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Horsham Denne Neighbourhood Council 	
	
Minutes of the Meeting held on 20th February 2020

Venue: The Church Lounge, London Road Methodist Church, London Road, Horsham
 
	Item
	Detail

	1
	Meeting Opened at 7.00pm and Welcome from the Chairman

	2
	Attendance and apologies for absence:

Attending – HDNC: Chair – Trudie Mitchell, Judy Pounds, Ian Botting, Nigel Hillpaul, 
Rodger Whitefield 
HDC Cllrs. Frances Haigh, Ruth Fletcher (arrived 8.00pm)
WSCC Cllrs. Morwen Millson, Nigel Dennis (arrived 8.10pm)
Clerk – Sara Doy
Apologies – HDNC: Gianni Lozzi, Christine Osborne
HDC Cllrs: Belinda Walters, Peter Burgess


	3
	Declaration of Members’ Interests

TM – Blueprint; IB – Horsham Town Community Partnership; WSCC Cllr. MM – Director of 4TheYouth


	4
	Approval of Minutes from meeting held on 16.1.20: 
Amendment to Item 12: RF (not RW) suggested that as some drivers are using the road as a short cut changes should be made so that it is no longer a ‘through’ route.
Approval was proposed by JP and seconded by IB.

	5
	Matters arising from last meeting and Action points

Outstanding Action Point: Item 8.5 Re. Former Youth Centre, Hurst Road: MM to check the situation with the Trustees. 


	6
	Chairman’s Report
TM commented that it had been an incredibly busy month; 850 e-mails had been logged for Denne NC and 200 for Blueprint.
Meetings: 
20/01/2020 Drill Hall Briefing at HDC with Horsham Society
27/01/2020 HALC
28/01/2020 Local Plan Briefing on Rookwood Proposal
29/01/2020 Drill Hall Briefing at HDC with Royal British Legion
30/01/2020 Cabinet Meeting
30/01/2020 BID Presentation – unable to attend
06/02/2020 Local Plan Briefing for Parishes
07/02/2020 Meeting with BID Chairman and Local Councillors 
10/02/2020 Park Management Plan 
18/02/2020 Neighbourhood Councils’ Quarterly with HDC
Future Meetings:
03/03/2020 Town Centre Walkabout
04/03/2020 Town Centre Meeting with Clare Mangan
06/03/2020 Park Walkabout 
Drill Hall and Highwood Community Centre:  The Cabinet Meeting was postponed from 23rd to 30th January following complaints about insufficient consultation time. TM sent a letter to Cabinet members and Local Councillors clarifying the HDNC opinion on the proposals as we were only able to submit a question to be heard at the Cabinet Meeting. 
Following substantial public protest – the petition initiated by Horsham Blueprint now has over 6,000 signatures – HDC introduced 4 recommendations to the Cabinet Proposal. These were to build the Community Facility at Highwood independently of any decision on the Drill Hall; to commission an independent report to assess current and future needs for community facilities in the whole district; to consider at Full Council any viable options for the Drill Hall submitted within 2 years. Lastly to approve the decommissioning scheme at the end of 2 years and build affordable housing if no other viable solution is approved. This proposal was approved.
A letter has been sent to HDC itemising 21 considerations we wish to be taken into account in the independent review.
It is known that at least one organisation is interested in taking over the management of the Drill Hall.
FH said there is a very active Facebook group and they are trying to form a ‘Friends of the Drill Hall’ group. She added that the Drill Hall is more than a community hall as it is a District venue and gets very booked up especially on Saturday evenings. FH has asked HDC to look into how it is managed and to come up with a marketing plan.
 
Cabinet Room Acoustics:  A complaint was made to Ray Dawe, HDC Leader and Glen Chipp, HDC Chief Executive that much of the Cabinet Meeting was inaudible as the noise from the air conditioning drowns out any quiet speakers. RD responded that tests will be done on the audio system.   
Local Plan Review:  The consultation period ends on 30th March so this report is intended as a briefing and no response will be submitted until after our 19th March meeting. Members have been asked to consider all the options put forward and not to concentrate solely on the Denne area. Any comments on known hazards such as road access or flooding will be welcome.
The Chairs of Denne and Trafalgar Neighbourhood Councils were invited to a presentation on 28th January on behalf of the HDC property team, as owners of the Rookwood Golf Course area, who will be putting forward a proposal to HDC strategic planning to build up to 1,000 homes on the site. The intention is to create an exemplar development that will increase biodiversity by having open green space. We have been told a summary document will be issued shortly which will be circulated but we have been refused access to the presentation material.
TM and CO attended a Parish Workshop on 6th February and the presentation notes have been circulated; further information is to follow as a result of questions from all the workshops. The parishes were clustered to allow concentration on more local matters but the whole plan was discussed. HDC explained that Horsham District has a large area with none of the geographical or political restraints experienced by the coastal towns or Crawley; therefore HDC will be expected to accept an overspill allocation of housing. Some of the suggestions made in group discussions were that any development should be as near as possible to Crawley or the coast. There was also a suggestion regarding Rookwood that the section in Trafalgar could be built on while retaining a 9-hole golf course in the Denne area. It is not known if any of these ideas are feasible.
IB commented that a 9-hole golf course would not be as attractive to golfers. He confirmed that the Clubhouse is in the HTNC side of the golf course.
Please note that there will be an exhibition in Swan Walk on 29th February – members are urged to attend.
Conservation Areas:  Thanks to members who submitted ideas for inclusion in the appraisals and to Sara for collating the responses. Thanks have been received from HDC for our contribution.  
Newsletter:  Thanks for prompt responses regarding approval to print and distribute a newsletter. This was done at short notice in order to share the circular with Horsham Blueprint to publicise the consultation of the Draft Neighbourhood Plan. HDNC is committed to supporting the Neighbourhood Plan and it may be that the cost will be slightly more than an independent newsletter, but it had to be co-ordinated with Forest and Trafalgar NCs. Hopefully it will create some interest in both Blueprint and the NCs.
Quarterly Meeting with HDC 18th February:  The meeting was attended by the NC Chairs, Peter Burgess HDC Cabinet Member, Adam Chalmers, Director of Community Services and as requested by the NCs, Glen Chipp, Chief Executive.    
Matters discussed included the need for a better understanding of the role and limitations of the NCs with both HDC Staff and Councillors; the Drill Hall and the Local Plan. Progress updates were requested on the Public Realm consultation, LCWIP and the condition of the railway subway ceiling.
Full notes will be circulated shortly.

	7
	Clerk’s Report 
 Resident enquiries:

1) Sainsbury’s Click and Collect Canopy Light pollution : 
Update from HDC Compliance Officer 20/1/20: The Sainsbury’s manager emailed HDC to acknowledge the concern and confirm that it had been logged. The Manager will look at what measures can be taken to reduce any impact on local residents. However the Compliance Officer confirmed that it is not a planning matter but could be taken up with Environmental Health. The resident contacted HDNC today to confirm that no action has been taken by Sainsbury’s and the lights are on before 6am and on Sundays after 4pm. 
2) Parking issues in Arunside: The Neighbourhood Wardens advised that a resident of Arunside complained to them about parking issues caused by parents of children at St John’s School and Arunside School at pick up/drop off times. Apparently some cars are parked so they block the road and drivers have been abusive when challenged. The resident is asking if the NC could help raise the issue with WSCC. TM has spoken to the resident who informed her that the issue was reported to the Police. The resident also complained about speeding in Blackbridge Lane. SD will submit a report to be raised at the next JAG meeting on 26th Feb.
Compliance queries 

Former Carmela restaurant, Denne Rd: 
Update: RW noticed that the lights were still in place on 24/1/20. The HDC Compliance Officer was aware of this and is dealing with the restaurant owner. He confirmed that the illuminated sign had been removed.
Damage to verge in Blackbridge Lane: RW reported that he witnessed a Compass Driver driving up over the grass verge by the Co-op exit. SD contacted Compass Travel who said they would speak to the drivers. HDNC is already aware that cars parked in the parking bays opposite the Co-op exit cause problems and took the matter up with WSCC Highways back in 2017. Yesterday HDNC received details of the proposed amendments to parking restrictions in Horsham which includes removing the parking bays which should improve the situation.

HDC Conservation Area Appraisal: SD collated comments from members and as discussed with TM submitted completed questionnaires for the Richmond Road, London Road and Horsham Town Centre conservation areas on behalf of HDNC.

Member’s Holiday dates: Please could everyone let SD have dates when they will be on holiday or unavailable as far as possible.
ACTION: Members to forward dates to SD.

	 

	Reports from Members:

	8.1
	Finance               
GL provided the following report prior to the meeting:

Payments made since 20.1.20: 
WSCC Clerk’s January salary  - £320
TM Stationery expenses - £15.50	
SSALC invoice for Parish Online subscription - £54
Balance @ 19.2.30 = £3377.57 

	 
	Section 106 and CIL
Nothing to report.

	8.3
	Planning
Planning Enforcement and Compliance Service Review 2/12/2019: Notes have still not been received – a reminder has been sent to HDC. 
Parish on Line: Members agreed to pay the discounted fee for continued use of the system for a further 3 years.
Pirie’s Place Mid Twitten Canopy: The developer confirmed the canopy will be installed but there has been a delay in sourcing the cladding material. 

	 8.4

	West of Horsham Development
 Arun East Bridge road works: 
Landscaping: HDC have not contacted Berkeley’s yet about any required changes.
Lighting:  A reminder has been sent as the shading due end of January has not been installed.

	8.5

	Community Services – Youth 
Meeting with HDC: JP reported that as it had not been possible to arrange a meeting with all three NCs and Candice Coveney, the new HDC Youth Provision Officer. JP met CC on her own on 19.2.20 to establish the format for future meetings. CC has met 4TheYouth and is drafting a contract, sorting out insurance and  arranging background checks. There will be 2 x 6 monthly payments starting on 1.4.20. JP has requested that there are quarterly meetings and reports going forward. CC had received a general report from 4TheYouth which JP thought would be useful for the NCs to see. The budget for the snacks for the Snack Wagon is being looked at. 
The need for a central Hub for the youth to meet was discussed, preferably in the Town Centre.
JP was introduced to the HDC Grants and Funding Officer, Jane Ishmael.
There is to be a Funding Event for Voluntary and Community groups at the Drill Hall on 25.3.20.

	8.6
	Community Services – Older People  
Nothing to report.

	8.7
	Highways and Transport
Hospital Car Park: The installation of the new pay machines was due to be completed at the end of January. It is not known if this date was met or how much revenue was lost while the machines were out of action. 
NH confirmed that the machines are working. RW commented that there is a sign outside the entrance which shows the wrong telephone number for paying parking charges. 
ACTION: RW to forward information to SD.
Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Programme: A progress report was requested at the Neighbourhood Council meeting on 18th 
Pondtail Road:  A meeting has been arranged between the resident and WSCC on 25th February to clarify options for safety improvements. TM is not able to attend but will be updated on progress.
Boldings Brook Footbridge: The bridge has still not been repaired but at least an additional safety mat has been laid to cover the full width of the bridge
Hills Farm Lane Bollard: The uprooted bollard that was reported on 23rd December has still not been repaired but the safety barriers have been removed. This has been queried again and again with WSCC. 
CPZ Blackbridge Lane: The consultation is now out and includes the removal of the unwanted parking bays in Blackbridge Lane.
Park Place: The surface that was damaged during the Pirie’s Place Car Park construction has been repaired.
Bishopric, near the KFC: RW enquired if it is possible to propose a red route for the section of road from outside the fast food outlets as illegal problem is causing congestion. TM commented that this is in the HTNC area and the Neighbourhood Wardens regularly patrol the area.
MM said she would enquire about the use of red routes.
Hills Farm Lane speeding: IB reported that about 3 weeks ago a speeding driver approaching Guildford Road at night had knocked over a street light. 

	8.8
	Communications

Twitter: NH reported that there are 166 followers.

Facebook: RW has arranged to meet up with Mr Olson, a new member of HFNC, as he intends to set up a Facebook page for HFNC.


	8.9
	Park/Countryside and Leisure
Management Plan: HDNC and the Friends Group were shown the draft plan at short notice. Minor amendments were suggested and discussed at a meeting on 10th February. 
We have asked for information on who is taking over the management of the Conservatory café and when it will reopen.
Park Walkabout: The meeting on March 6th will include looking at locations to install Recycling Bins.
TM has suggested that S106 funds could be used to provide screening for the refuse bins by the North Parade car park. 
John Marder: Best wishes were sent for JM’s retirement; HDNC had worked closely with him on the Remembrance Gardens renovation. 
Lynda Cheeseman: After many years with HDC LC will be retiring on 13th March.

	 8.10
	Emergency Plan

Flooding: TM raised the question of who should be contacted regarding flooding incidents outside of office hours. A telephone call to WSCC regarding flooding in Hills Farm Lane was redirected to the Police.
ACTION: TM to check with Greg Charman, HDC.
RF commented that Arunside and Riverside had experienced bad flooding. 

	8.11
	Police / Neighbourhood Wardens

Steering Group Meeting 23/1/20: IB said that Sharon Cadman, HDC Community Safety Officer, had chaired the meeting and introduced the new Supervisor, Darren Worsfold. He has previously been connected to 4TheYouth. DW may be attending the next HDNC meeting along with the Wardens.
ACTION: IB to check regarding DW attendance. 
ACTION: Members to forward any questions for the Wardens prior to the meeting.

IB referred to the main aspects of the Wardens’ January report which has been circulated to members. In addition IB commented that to improve efficient us of time the Wardens will no longer patrol the streets with parking inspectors, and HDC is looking into purchasing electric bicycles for the Wardens. Cooperation with the Samaritans and Citizens Advice is being investigated. A reminder was issued that any drug-related incidents should be reported to the Police. 

PCC Focus Group Meeting 25.2.20: IB will attend and asked if members had any issues to be raised. TM suggested the Arunside inconsiderate parking and abusive behaviour (see Clerk’s report). 

Neighbourhood Wardens’ Contract:  Members agreed to support the extension of the Wardens’ contract for 3 years assuming funding will be available. 

	8.12
	Town Centre
Business Improvement District (BID): There was a public meeting held on 30th January for businesses but unfortunately this clashed with the Cabinet Meeting so no one attended. However a meeting was held on 7th February organised by the three Denne District Councillors with Willie Hamilton, Chair of the Steering Group and TM was invited. Everything is at a very early stage but WH stressed the need for an independent chairman for the Board so that projects cannot be said to unduly benefit board members. The BID has to provide additional benefits and not take over any of the work done by HDC. It is easier to set up projects in towns which have a lower base line. The intention is to set up working groups based on different aspects of trade e.g. communications, data, restaurants, larger multiples.     
Information is available on http://horshambid.co.uk/
Benches:  IB and TM will meet Stuart Card, HDC on 26th February to decide the location of a bench near the Hills Farm Lane / Guildford Rd junction.  
Sainsbury’s Trees: HDC issued emergency permission to remove a tree covered by a TPO as it was in danger of falling in the imminent storm. The removal of a second unprotected tree that was leaning was advised.

	8.13
	HALC /CLC

HALC Meeting 27.1.20:  IB attended the meeting and his notes had been circulated. The main points relevant to the HDNC area were:
Duke of Cornwall Community Safety Award: A scheme to encourage young people to plan for an emergency.
Standards Committee: A nationwide ‘standard of behaviour’ for all Councillors is to be rolled out.
Local Plan and Letter to HDC: There is widespread concern regarding the proposed numbers of housing and the locations. HALC sent out a draft letter to members for comments: this is to be sent to HDC and the 2 MPs concerning the excessive government demands for additional housing in the District.  
TM queried the reference made to Highwood and suggested it should be amended.  

	9.
	HTCP  
Nothing to report.

	 10.
	Horsham Blueprint Neighbourhood Forum
Blueprint Neighbourhood Forum
Alison Eardley, the Blueprint Consultant has worked extremely well to produce a draft plan which has now gone out for consultation. This will be Feb 10th – March 24th and has been publicised by the NC newsletters, direct mailing and a shop front in Swan Walk. The shop will be manned  on the weekend of March 7-8 and 14-15.  

	11.
	Members’ Questions and Comments
NEO Orthodontics East St: JP commented that the advertising film in the windows had still not been removed.
ACTION: SD to check with Compliance.

	12.
	Reports from District and County Councillors 

HDC Cllr. Frances Haigh

Zig Zag Out of School Club: This is a valuable service and was intending to expand its activities into the school holidays. The Club is currently located in the Scout Hut in Hills Farm Lane which HDC is proposing to demolish. It may be possible to relocate to St Peter’s Hall, Needles Estate, but this may not be suitable. 

BID: FH is concerned at where the line is between businesses, HDC and Neighbourhood Councils. The businesses may want to be involved with Christmas lights, Neighbourhood Wardens and improving the evening economy. They expect to raise around £250,000 p.a. So there is a need for all involved to co-operate and communicate, TM commented that she will be meeting with Claire Mangan, HDC. FH added that there is a survey on the BID website for businesses to complete which asks what they want to see the money spent on.

HDC Cllr. Ruth Fletcher

Granary Way: There has been an issue with business vehicles parking on verges and causing damage. Saxon Weald who own some of the properties engaged with the contractors and there has been some success. HDC Compliance confirmed that it is not a planning issue. There is a general problem of verges being damaged in Horsham.
MM said that WSCC cannot take any action as there is no by-law. ND added that there is no budget to install posts.

WSCC Cllr. Morwen Millson

Pedestrian Crossing, Blackbridge Lane: MM advised that work to install a pedestrian refuge should take place in 2022. It was decided that to install a pedestrian crossing would be too expensive. MM also said that Chris Stark, WSCC Highways, had advised that any Community Highway Scheme applications would need to be submitted by the end of June 2020.

Budget: Council Tax has been increased to 3.9% of which 2% is for social care. There is to be a large cut to Early Years services which could result in some Children and Family Centres closing.

Sale of roads and grass verges: There are several sections of roads and verges which are to be sold by Davis estates who own the land underneath. WSCC only maintain the surface. None of the plots are in the HDNC area.

Highways Staff Reorganisation: Some areas are amalgamating; Horsham is to join up with Worthing.

Fire and Rescue inspection: This has been positive.

Pedestrian Refuge, Warnham Road: The Community Highways Scheme application for a refuge near the Nature Reserve was successful.

Exit from Highwoods development: There have been lots of complaints from residents about the exit onto the A24.

CLC June meeting: The date is to be changed.

Tanbridge Park : The proposal to extend the existing parking restrictions will come out soon.

[bookmark: _GoBack]WSCC Cllr. Nigel Dennis

North Street landscaping near Station: Edging has been installed to prevent mud spreading onto the pavement. 
Hurst Road Flooding: ND reported bad flooding of the pavement near Collyer’s in Hurst Road and by the Sorting Office.

Reduction to Metrobus 61 Service: There will no longer be a service between 2pm and 5pm.

London Road temporary closure: This is due to emergency gas works.

Gordon Road TRO: There has been a lack of progress. It is proposed to not have a build out partly due to buses needing a wide access for turning.

Parkfield: There is a proposal to include this road in the CPZ.

North Parade (HTNC side): The cycle strips are worn out and meet the intervention level for action.


	13.
	Meeting closed at 9.00pm
Next Meeting: 19th March 2020
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