[image: ]
Horsham Denne Neighbourhood Council 	
	
Minutes of the Meeting held on 18th November 2021

Venue: Church Lounge, Methodist Church, London Rd, Horsham
 
	Item
	Detail

	1
	Meeting Opened at 7.00pm and Welcome from the Chair


	2
	Attendance and apologies for absence:

Attending – HDNC: Chair - Trudie Mitchell, Nigel Hillpaul, Ian Botting, Chris Osborne.
HDC Cllrs: Ruth Fletcher (arrived 7.25pm), Peter Burgess (left 8pm), Tony Hogben, Cabinet member for Horsham Town, Parking and Communications (arrived 8.05pm) 
WSCC Cllrs. John Milne (arrived 7.25pm), Andrew Baldwin (arrived 7.30pm), Nigel Dennis (arrived 8pm) 
Clerk – Sara Doy
Two residents who wished to observe the meeting
Apologies:  HDNC: Judy Pounds, Gianni Lozzi, Robyn Hathaway


	3
	Declaration of Members’ Interests

TM – Blueprint; IB – Horsham Town Community Partnership

	4
	Approval of Minutes from meeting held on 21.10.21:
Approval proposed by IB, seconded by NH and agreed by all.

	5
	Matters arising from last reports and Action points

All Action points had been dealt with or were in hand.

	6
	Chair’s Report
Meetings Attended
1/11/2021 North Horsham Parish Council Meeting re HGV signage (see 8.8)
10/11/2021 Horsham Park Site visit (see 8.10)
17/11/2021 St Peter’s Hall visit 
18/11/2021 Ridgehurst Drive Residents visit (see 8.3)
Future Meetings
19/11/21 Virtual meeting regarding Burton Court bins.
Changes at HDC:  It has been announced that Glen Chipp, Chief Executive Officer will retire in April 2022.
Paul Clarke, Leader of the Council has stood own and a new Leader will be elected before December.   
Town Council – Horsham Society Report:  The response from the Neighbourhood Councils was published in the latest Horsham Society newsletter but there were no other responses. A request has been made to the Horsham Society to ascertain the level of interest.
Norfolk Square Conservation Area:  The submission to create a conservation area has been made to HDC and HDNC have been asked to send a letter of support. The main documents have been circulated to members.
NH explained that the idea came about due to the fear of development and loss of the distinctive character and architecture of the area. There is a potential for up to 500 new residential units in an area about 500m long. There has been a lot of support from residents and councillors and hopefully it will put constraints on what development can take place. The boundaries of the conservation area are to be confirmed. 
All present agreed that HDNC should support the submission.
St Peter’s Hall:  TM had a brief guided tour of the refurbished community hall on 17th November which looks very impressive. Information on facilities and some images have been circulated to members. HDNC has been asked if we can suggest any organisations that may be interested in hiring the premises.  
ACTION: SD to forward the information to PB.
Neighbourhood Councils’ Quarterly Meeting 19th October:  The notes have now been circulated to members. There are still outstanding actions which we have asked to be resolved as soon as possible. 
Neighbourhood Wardens:  There have been a lot of changes recently at all levels in the team responsible at HDC this has made communication more challenging as few have met in person. 
The NC Chairs were concerned about the current recruitment process which seemed to diminish the involvement of the NC’s but this has been discussed and agreed with Nick Jenkins.
The new management team may have different views on organisation but NJ agrees there is a need to clarify the future scope of the wardens’ responsibilities, which were changed during the pandemic; and how the Steering Group operates. The intention is that main communication from HDC for all areas will be via the Parish and Neighbourhood Council Clerks and agendas will be set in advance for Steering Group Meetings.
It is important that all three Neighbourhood Councils are in agreement on the way forward and if possible any proposals should be agreed by Council Members before being put to HDC.

	7
	Clerk’s report
Newsletter: The delivery of the newsletter has been completed and took just over three weeks.
 Six residents contacted HDNC:
One resident attended the October meeting.
Two residents are attending the November meeting.
One resident would like to attend a future meeting but could not offer a regular commitment.
A resident of Highwood Mill phoned to ask about the Fire Station development.
A previous HDNC Clerk who was in the role in the 1990s emailed to compliment us on the newsletter.

Resident enquiries:

Junction of Middleton Rd/Blackbridge Lane: A resident emailed to raise the issue of the danger faced by drivers trying to pull out of Middleton Rd into Blackbridge Lane as visibility is poor and some drivers exceed the speed limit. The resident asked if a mirror could be installed opposite the junction. 
TM spoke to WSCC Highways who advised that they are aware that it is a very difficult junction but they have a policy of not installing mirrors anywhere on highway land. The only option would be to install a mirror on private land but that would need the permission of the landowner and also require public liability insurance, and there does not seem to be a feasible location.  
WSCC Highways do not consider that speed warning signs would be effective and would  conflict with the school zone signage.
Members felt the answer was unsatisfactory and asked if any other solutions could be found.
ACTION: SD to forward information to JM who will check with WSCC.

8 Riverside (DC/21/1497): HDNC received an email from the architect on behalf of the applicant which said that the applicant states that he owns the land up to the pavement. As discussed with TM SD responded to say that we are awaiting clarification from the Case Officer.

St Mary’s Pre-School: HDNC received an email from the Pre-school regarding the application for change of use of the Church Centre, Causeway. The Pre-School provided some answers to the queries raised by HDNC in response to the application. HDNC has submitted further queries to the Case Officer which have also forwarded them to the Pre-School. 

9 and 11 Ridgehurst Drive: HDNC received emails from several residents objecting to the applications. (See 8.3)

Carfax Noticeboard:  SD had to report that the glass has been broken again by vandals to HDC. They will look into replacing the glass with perspex.

Compliance Cases
29 Guildford Rd EN/21/0191: SD emailed the Highways Steward dealing with the case who advised that it has been agreed that the original access will be removed and a new access will be created at the location of the temporary ramp. A second access will be created onto The Crescent. The resident has 6 months from 9th August when the permission runs out.

Orthodontic Practice, East St EN/20/0003 – (Advertising film on the windows to be removed and shopfront to either be repaired or replaced). This was first reported in January 2020 but no action has been taken by the owner. SD asked Compliance for an update who advised that they are trying to make contact with the owner.

Code of Conduct: SD is still waiting for a response to the query regarding training. The other two Neighbourhood Councils also have queries and feel that all three Neighbourhood Councils should agree on a joint Code of Conduct.


	 

	Reports from Members:

	8.1
	Finance               
GL provided the following report:  
Payments made since 21.10.21:
Payment for delivery of HDNC Newsletter = £450.00
WSCC Clerk’s September salary = £352.27
WSCC Payroll admin charge = £47.74
Balance @ 18.11.21 = £4116.49

Annual recognition of Tree Warden services:  Andrew Dickinson has dealt with 44 applications to date (more than in 2020 and 2019). In previous years he was presented with a £50 Amazon gift voucher. 
All present agreed to give a £50 voucher this year. 

	 8.2
	Section 106 and CIL
 Nothing to report.

	8.3
	Planning
 Hospital Car Park: Application DC21/0906 for signage has been permitted. We are still awaiting information on cycle parking for DC/21/0907.
Ridgehurst Drive:  There have been two recent applications for nos. 9 ( DC/21/1846) and 11 (DC/21/2337) which have raised a lot of concern with residents. TM met some of the objectors from adjacent properties on 18/11/21. 
TM was advised by the Case Officer for the application at no.9 that some amendments to the design may be necessary to gain approval. The Case Officer for the application at no.11 advised that the applicant may have to revert to the original application and submit an amendment. 
Compliance: Different regulations apply to planning applications and enforcement; it is not possible to be informed of the outcome of all complaints in our area as this concerns confidentiality for all parties. 
Park Place Refuse Bins: HDNC were sent information regarding a proposed solution for bin storage by Brian Elliott, HDC Head of Property and Facilities and responded with comments including a preference for the storage to be located inside the car park. In light of all comments received BE has gone back to the architects to develop the design. Cllr. Peter Burgess has also contacted Horsham District Town Councillors objecting to the current proposal. (See also item 12 Burton Court).

	 8.4

	Highwood
Community Centre: Awaiting the result of the consultation; HDNC does not know how many on-line responses were received.
Commercial Unit: Berkeley’s have submitted planning application DC/21/2457 with some minor amendments to the approved application DC/19/1976 for a convenience store. As yet no tenant has been appointed so the extent of any café facilities is still unknown.

	8.5

	Community Services – Youth 
North Horsham Parish Council: Thanks to JP for providing a synopsis of the current situation with a view to involving NHPC again in contributing financially to Youth Provision for Horsham Town. Thanks also to Peter Burgess for raising the matter with NHPC. Nick Jenkins, HDC Community Services Manager is also now aware of the NC’s concerns. 
PB commented that NHPC have said they are using money to assist youth elsewhere in the parish.

	8.6
	Community Services – Older People  
Horsham District Older People’s Forum:
MP Question Time with Jeremy Quin 5/11/21: The meeting was not recorded and it was acknowledged that JQ had to be careful how he answered as he would need to give the party’s view on the subject matter.

Committee Meeting: 16/11/21: CO’s notes were circulated prior to the meeting.
Age UK: There are a lot more activities available at Lavinia House e.g. Board games and exercise sessions. Transport is available.


	8.7
	Community Services – NHS and Social Services
Nothing to report

	8.8
	Highways and Transport
Footpath leading from Capitol Theatre to British Telecom Car Park: The failure of all the lighting along the footpath was reported to HDC on 20th October; however, the lighting and the associated footbridge is the responsibility of RSA who had decided to change the hours of operation to suit its working practice. After negotiation the lights will now be illuminated to coincide with the hours of operation at the Capitol Theatre.
Community Highway Schemes Updates: 
Heavy Goods Vehicles Signage (Wimblehurst Road): A meeting organised by Wimblehurst Road Residents’ Association took place with NHPC and HDNC on 1st November to progress the corrections required and it was realised that some of roads affected are in the Forest Neighbourhood Council area, support has since been given by HFNC. ND is liaising with Steve Douglas, WSCC Assistant Manager for Highways to ascertain the information and data required for the application; the closing date for submission is June 2022.
Highwood: The application was to be considered in October but there is no result has been issued yet to the applicant.

	8.9
	Communications

Facebook: NH said there are regular ‘views’ of posts but no engagements. TM suggested that questions could be included in posts to see if there is any response.


	8.10
	Park/Countryside and Leisure
Site Visit 10th November: JP and TM and Sally Sanderson, Friends of Horsham Park attended a meeting with HDC but Pete Crawford was unable to attend, this restricted the amount of information available but notes have been circulated to members.
Kaya Café – roof and barbecue: It was noted that the roof canopy has been removed and the proposed barbecue area is untidy. A message has been sent to Liz Williams, HDC Property Department to ascertain Kaya’s intentions.   

	 8.11
	Emergency Plan/ Winter Maintenance

Nothing to report.


	8.12
	Police / Neighbourhood Wardens
 
Fly-Posting Boards: A request was made to the wardens to get a board advertising a wedding fair in Broadbridge Heath, removed from Hills Farm Lane. Apparently there is currently a moratorium on removal as some Parishes allow this form of advertising and there is some confusion until HDC can produce a policy.
New Warden recruitment (See also item 6): IB advised that he will attend the interview involving the Neighbourhood Councils which has been arranged for 23/11/21 and will be a Teams meeting.
October Warden report: IB gave a summary of the report. He commented on the increase in incidents of electric scooters being used illegally on public roads and pavements. 

	8.13
	Town Centre
A Boards West Street: TH advised that the matter had been discussed at the PDAG meeting 17/11/21. A draft policy will be sent out to stakeholders for comments. HDC do want to declutter the Town centre.
Cycling in the Carfax: HDNC submitted comments on the Cycle Forum proposals on 25th October to Clive Burley who acknowledged receipt
Christmas Lights: Garry Mortimer- Cooke sent an update regarding installation and any changes; all lights should be on by 18th November. The only significant addition will be an installation above the Fat Face store in the Carfax of the winning entry to the Community children designed competition.
Broken window: TM reported the window in an empty shop next to the former AGA shop. TH suggested that TM speak to Garry Mortimer-Cook.

	8.14
	HALC /CLC

HALC AGM 30/11/21 at Parkside:  IB will attend.


	9.
	HTCP  
Nothing to report.

	 10.
	Horsham Blueprint Neighbourhood Forum
No update.

	11.
	Members’ Questions and Comments
None.

	12.
	Reports from District and County Councillors 

HDC Councillor Peter Burgess (gave his report earlier in the meeting)

Burton Court Bins: PB explained that a few years ago it had been agreed with Clive Burley that the bins would be placed inside the car park which would be the cheapest option. There is a meeting on 19/11/21 to discuss the location. (See also item 8.3 Park Place).

Warnham Nature Reserve New Discovery Hub: PB praised the new Hub and recommended people visit.

Remembrance Sunday 14/11/21: A parade took place and there was a very good turnout. HDC has agreed to organise road closures next year. 

HDC Councillor Ruth Fletcher

North of Horsham development: There is to be a press release announcing the new name.

Food waste trial: 100 residents in Billingshurst are taking part and so far the feedback has been good.

Electric charging points: WSCC has signed a contract to provide the installation of public charge points across West Sussex within the next decade. Current charging points need upgrading and technology is changing rapidly. Connected Kerb will fully fund, install and maintain all the chargers. The chargers will be installed on public land e.g. car parks and on Highways land i.e. kerb-side.
JM commented that using Connected Kerb will mean there is no risk to WSCC however they will receive no revenue.

Horsham Business Park (Former Novartis site): It seems that Muse Developments are on the point of signing the contract.

Town parking charges: There is a proposal to change evening parking charges as the current £1 evening charge is confusing and the number of people parking in the evenings is increasing. The proposal is to charge a standard rate between 8am and 8pm and there will be a consultation.

East Street parking: There is a problem with parking at the end of East St at the junction of Park Place mainly due to people picking up takeaways.

East Street restaurants: NH reported that some restaurants do not put away their outside tables and chairs when they close and he asked if this breaches their licence. RF was not sure, but asked NH to email the details to her.
ACTION: NH to email RF.
HDC Cabinet member for Horsham Town, Parking and Communications, Tony Hogben

Forum Fountain: A PDAG meeting took place to discuss the future of the fountain. Members unanimously agreed that the fountain should be kept despite the cost. Upgrading to ensure safety standards will require a capital budget. 

East Street: There was a consultation with businesses to decide if the Street should be permanently closed to traffic during the day. One shop owner was against it so a public consultation will be required.

Ice Rink: Funding for new activities is available from the government coronavirus Additional Restrictions Grant. TM commented that a group is interested in roller skating to replace the ice rink after Christmas. 

Escape Room This is another proposed activity for the town but TH is not sure about the long- term interest of an Escape Room.

HDC Vehicles: The Council is looking to upgrade to all electric vehicles. 

CCG: There is to be a new surgery built in North Horsham and four other surgeries are to be upgraded. 

Shelley Memorial: There is to be a meeting in two weeks’ time to decide on the location – either in Horsham Park or outside the Rail station.  Proposals must meet safety & maintenance criteria

WSCC Councillor John Milne

WSCC Highways Area Manager: Adam Bazley has been appointed to succeed Mike Thomas.

County Budget: The forecast is that the budget deficit has reduced from £17million down to £2million so there will be no new cuts this year.

Fire Service Public Consultation: This has just been launched. 
ACTION: SD to circulate to members.

Gulley and drain clearance: Clearance takes place in cycles, between 4 years and 6 months. Change of frequency can be requested.
TM commented that flooding still takes place outside 5 Guildford Rd and asked what cycle it is on. 
ACTION: JM to check maintenance schedule for Guildford Road.
ND commented that there is no longer any ‘reactive’ maintenance.
Sunken trench Hills Farm Lane: JM will ask Eleanor Harries, Highways Steward for an update.


WSCC Councillor Nigel Dennis

On-street Pay and Display machines: There have been complaints that the machines only take cash, but as they have a 10 year life span and were only installed in 2016 it is unlikely that they will be replaced for a few years.

Bus Strategy: This looks promising to warrant a Government grant, but the main focus is on capital projects which can’t in itself provide better services. There is a demand for more Sunday and evening services. 


	13.
	Meeting closed at 8.50pm
Next Meeting: 16th December 2021
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