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Horsham Denne Neighbourhood Council 	
	
Minutes of the Meeting held on 16th May 2019

Venue: The Church Lounge, London Road Methodist Church, London Road, Horsham
 
	Item
	Detail

	1
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Meeting Opened at 7.30pm and Welcome from the Chairman

	2
	Attendance and apologies for absence:

Attending – HDNC: Chair - Trudie Mitchell, Treasurer – Gianni Lozzi, Judy Pounds, 
Nigel Hillpaul, Ian Botting, Rodger Whitefield, Christine Osborne.
Clerk – Sara Doy
HDC Cllrs. Ruth Fletcher, Frances Haigh (arrived  7.40pm), Belinda Walters (arrived 8.05pm), Peter Burgess (arrived 8.25pm)
WSCC Cllr. Nigel Dennis (arrived 8.20pm)

Apologies – HDC Cllr. Christian Mitchell 

	3
	Declaration of Members’ Interests

Trudie Mitchell – Horsham Blueprint; Ian Botting – Horsham Town Community Partnership; Judy Pound – Wimblehurst Road Residents’ Association

	4
	Approval of Minutes from last meeting (25.4.19).
RW requested amendments to the following items:
8.8) Communications: 
HDNC Website Google searches - RW has to now go through a formal process with Google to report the old page as a dead link, and request the link is removed. There is no information as to how quickly such requests can be achieved, and until then the old site will still show with a “page not found” message. 
n.b. The new website now appears first on Google search. 
Facebook - The HDNC Facebook page was also deleted by the old administrator, and the name cannot be recycled as yet. RW has tried to set up a new one but has come up against a security blockage from Facebook. Work is ongoing to resolve this and set up a new page as soon as possible.
12) HDC Cllr. Peter Burgess: Affordable Homes: Remove reference to Saxon Weald. 

WSCC Cllr. Nigel Dennis: Subway flooding: word missing – should read ‘Network Rail’
The minutes were approved by RW and seconded by IB.

	5
	Matters arising from last meeting and Action points

All Action Points had been dealt with or were in hand.


	6
	Chairman’s Report
Meetings attended: 
26/04/2019 Park Update
07/05/2019 HDC Quarterly Meeting with NCs
Future Meetings:
22/05/2019 HDC Annual Reception
05/06/2019 Town Centre – Clare Mangan
17/06/2019 CLC - IB to attend
25/06/2019 HALC - IB to attend

Quarterly Meeting 
Draft Notes have been circulated to members and most topics discussed will be included in the relevant agenda items. The meeting was attended by Adam Chalmers, Director of Community Services and Barbara Childs, Director of Place.  
BC explained the scope of her role and referred to progress on two projects taken forward from the Town Vision; these being a Walking and Cycling Strategy, and a Public Realm Strategy to unify and improve the appearance of the town  
Elections
HDNC:  The election date for the Neighbourhood Councils is June 13th but it is unlikely an election will be required unless there are unknown candidates; all current Councillors have submitted their nomination papers.
HDC:  There was a change in ward boundaries that took effect at the election held on 2nd May. This means that there are now only two wards that cover the Denne NC area. The main part is covered by Denne ward represented by three new Liberal Democrat Councillors, Ruth Fletcher, Frances Haigh and Belinda Walters. The remaining part is covered by Holbrook West and stretches from the A24/ Warnham Nature Reserve to Hurst Road as far as the northern edge of Horsham Park; this ward is represented by two returning Conservative Councillors, Peter Burgess and Christian Mitchell.
Congratulatory letters have been sent to all Councillors and we look forward to working closely with them in future
A letter has also been sent to Ray Dawe, presumed Leader of the Council and Glen Chipp, Chief Executive requesting the reinstatement of a cabinet Member to represent Horsham Town.
Tree Warden
Andrew Dickinson has informed HDNC that he will be out of action for approximately a month as he is having an operation, but he will respond to planning applications if he is able. Best wishes have been sent. 

	7
	Clerk’s Report 
Carfax Noticeboard: The refurbishment by HDC is now complete. HDC has created a new pdf. template of the updated map and name banner but are not able to print it off and laminate it so this will have to be done by an outside printing company. 

Resident Enquiries:
Telephone enquiry:
A resident of The Crescent, who found our details on our website, asked for information regarding the HDC Councillors for his area.
Enquiries resulting from the Horsham Pages article:
One further resident has signed up to the newsletter. Another resident expressed interest in becoming a Councillor but this would not be possible as he lives outside the HDNC area.

HALC Membership:  SD checked and received confirmation that NCs are exempt from paying the annual membership. 

	 

	Reports from Members:

	8.1
	Finance               
Monthly report: 
GL confirmed that the grant of £6010 has been received from HDC.
Payments made since 17.4.19:
WSCC Clerk’s April salary =   £320.00
Chair’s stationery expenses = £35.99
Balance at 16.5.19 = £7396.82                                                                                

Business Cards: TM requested approval for new business cards showing updated details. Although cards are not essential NH commented that they add value by promoting HDNC; CO said they look professional. The majority of members were in favour.
ACTION: SD to order the cards.


	 
	Section 106 and CIL
Nothing to report.

	8.3
	Planning
There have been three important applications this month for which HDNC has submitted objections, pending further information. 
Tanfield Centre DC/19/0822: The proposal to completely rebuild an existing structure as a veterinary centre with an apartment above raised concerns about available parking space in the Co-op car park and the design of the building.
Gladstone Road DC/19/0768: The proposal for change of use from a gym to an Early Years Tuition Centre causes concern about the number of traffic movements at the start and end of each 45 minute session.  In view of the members’ and local residents’ concerns SD emailed the Holbrook West Councillors to make them aware of this latest application.
Horsham Enterprise Park (Novartis) DC/ 18/2687: The amendments submitted do not resolve our original objections and we consider that the traffic assessment is still inadequate.
JP advised that WRRA have submitted a further objection and advised that a local resident with expertise on traffic management has also submitted an audit document to Planning: the traffic assessment and safety audit are the biggest issues.
CO commented that the needs of pedestrians have been overlooked and TM said HDNC had objected to the locations of the proposed zebra crossings.

	 8.4

	West of Horsham Development
Community Centre: HDC is still going through a due diligence process on reducing costs and is finalising design options; the report has been delayed until Summer. 

	8.5

	Community Services – Youth 
4TheYouth: JP attended an introductory meeting on 14.5.19 with the new provider 4 TheYouth, Melanie Stowell – HDC, and a representative from HTNC. A new contract for one year is being prepared by MS, then if successful it could be extended to three years. JP was impressed by the new provider as they have a lot of expertise. The grant of £30,000 will be used for staff costs and set up. 
4TheYouth currently operate at Forest Youth Wing and Holbrook Youth Club with approx. 500 youths attending each week. They want to expand into the town area, deal with older youths (15-18) and provide outreach activities using the Snack Wagon, Skate park and Costa Coffee shop. Currently they are funded by subscriptions and grants. 

Horsham Matters Balance: Adam Chalmers confirmed at the NC’s Quarterly Meeting that £3,334 remaining from the Horsham Matters contract will be carried forward for Youth Provision into this financial year 2019-20; this is not standard HDC practice but an exceptional measure. 

	8.6
	Community Services – Older People  
Nothing to report

	8.7
	Highways and Transport
Railway Subway:  Adam Chalmers confirmed that the subway ceiling will be repainted by HDC and a contractor has done the risk assessment. Permission is still awaited from Network Rail but the work will be done using very light coloured anti-graffiti paint.
North Street Subway: The old wire mesh fence at the Park end has now been completely removed and the area looks much more open and welcoming.
Twittens: The Horsham Society still requires further evidence to prove the usage of unregistered footpaths. CO and JP are completing the forms. TM asked if other members could try to complete at least one form.
New Bus Stop, Park Street: Thanks to the persistence of Peter Lusher an additional bus stop has been installed in Park Street to mitigate the long gap between the railway station and Albion Way near the Springfield Road junction. PL has thanked HDNC for supporting this project. 
Hospital Car Park: There is no good news as the Service Support manager has moved to a new role and the proposals for changes to the car park layout have been moved from a local to the national scheme. TM is endeavouring to make contact with the new Facilities Support Manager. 
ACTION: TM to arrange a meeting to update the relevant HDC Councillors.   

	8.8
	Communications

Publicity for Neighbourhood Councils: At the Quarterly Meeting it was suggested that an article promoting the NCs could be included in the “Our District” magazine and an entry could be made in the Voluntary Sector newsletter. 

Website: Additions to the website:
Constitution: NH suggested adding ‘Constitution available on request’. 
Election information: GL suggested that in future we should publicise the election on the website. 

	8.9
	Park/Countryside and Leisure
Park Meeting 26th April; The notes from the meeting have been circulated to members. Many minor topics were discussed but the main focus was on the pond. Consultation is taking place regarding preventing future pollution and the possibility of dredging. Meanwhile some excellent work has been done by HDC and the Friends Volunteer Group to clear overgrown vegetation and debris.  
Asset of Community Value: HDNC has sent a letter of support to the Friends Group which is submitting an application to have the Park designated as an Asset of Community Value.


	 8.10
	Emergency Plan

Nothing to report.

	8.11
	Police / Neighbourhood Wardens

Steering group meeting:  IB attended the meeting on 16.5.19 and met the new Supervisor Carly Jenkins. He also gave information from the Wardens’ draft May Report. 
The Neighbourhood Councils have been requested to comment on a draft rota which will give the Wardens consecutive days off.
ACTION: SD to circulate the rota.
TM asked if the JAG meetings were mentioned. IB said that the Wardens will be involved in future. 

	8.12
	Town Centre
Benches: TM was told at the HDC Quarterly meeting that additional benches on walking routes into Town might be included in the Public Realm Strategy. RF commented that perhaps it could also be included in the Walking and Cycling Strategy.
ACTION: TM to contact Barbara Childs 

	8.13
	HALC /CLC 

Nothing to report

	9.
	HTCP  
Nothing to report

	 10.
	Horsham Blueprint Neighbourhood Forum
A familiarisation meeting took place on 7th May with Alison Eardley, the appointed consultant, who was given a walking tour of the town centre and was driven to points of interest on the more outlying parts of the un-parished area. 

	11.
	Members’ Questions and Comments
Speeding in Hills Farm Lane: IB said that Speedwatch was discussed at the Wardens’ meeting and HFNC, HTNC and WRRA are all involved. He is disappointed that HDNC have not got involved as he would like it to be set up in Hills Farm Lane which suffers with speeding motorists. IB would volunteer to take part.
TM said HDNC was not aware that WRRA are involved; and that preferred locations in the HDNC area for speedwatch including Hills Farm Lane were turned down by the Police.
ACTION: IB to produce an Action Plan assessing opportunities in the Denne area including available manpower, resources and suitable, permissible locations.

Disposal of small broken electrical items: CO queried if there is anywhere in the town to dispose of such items as people who don’t drive are unable to use the Hop Oast recycling centre.
PB recommended contacting HDC Cabinet Member, Philip Circus 
ACTION: TM to send letter after HDC Annual Meeting.

Dead tree in Michell Close: CO queried who she could contact to report a tree that is possibly on WSCC land that needs felling. 
ACTION: CO to send details and photo to SD.

	12.
	Reports from District and County Councillors 

HDC Cllr. Christian Mitchell: 

Prior to the meeting CM sent an e-mail explaining the effect of the HDC elections on Council business since April and therefore had nothing to report.

HDC Cllr. Peter Burgess:

PB clarified that until the Annual Meeting on 22/5/19 only the Chair and Leader can take any action, but residents can still write to members.

New Cabinet member for Horsham Town: PB advised that if agreed by the Council he will be the new Cabinet member for the Town representing the un-parished area and North Horsham. His Policy Development Advisory Group (PDAG) will consist of 11 members appointed by the Council to discuss options and put forward ideas. A proportion of the PDAG members will be Liberal Democrat Councillors   The next PDAG meeting will be in July.

WSCC Councillor Nigel Dennis:

Gladstone Road: The residents have requested a meeting to discuss the possibility of a TRO as there are traffic problems, particularly with HGVs accessing the Nightingale Road industrial site. The other access to the industrial site by the Beefeater is not council owned and is not suitable as access for HGVs. The possibility of the station goods yard being developed is now not an option. ND said it might be possible to take out some of the parking bays.
TM mentioned the application for an Early Years Tuition centre in this road to which HDNC has objected because of traffic and parking concerns.

Cycle strips in North Parade: These are in a poor state and require repair.

Overgrown hedges: There is the usual increase in reports at this time of year. HTNC reported one in Guildford Road that is actually in the HDNC area.

HDC Councillor Ruth Fletcher:
Comments received during canvassing included:

Pavement outside the Unitarian Church, Worthing Rd: This is in a poor state and RF asked how best to report the problem. TM advised using the Love West Sussex website. CO mentioned that she had already reported it with no response.
ACTION: SD to contact MM.

Tanbridge Park: Residents have complained about the problem of parking by people who work in the town using it as free parking. 

Highwood Development:
River Walk: Residents have complained that the private road is being used to access the Pump Track. TM commented that no directional signage has been installed.
Lack of Bus Service: Residents complained that there is no service through the development. TM said there is no S106 money specifically allocated.  ND said that a bus company may be interested in the future once all the residences are occupied.

	13.
	Meeting closed at 9.30.
Next Meeting: The dates for the June and July meetings need to be decided.
ACTION: SD to check possible dates with members.
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