, enhancing the Peace Garden, storage for the Forest School, tree mapping and wild life, possible sponsors or funding and volunteers.  
PC and SC hope to produce a basic plan within two months. There is possible funding available from the Year of Culture.

	 8.11
	Emergency Plan/ Winter Maintenance

Nothing to report.

	8.12
	Neighbourhood Wardens
 
E-Bikes: Two padlocks have been purchased.

Wardens’ March Report: IB commented that there has been an upsurge in begging, drug litter found in the Gardens of Remembrance, and criticism about the lack of police presence in the town. 
Steering Group meeting 27/4/22:  IB will attend. 


	8.13
	Town Centre
Town Economy Meeting: TM and JP had a virtual meeting with Clare Mangan on 11th March – still waiting on a meeting to be arranged with HBI.  
Markets Survey: HDC is due to receive a draft report which will be reviewed and submitted to the next Horsham Town PDAG for consideration on 18th May. Depending on the outcomes HDC would further consult on the report recommendations with stakeholders.
BT Phone Box near the bus station:  Initially the BT engineer replaced one of the windows and gave the inside a clean with a bucket and sponge however this was not satisfactory. On HDC informing BT a special clean was arranged with a power wash and the result was a transformation.
Park house Car Park Lights: A faulty timer was reported to HDC as a light remained on during daylight hours. 
Roller Rink: TM was invited to watch the opening night disco on 9th April as HDNC had been involved in the initial inquiry to convert the space to a Roller Rink.  

	8.14
	HALC /CLC

Nothing to report.


	9.
	HTCP  
Directors’ Meeting 20.4.22: IB attended the meeting on behalf of HDNC and the minutes will be circulated in due course. 
Riverside Walk: David Searle has had a meeting with HDC to discuss the possibility of additional planting to offset flooding, in conjunction with the Queen’s Green Canopy events. 
N.B it has been confirmed that this is not part of the HDC offer to Parish and Neighbourhood Councils, but plants may be available from The Woodland Trust.

	 10.
	Horsham Blueprint Neighbourhood Forum
Referendum: There is still a delay concerning water neutrality; HDC submitted the Screening Assessment and HRA to Natural England (in accordance with the legislation) in mid-February. As at 1st April HDC are still awaiting their formal response and are chasing them regularly for the necessary feedback to enable the referendum to go ahead.

	11.
	Members’ Questions and Comments
Code of Conduct: NH asked if there was any update. TM replied that the three NCs are waiting on further information from HDC.

The Big Conversation 4/5/22 and A24 Horsham to Dorking Webinar 12/5/22: IB confirmed that he would attend both events.

Parking Charges increases: PS queried the increases which had been publicised in the West Sussex County Times. CM commented that the charges have not gone up for a few years, and the increases will be in line with other authorities e.g. Chichester. Information is on the HDC website.

	12.
	Reports from District and County Councillors 

HDC Cabinet Member for the Town, Christian Mitchell

Quarterly Meeting 26/4/22: CM said the Agenda was being prepared.

CIL: CM advised that a panel is to be set up regarding contributions in the unparished area. TM added that the NC Chairs are to attend a meeting with Emma Parkes and Suzanne Shaw (See item 8.2)
Horsham Society AGM 27/4/22: CM is to give a presentation.

Big Conversation: CM commented that it is in the HDC Constitution that there should be public meetings with residents.
HDC Survey: TM commented that she had received a survey with questions on how HDC is performing. CM added that it is for the whole District but not every resident will receive the survey. The feedback will inform the Corporate Plan.

Jubilee Celebrations: There will be a lit beacon on the Thursday but there will not be any laser lights. On the Friday there will entertainment in the Carfax and Bandstand including Charity and Community stalls. Regarding the proposal to rename certain locations e.g. Forum, there will need to be a consultation. Anything named after the Queen has to be approved by the Lord Chamberlin. (See item 6)

Burton’s Court bins: Brian Elliott met with TM and a member of the Horsham Society (See 8.3).

Blueprint: Barbara Childs is waiting for the go-ahead from Natural England and it is likely the referendum will be this year. It will be conducted as a proper election so will take time to organise. (See item 10).
Adam Chalmers: AC will be moving to a new role as CEO for another authority.

HDC Councillor Clive Trott

This was CT’s first meeting so he was just observing, but did mention that he had received numerous complaints about anti-social behaviour in the Forum.

HDC Councillor Peter Burgess

Potential Military Events: PB forwarded a list of potential events prior to the meeting, to be circulated.

WSCC Councillor John Milne
 
Firs Close: Further to an enquiry from JMo at the previous meeting regarding the possibility of this private road being adopted JM provided the following information. There is no legal requirement for a developer to put a road up for adoption and as there is a cost involved it is unlikely they would agree, but the residents could enquire. JM also commented that Highways may not agree to take over the maintenance of the road as it is 2/3 paved and 1/3 tarmac.
JM also mentioned that he has had another similar enquiry regarding Shandy’s Close which is not adopted.  ACTION: SD to advise JMo.
Blackbridge Lane – outside schools: JM and Ruth Fletcher attended a meeting with the headteacher of Arunside to discuss the increase in traffic and parking problems. The Head Teacher advised that there has been a big increase in pupils many of whom do not live nearby.
TM commented that a while ago she had attended a meeting at the school with former Councillor Morwen Millson and the School had proposed a Travel Plan. JM said that the Travel Plan had to be dropped. The problems will be raised with HDC and WSCC.
One suggestion was to remove an area of grass verge which is constantly parked on and install bollards, in order to protect the children. Another suggestion was to utilise the Scout Hall car park and organise a ‘walking bus’. TM commented that the Neighbourhood Wardens had been involved with the schools.

29 Guildford Road (unauthorised 2nd driveway access): JM is still waiting for an update (See item 7).
Horsham Bus Station: The lack of parking restrictions on Worthing Road opposite the bus station is causing problems for buses trying to manoeuvre. The Bus Company is asking for a TRO.
#WestSussBus: This is a consultation on local bus services. Services are under threat and the Covid grant funding runs out in October. https://yourvoice.westsussex.gov.uk/westsussbus

WSCC Councillor Nigel Dennis

School Places: Population growth in the centre of Horsham has put pressure on places at Kingslea primary school. But there are spaces available at other schools, and when Bohunt becomes an ‘all through’ school the situation should improve.

Bus Service Improvement Plan: £17million is available; £12million capital for infrastructure and £5million revenue for services.

Hop Oast Recycling: The booking service that was trialled is now permanent.

Guildford Road flooding: This still occurs near Bolding’s Brook (on the HTNC side).

Overgrown hedge outside Horsham Hospital: This had been reported but does not meet the intervention level. 
Park House Car Park, North Street: JP reported overgrown bushes on the right-hand side of the exit from the car park which obscure the view of drivers.  
ACTION: ND will report.


	13.
	Meeting closed at 8.45pm
Next Meeting: 19th May 2022 will include the AGM
Apologies in advance from IB and ND.
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