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Horsham Denne Neighbourhood Council 	
	
Minutes of the Meeting held on 17th March 2022

Venue: Church Lounge, Methodist Church, London Rd, Horsham
 
	Item
	Detail

	1
	Meeting Opened at 7.00pm and Welcome from the Chair


	2
	Attendance and apologies for absence:

Attending – HDNC: Chair - Trudie Mitchell, Deputy Chair - Nigel Hillpaul, 
Treasurer - Gianni Lozzi  (left 8pm), Chris Osborne, Robyn Hathaway, Joyce Mooney (JMo), 
HDC Cllrs: Ruth Fletcher, Peter Burgess; Cabinet Member for Town: Christian Mitchell (arrived 8pm)
WSCC Cllrs. John Milne, Andrew Baldwin (arrived 7.40pm), Nigel Dennis (arrived 8.15pm) 
Clerk – Sara Doy
David Walbank, candidate for the Denne DC by election, attended to observe. 
Apologies:  HDNC: Ian Botting, Judy Pounds, Paul Sharman


	3
	Declaration of Members’ Interests

TM – Blueprint

	4
	Approval of Minutes from meeting held on 17.2.22:
Approval proposed by CO, seconded by JMo, and agreed by all.

	5
	Matters arising from last reports and Action points

All Action points had been dealt with or were in hand.

	6
	Chair’s Report

Meetings Attended

23/02/2022 S106 Update with Parks and Countryside (see 8.2) 
03/03/2022 Cemetery Update (see 8.10)
11/03/2022 Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Tree Planting in Park
11/03/2022 Town Centre Economy with Clare Mangan and JP (virtual)  

Future Meetings 	
24/03/2022 NCs with Cllr. Roger Noel 
25/03/2022 Highwood Site Visit
31/03/2022 Cemetery Meeting with HDC Officers
07/04/2022 CIL and S106 with Emma Parkes 
08/04/2022 Highways –Adam Bazley
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee:  The Neighbourhood Council Chairs were invited to attend the ceremonial planting of a Lime tree in Horsham Park on 11th March.
HDC has made two offers to the Parish and Neighbourhood Councils:
1) The opportunity to receive a free specimen tree to mark the Jubilee. The tree can be planted in a suitable location on District Council land and Cllr. Roger Noel would be pleased to attend a planting ceremony together with the Chairman of Horsham District Council and local Ward Councillors. However, HDC ask that the Neighbourhood Councils take on the planting and aftercare of their own tree, with the requirement for subsequent watering for the following two summers, to ensure the trees thrive.
Possible locations are Riverside Walk and the Needles. 
TM said that a volunteer/volunteers would need to be found to look after the tree. It was suggested that the HDNC Tree Warden could be asked. 
2) A grant of £200 to support local events to mark the Jubilee from 2-5 June. HDC will only be able to contribute towards confirmed Platinum Jubilee events and celebrations.                              RF spoke of a resident who is interested in organising an event on the Needles Recreation ground.

HDC are also waiving the fees for any street party road closures during the Jubilee weekend. Residents will still need to contact the environmental health team to apply for the road closure.
NC’s Quarterly Meeting with HDC:  Full notes will be circulated once agreed by HDC.    
NC’s Governance - Code of Conduct / Constitution / MoU:  Democratic Services had expected to produce draft documents for consultation by the end of February, but following a reminder they will now have an update this week.
TM has just received the Code of Conduct and will circulate it for members to comment on. It will then need to be agreed with the other NCs.
 “A” Board Draft Policy:  There was a presentation at the Horsham Town PDAG yesterday. 
RF advised that a new draft is to be circulated and the NC will be consulted. 
Denne Ward By-election 24/03/2022: Members are reminded to vote


	7
	Clerk’s Report

Compliance Case/29 Guildford Road (unauthorised 2nd driveway access)
No work has been carried out to remove the unacceptable, incorrect access and to create a new side access onto The Crescent, and the permission ran out on 9th February 2022. SD contacted the Highway’s Steward to find out what action would be taken. No response has been received yet.      
ACTION: SD to forward information to JM.

Estate Agent Boards – Pine’s Ridge and Blackbridge Court: SD reported boards attached to street signs on public verges to the relevant Estate Agents. 

Fallen trees in River Arun, Tanbridge Park area: SD reported it to the Environment Agency.

CAGNE Aviation Town and Parish Council Forum: CAGNE requested members pay £4 p.a. towards the cost of Zoom meetings and maintaining the website. Although HDNC does not have a member available to attend the meetings it was agreed that, as we wish to be kept updated and sent the minutes of the meetings, the fee should be paid.

CPZ Review: At the February meeting Cllr JM provided information about the forthcoming CPZ review. Members were asked for their views and SD and TM collated and forwarded them to JM to be passed onto WSCC Highways.
Comments included: 
It is considered that the current 2-hour zoned restrictions are more acceptable than the proposed 9am to 5pm restriction.
There is currently confusion caused by the variety of restrictions in the centre of town.
Parkfield should be included as residents experience problems with parking due to the lack of restrictions.

CO had also queried if Middleton Road, including Michell Close and Ingram Close, could be included in the 9am to 5pm restriction as these roads have problems with cars parking at school drop-off and pick-up times.
ACTION: SD to send details to JM.

A24 Worthing to Horsham Corridor Feasibility Study: The presentation by WSCC Highways was circulated to members. It was agreed that the proposed improvements appear acceptable and there were no specific comments to make, but SD asked that HDNC be included in any further updates. 

Horsham Green Spaces Meeting 15/3/22: SD attended the zoom meeting on behalf of HDNC as no members were available. The minutes will be circulated in due course.

Commercial bin on pavement outside Fireaway, East St: RH reported a bin that is left on the pavement near the take-away restaurant, which hinders use of the cycle racks and is unsightly. SD emailed Adam Chalmers, HDC Community Services but had not received a response.   ACTION: SD to contact Toni Bradnum, Cabinet Member for Waste and Recycling. 


	 

	Reports from Members:

	8.1
	Finance               
GL provided the following report: 
Payments made since 17.2.22:
Bank Charges = £5.00;  Clerk’s February salary and overtime = £668.52; Hall Hire (Jan to March) = £109.50
Balance @ 17.3.22 = £1627.60

End of Year Accounts: GL advised that after payment for the Clerk’s March salary and payroll admin charge there would be approximately £1200 left at the end of the financial year.


	 8.2
	Section 106 and CIL
Open Space Contributions: A meeting took place on 23rd February to discuss outstanding individual funds: expiry date, any allocated projects and potential projects (dependent on inclusion in the Park’s Management Plan). 
CIL: Emma Parkes, HDC Head of Development and Building Control, has requested a meeting with the three NC’s to discuss the use of accumulated S106 and CIL funds – date tbc

	8.3
	Planning
DC/22/0211 1, Parkfield: If the application is recommended for approval District Councillors have asked for it to be heard at Committee. HDNC has also objected and is concerned that the original garage is missing from the existing elevations as agreed under the permitted application DC/21/1444 and has asked if this is a matter for compliance to investigate.
The Case Officer has agreed that the situation with the garage should be looked into and that the reduction of available parking on site will be taken into consideration.
PB considers that even if the Case Officer does refuse the application it should still go to committee. Work has already started and the site is a mess. 
DC/22/0129 16, West Street (former Next): HDNC objected to this application and raised questions with the Case Officer but received no reply. Since then HDNC has been informed that there was an internal delay in the receipt of the application and it has not yet been examined; a response will be made a.s.a.p. 

	 8.4

	Highwood
Arun East Bridge:  In view of the heavy concrete blocks at the Hills Farm Lane access a request was made to Berkeley’s on 22nd February to reduce the superfluous security measures at the southern end by the river. Berkeley’s have refused to remove any obstacles until the bus gate is installed, but the gate’s specification is still under discussion with WSCC. The matter will be raised again during the site visit on 25th March. 
Bus Service : JM spoke to Berkeley’s and was told there would be no service until the whole estate was completed, which could take years. TM understood that the money allocated for a bus service was no longer available.
RF commented that if the bus gate is not to be installed yet, then the area could at least be tidied up and made more accessible to pedestrians.

	8.5

	Community Services – Youth 
JP provided a report prior to the meeting: 
Youth Provision Tender:  4TheYouth were the only applicant and they submitted a strong application which was scored by a representative from each NC and overseen by Caroline Clifford, HDC Procurement. One concern raised was the heavy reliance on the Community Mobile Hub which is provided by HDC. HDC confirmed that it is a community asset they would guard. The award of the contract is still subject to 4TheYouth providing the required verification documents and the internal approval process within the Council.
PB commented that North Horsham PC has agreed to contribute £5k this year. They have asked for details of the young people who live in NHPC and use the youth services.


	8.6
	Community Services – Older People  
Horsham District Older Peoples’ Forum Committee Meeting 17/3/22: CO attended the meeting and her notes were circulated prior to this meeting. The main points were:

MP Question Time with Andrew Griffiths will take place at Lavinia House on 1/4/22. Questions for the MP are to be submitted prior to the meeting.
The HDOPF booklet of Services to be updated.
Mobility Scooter training may re-start at the end of April, but there is a problem in finding a venue.



	8.7
	Community Services – NHS and Social Services
Nothing to report

	8.8
	Highways and Transport
Community Highway Schemes Updates:
Warnham Rd: Confirmation has been received that work on the pedestrian refuge will begin 22nd March and take approx. 2 weeks. 
Blackbridge Lane: This has been delayed awaiting the legal dedication agreement for the adjacent land needed to widen the road to be finalised and signed by the other party, a leaseholder in Saxon Weald flats. Also underground stats issues to check requiring trial holes in the next few weeks.
Love West Sussex: 
Albion Way Steps: It was suggested by WSCC that the ivy encroaching on the steps could be removed by the Highways Steward but it is still growing. 
North Parade/ Rushams Rd Signage:  A directional sign reported as turned 90º by the storm was corrected within 24 hours. 
Hills Farm Lane pothole: A request to redo a faulty repair was originally rejected by Love West Sussex, but on appeal to JM it was rectified within a few days.  
Street Sweeping: Storm debris from the ash trees in Hills Farm Lane was reported to HDC and the road was swept within 24 hours.
WSCC Personnel:  A meeting has finally been arranged between TM and Adam Bazley, Highways Manager to discuss outstanding matters and future projects.
Eleanor Harries, Highways Steward has relocated to Crawley; the new Steward for Horsham is Liam Nally.

	8.9
	Communications

Website: RH is working on updating the regular events and will also look at the HFNC and HTNC websites.


	8.10
	Park/Countryside and Leisure
Meeting 23/02/2022: This meeting was primarily to discuss S106 available funds, but included information on topics which may use some S106 funds. 
Skate Park – following the public consultation and planning application HDC hope to start work in August and complete by December.
Paths – some paths need widening and there are problems with protection tree routes. Priority will be given to existing paths before introducing new desirable paths.
Pond – no decision yet on how to make the beach area more accessible. 
Shelley Memorial – unlikely anything will happen this year as need to raise funds. 
Bollards – more fixed bollards have been introduced at entrances and there are 3 key safes for emergency access.
Denne Cemetery: TM attended a meeting organised by RF on 3rd March with Oliver Farley and Vee Willis from the Horsham Society, Reverend Canon Lisa Barnett, St Mary’s Church and Karen Inglis-Taylor from St Mary’s Preschool which runs the Forest School in the cemetery.  Points raised included a desired route to incorporate notable graves, vehicle access, distinction between deliberately wild and maintained areas and existing wildlife observation records.  
A further meeting is arranged for 31st March with HDC Officers. 
RF commented that everyone is enthusiastic about the project. TM thanked RF for getting the project moving.
Hills Farm Lane:  A fallen branch on the green at the Guildford Rd end was reported to HDC. This was acknowledged but is considered low priority.

	 8.11
	Emergency Plan/ Winter Maintenance

Nothing to report.

	8.12
	Police / Neighbourhood Wardens
 
Neighbourhood Wardens 
E-Bicycles:  The details about ownership, security, accessories have been sorted and the bicycles were due for delivery last week. There will be some publicity soon. 
Out of Area (OOA): Partly in view of the heavy work load in the un-parished area HDNC queried any activities out of area e.g. Bohunt School. Also any such activities should be agreed with the external authority, in this case North Horsham Parish Council. 
PB confirmed that NHPC had said the wardens should not operate in their area. 

	8.13
	Town Centre
Town Economy Meeting: TM and JP had a virtual meeting with Clare Mangan on 11th March – the first since December 2020. Notes have been circulated to members; updates are due on some items but the most important discussion was on progress towards a Business Improvement District which is now being steered by the Horsham Business Initiative; a meeting has been requested with HBI.  
Markets Survey: Thanks to members for their input which has been forwarded to the consultants. Part of the rationale for the survey was the end of the market contract this year and partly the increasing occurrence of outdoor market closures due to extreme weather conditions. HDNC has asked how much response there has been to the survey. 
Phone Box: BT has agreed to clean the box near the bus station. TM reported that the box still looks dirty and needs a more thorough clean.
Footpath Lights: The path linking the Capitol Theatre to the Telecom Car Park was in darkness again recently. This was reported to HDC who contacted Royal Sun Alliance who are responsible for the light and the fault has been rectified. 
Roller Rink: HDNC was responsible for putting the person wanting a roller skating rink in touch with HDC. Pleased to say it will go ahead with a planned opening on 9th April  
Ice Rink Signage: A request was made to HDC to have the ice rink directional signage removed from Albion Way – this has been done.
Park Place Bin Store: The screening around the bins was damaged during the storms and was reported to HDC and has been rectified.
Park Place and East St: RH asked why these roads had been re-opened to traffic. RF explained that the temporary Traffic Order had expired before the permanent TROs could be put in place (due to an objection which has now been withdrawn). The permanent TROs should be in place soon; one for Park Place, one for East Street, and one for loading stripes. 

	8.14
	HALC /CLC

HALC Zoom Meeting 16/3/22: IB attended the Zoom meeting and his notes had been circulated. The main points were: 
Local Plan and Water Neutrality: HDC gave a presentation which explained that the main cause of the delay is the water neutrality issue. This is also affecting Crawley and parts of Mid-Sussex and Chichester. Housing building numbers need to be challenged. Southern Water are identifying leaking pipes which need to be repaired, and are proposing a new reservoir to be built near Henfield and a desalination plant to be built on the coast. 


	9.
	HTCP  
Riverside Walk Event- Invoice and Publicity: The Scouts have taken over the running of the Event from HTCP this year and have asked HDNC for a sponsorship contribution. SD has asked for an invoice and requested that HDNC would be mentioned in any publicity.

	 10.
	Horsham Blueprint Neighbourhood Forum
Andrew Cooke is to have a meeting with Barbara Childs, HDC to chase the Referendum date.

	11.
	Members’ Questions and Comments
Firs Close: JMo lives in this road which was built 7 years ago by Crest Nicholson and has never been adopted. Apart from the bin collections, the residents are responsible for everything including the lighting and trees; there are 91 trees in the road. JMo asked who could advise her regarding getting the road adopted. 
RF commented that the road could also do with an alternative access for pedestrians and cyclists. JMo added that there is acoustic fencing in place which could prevent another access from being created.
ACTION: JM to check regarding the possibility of adoption. 


	12.
	Reports from District and County Councillors 

HDC Councillor Ruth Fletcher

City Fibre: There will soon be a lot of digging up of pavements in the HDNC area to install an upgraded fibre for broadband. As part of the company’s public relations there is money available for community projects. The Horsham Tigers Football Club has expressed interest.

Riverside Walk foopath, near to Curry’s: Lights and metal fencing have been vandalised, and vegetation needs pruning; HDC area aware.

Forum Fountain: This is to be switched on in April, and long-term maintenance is planned. CM added that on hot days the fountain will be turned off.

Burton Court Bins: This was discussed at the recent PDAG meeting. The architects have submitted another design with an open-topped enclosure in brick and metalwork to match the car park, and landscaping. It is considered an improvement on the previous design. (See also CM report below)

Recycling Trials: The collections for waste, electrical and electronic equipment (WEEE) have been successful. The furniture collection was more challenging and will not be continued, but there will be a Reuse Hub at every recycling centre.

HDC Carbon Reduction Programme: As part of the council’s ongoing programme, there will be energy and water efficiency reviews of The Granary and Park House. 

Local Plan: HDC are writing guides for applicants requiring planning permission. This includes street design.
Drill Hall: There has been a minor delay in the transfer to the Royal British Legion. PB added that it was due to signing off the paperwork, but there is no problem. HDC has allocated funding to cover maintenance during the interim period. 

Co-op, Guildford Rd: The wall round the car park was not built correctly and bricks keep falling out due to the mortar failing. The Co-op has agreed to contact the free holder and the loose bricks have been removed.

Shelley Bike Ride: This will take place on 9/7/22 and will be supported by HDC. The route goes from Poet’s Corner to Warnham Church.

HDC Councillor Peter Burgess

Jubilee Celebrations: There are to be laser lights in the Carfax. (See CM report below)

Flag hoisting: The Ukraine flag will be put up in the Carfax and then will go to Park House. 

HDC Cabinet Member for the Town, Christian Mitchell

Burton Court Bins: The latest plan is getting close to a solution. Brian Elliott met the traders last week. The bin collections have been affected by Covid, and non-residents may have also been using the bin area. The bins are to be emptied more frequently and the proposed bin store will have a lock with a pin code to access.

Jubilee Celebrations: There is to be one beacon lit. The Carfax will be cleaned, and the main celebrations will be on the Thursday and Friday, with a street party theme. The Panel organising it includes Roger Noel, David Skipp and Martin Boffey.

Conservation Areas: The three areas will be discussed at the Cabinet meeting on 24th.

WSCC Councillor Nigel Dennis

Bus time information display, opposite Station: This has been out of action due to an electrical fault. It is hoped that it will be replaced with a new style display.

HeadStart Nursery, Hurst Rd: The Nursery was given a year’s notice by Collyer’s College to find alternative premises. WSCC had suggested alternatives but the Nursery rejected them.

Youth Centre, Hurst Road: This was being used as a Children and Family Centre until about a year ago but has been handed back to the Trustees. Some remedial work is needed. (Post meeting note: the car park was used by Bohunt School for temporary classrooms in Autumn 2021 until their new site was ready. The remedial work was on the car park/grounds due to damage from the temporary buildings placed on them. 
WSCC Councillor John Milne

Fire Service: There was a risk management survey which has resulted in an increase in staff, joint control of the service between East Sussex, West Sussex and Surrey, and changes to the rota to provide the same cover at weekends as on weekdays. This should improve the service.

Food Waste: Collection of food waste will be coming in by Government mandate in the next couple of years. There will be a food processing plant at Warnham on an existing site which also processes dry waste. This will save money and reduce truck movements. N.B The proposed Incinerator is a private project and not connected.

Bus Services: They were subsidised during Covid but the subsidy runs out in April. The pre-Covid numbers of passengers have not recovered. JM will be on a Task and Finish Group to look at possible solutions.

Road Closures: There are to be various closures in the town including one on 19/6/22 for the Race for Life.

WSCC Councillor Andrew Baldwin

Hop Oast Recycling Centre: The feedback on the booking system has been good so it will be made permanent. Up to 5 visits per month can be booked, with extra visits considered if there is a valid reason. Same day booking is also available. N.B Billingshurst has no booking system.


	13.
	Meeting closed at 8.50pm
Next Meeting: 21st April 2022
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